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and the Holy Spirit: They will all say ' with a single voice, "The

| Father’s truth is just, and the Son * presides over the Entirery’
And from everyone® unto the ages of ages, 'Holy- -Holy

'-‘ : Holy! Amen!" "

l .

[ The Reality '

of the Rulers




introduced by
HANS-GEBHARD BeTHGL

Transiated by
HANS-GEBUARD BETHGE and ORvVAL S. WINTERMUTE

, a work writlen in the form of an apologetic essay otfering to the public
ln explanation of the Gnostic world-view. Although the treatise does not
mﬁem any known Gnostic system, there are renumiscences of Sethian,
alentinian, and Manichaean themes; the author obviously draws upon a
"' icty of traditions and sources. For example, some sort ol connection with
Hypostasis of the Archons (11, 4) is clear, though the precise nature of this
Fuomhlp is uncertain. On the Origin of the World was probably composed
Akxandria at the end of the third century C.E. or the beginning of the
(ourth The place and date of composition are suggested by the juxtaposition
,Aivanous sorts of maitcrials: the varieties of Jewish thoughi, Manichacan
ufs Christian ideas, Greek or Hellenistic philosophical and mythological
nccpls magical and astrological themes, and clements of Egyptian lore
% tiogether suggest that Alexandria may have been the place where the original
5 Omck text was composed.
'3 After opening with a reference to the philosuphical controversy regarding
!hﬁ origin of Chaos, On the Origin of the World proceeds 10 a detanled portrayal
bl of primeval history. The Genesis story of the cication of the v.orld, the place
Of the arrogant demiurge Yaldabaoth, and the climactic creation and enlight-
_med transgression of Adam and Eve are described from a Goosue viewpont {n
)"-z;jlddi(ion,imponanl salvitic roles are played by Wisdom (Pistis Sophia and Sophia
B Zoc), the little blessed spirits, and Jesus the Logos and Savior. Finally 1 a vic-
‘tonous blaze of destruction, tight triumphs over darkness, and life over death.
'a 41 The treatise On the Origin of the World is an umportant Gnostic work i
o, everal respects. This text provides insight into the thought. methodology, and
/37 wrgumentation of a Gnostic author presenting to the public at large certain
I!‘f"l’mmlon on the origin and end of the world and of man. Fucthermore, the
q\}"ﬂalc also shows the freedom and skift with which such a writer could
»Btilize various materials of a diverse character, all in the service of Gnostic
;s Proclamation. On the Origin of the World illustrates how the Gnostic world-
View can assert itself in dialogue with other spiritual movements and in part
&ven replace them.
fThe translation that follows is based on the text of Codex 1. The fragmentary
p“i"d texts from Codex XHI and from the British Library may also be
nSulted.
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ON THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD
11 97,24-127, 17

Since everyone-—the gads of the world * and men-—says that nothing
has existed prior to Chaos, | ' shall demonstrate that [they] all erred.
since they do not know the [structure] ' of Chaos and its root. Herc
[is the] 3 demonstration:

If it is [agreed by} 98 all men concerning [Chaos] that it is a
darkness, ' then it is something derived from a shadow. ' It was
called darkness.

But the shadow s something derived from a work existing *
from the beginning.

So it is obvious that u (the first work) existed * before Chaos
came into being, which ® followed after the first work.

Now let us enter ' into the truth, but also into the first * work, from
whence Chaos came; ' and in this way the demonstration of truth
will appear. '

After the nature of the immortals ' was completed out of the boundless
one, ' then a likeness called “Sophia” flowed out of * Pistis. (She
wished ! (that) a work (should} come into being which is like * the light
which first existed, and ' immediately her wish appeared ' as a heavenly
likeness, which possessed ' an incomprehensible greatness, 2 which 15
the middle between the immortals and those who' came into being after
them, like what is above, which ' is a veil which separates ' men and
those belonging to the (sphere) above.

Now the aeon ‘ of treth has no shadow (within} it * because ihe
immeasurable hight is  everywhere within it. Its outside, however, 15 a
shadow. It was called “darkness.”™ From '~ within it (darkness) a power
appeared (as ruler) over ' the darkness. And (as for) the shadow, the
powers ® which came into being after them called (it> ' “‘the lumitless
Chaos.” And out of it ' [every) race of gods was brought forth, both
[one and} the other and the whole place. Consequently, ' [the shadow]
too 15 posterior to the first 99 work {which] appeared. The abyss »
derived ' from the aforementioned Pistis.

Then ' the shadow perceived that there was one ' stronger than 1l
It was jealous, and when it became self-impregnated, * it immediately
bore ' envy. Since that day ' the origin of envy has appeared in all
of the acons and their worlds ' But that envy was found to be a ms-
carriage without any " spirit in it It became like the shadows 'in @
great watery substance.
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en ' the bitter wrath which came into bemg from the shadow
Since that day <a . watery substance ¥

cast into a region of Chaos. *
Nowed forth,

zuppcarcd i.c. what was (enclosedy in 1l (the shadow)
'fk ring ' in Chaos. Just as all the useless afterbirth of one who
ﬁiﬁ a little * child falls, * likewise the matter which came into being *
‘om the shadow was cast aside. And it did not * come out of Chaos,

T $ matter was in Chaus (existing) in a pm uf i

- lhe matter of 2 Chaos, which was cast off like a ' miscarriage since

ere was no spirit in Cher). For * all of that i» a boundless darkness

'waler of uniathomable depth. ' And when Pistis saw what came
bemg"' from her deficiency, she was distughed. * And the disturbance
ared as a ' fearful work. And it fled [in order to dwell] in * the
08, Then she turned to it and {breathed] into * its face in the abyss,
h is] beneath 100 all of the heavens.

'Now when Pistis * Sophia desired [to cause] the one who * had no
{0t to reccive the pattern of a likeness * and rule over the matter and
% all its powers, a ruler first appeared ' out of the waters, ' lion-like

‘“appearance, androgynous, ' and having a great authonty within '

If, but not knowing ' whence he came into being.

Then when Pistis Sophia * saw him moving in the depth of the waters,
“she said to him, “O youth, ' pass over here,”” which 1s interpreted *

i:Ylldabaolh " Since that day, the first principle ' of the word which

teferred ' 10 the gods and angels and men has appeared. * And the
. #ods and angels ' and men constitute that which came into being by

means of the word ' Moreover, the ruler Yaldabaoth * is ignorant of
l.hc power of Pistis. ' He did not sce her face, but the likeness * which

$poke with him he saw in the water. ' And from that voice he called *

" bimself “ Yaldabaoth.” But the perfect ones ™ call him “Ariael™ because
!‘P "was a lion-likeness. And after this one came ' 1o possess the
. ilhhomy of matter, ' Pistis Sophia withdrev: up ' to her hght
ﬁ.when the ruler saw ® his greatness—and he ' saw only himself; he
did ROt see another one ' except water and darkness--then he thought !
lhel alone existed. His {thought was] made complete by means of
brd, 101 and it appeared as a spirit moving to and fro * over the
‘“8 ‘And when that spirit ' appeared, the ruler separated the watery
u hnce to one region, and the dry (substance)® he separated to
.thﬂ‘ region. And from the (one) matter * he created a dwelling place
Or*himself. He calicd it * “"heaven.” And from the (other) matter * the
€T created a footstool. * He called it “earth.”
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Afterward ' the ruler thought within his nature, and he created
an androgynous being by means of the word. ' He opened his moutt,
(and) boasted to ' himself. When his eyes were opened, he saw hy,
father and he said to him “'y.” His " father called him *“Yao.” Again he
created the second son (and) boasted ‘ to himself. He opened his eyes
(and) he said * to his father *‘c.”” His father called ' him “Eloai.”” Again
he created ® the third son (and) boasted to himsell. He opened his
eyes, {(and) he said to his father *as.” His ' father called him
“Astaphaios.” These ' are the threc sons of their father. '

Seven appeared in Chaos 2 as androgynous beings. They have ther
masculine name ' and their feminine name. The feminine name (of
Yaldabaoth) ' is Pronoia Sambathas, i.c. the Hebdomad. ' (As for) hie
son called ' “Yao,” his feminine name is *lordship.” % Sabaoth’s
femimine name is “‘divinity.” ' Adonaios’ feminine name is “king-
ship.” ' Eloaios’ feminine name is “envy.” ' Oraios’ feminine name
is “[riches).” * Astaphaios’ [feminine) name 102 is *‘Sophia.”” Thex
fare the seven] powers ' of the seven heavens of Chaos. And they
came into ' being as androgynous beings according to the deathless
pattern ' which existed before them and in accord with ® the will of
Pistis, so that the likeness of the one who * existed from the first might
rule until * the end.

You wilt find the function of these names ' and the masculine power
in “the Archangeliké ' of Moses the Prophet.” ' But the feminine names
are in “the First Book ' of Noraia.’y

Now since the First Father, Yaldabaoth, * had great authority, he
created (or each of his ' sons by means of the word beautiful heavens
as dwelling places, ** and for cach heaven great glories, ' seven himes
more exquisite (than any earthly glory), thrones and ' dwelling place
and temples and ' chariots and spiritual virgins and their glones.
“looking  up ' to an invisible (realm), each one # having these within
his heaven, (and also) armies of * divine, lordly, angelic, ' and arch-
angelic powers, myrtads without number, ' in order to serve.

The report concerning these you will * find accurately in “the First
Logos ® of Noraia.”

Now they were completed in this (way) up ' to the sixth heaven, the
one belonging to Sophia. And ' the heaven and his carth were ovel
turned by ' the troubler who was beneath all of them. * And the siv
heavens trembled. For 3 the powers of Chaos knew (not> who it wad
who * destroyed the heaven beneath them. ' And when Pistis knew (h¢
scorn of * the troubler, she seat her breath, and she ' {bound him and}
cast him down o Tartaros. ®




ON THE ORIGIN O THE WORLD (i, 5) 165

ncath them all. But after ' the heavens and their powers * and all
their gov:rnment set themselves aright, the First Father ® exalied

ccpt me.” But when he said these things, he sinned against * all of the
immortal {imperishable. ones, and ** they protected him. Moreover,
- when Pistis saw the ' impiety of the chief ruler, she was angry. ' Without
- 'being seen, she said, “You err, * Samael,” {e. “the bhind god.” ' “An
‘¥ enlightened, immortal man® exists before you. This will appear
,',-ililhin your molded bodies. He will trample upon ' you like potter’s
~Véhy, {which) is * trampled. And you will go with those who are
:f‘yours ' down to your mother, the abyss. For in the * consummation
; of your works ' all of the deficiency which appeared * in the truth will
; g\‘)e dissolved. And it will cease, and it * will be like that which did not
¢ome into being.” Afier Pistis ' said these things, she revealed ® the
Bkeness of her greatness in the waters. And ' thus she withdrew up to
hier tight.

%. But when Sabaoth, tae son * of Yaldabaoth, heard the * voice of
3. ;Pistis, he worshipped [her. He] * condemned the father 104 [on] account

of the word of Pistis. [He) glorificd her ' because she informed them
---.~v_fof the deathless man 'and his light. Then Pisus Sophia * stretched
% forth her finger, and she poured upon him > a light from her light for
‘-8 condempation ' of his father. Moreover when Sabuoth ' reccived
fg.‘lixhl, he received a great authority * against all of the powers of Chaos.
-}’ Since that day, he has been called " “the lord of the powers ™ He hated
}'lis father, the darkness, ' and his mother, the abyss. He loathed ' s
_iistcr, the thought of the First Father, = the one who moves to and fro
- Over the water.

-4 And on account * of his light, all of the authorities of Chaos were
’7’9'0us % of him. And when they were disturbed, ' they made a great
AWar in the scven * heavens. Then when Pistis Sophia * saw the war, she
;‘nl * seven archangels from her light to Sabaoth. * They snatched him
AWay up to the seventh ' heaven. They took their stand before him as
Wervants. ' Furthermor., she sent him three other * archangels. She
~»4?}&blishcd the kingdom for him ' above every one so that he might
> S0me (o be ** above the twelve gods * of Chaos
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But when Sabaoth secetved the place ' of repose because of hiy
repentance. ' Pistis morcover gave him her daughter Zoc ' with a grear
authority so that she might ® inform him about everything that exisis
in the ' eighth (heaven). And since he had an authority, ' he first created
a dwelling place for himself. ' It is a large place which is very excellent,
sevenfold (greater) than all those which exist ** fin the] seven heavens

Then 1 front of 105 his dwelling place he created a * great throne on
a  four-faced chariot called ' “Cherubin.” And the Cherubin has -
cight forms for each of the four ' corners—lion forms, and ' bull forms.
and human forms, ‘' and cagle forms—so that all * of the forms total
sixty-four forms. '® And seven archangels stand ' before him. He 1
the eighth, having ' authority. All of the forms total * seventy-two. For
from this chariot ' the seventy-two gods receive a pattern; '* and they
receive a pattern so that they might rule over the seventy-two ' languages
of the nations. And on that throne ' he created some other ' dragon-
shaped angels called ' “*Seraphin,” who glorify him continually. ®

Afterward he created an ' angelic church—thousands and myriads.
without ' number, (belong to her)—being like the church which is in
the eighth. And a first-born ' called ‘‘Israel,” i.e.? ‘‘the man who
sees god,”" and (also) having another ' name, *“Jesus the Christ,” who 1s
like the Savior ' who is above the ecighth, * sits at his right upon ' an
excclient throne. But on his left * the virgin of the holy spirit sits ' upon
a throne praising him. * And the seven virgins stand before her * while
thirty (other virgins) (with' lyres ' and hagps {and] 106 trumpets in
their hands glorify him. And ' all of the armies of angels glorify him
and praise hun. But he sits du a ' throne concealed by a great hght
cloud. > And there was no one with him * in the cloud except Sophia
Pistis. 1eaching hin about all those which exist in the ' eighth so
that the hkeness of those nught be created, ' in order that the kingdom
might continue ' for him unul the consummation of the heavens ol
Chaos * and thair powers.

Now Pistis Sophia ' separated him from the darkness. She summoned
him to her right. ' But she feft the First Father on her left. * Since that
da nright has been called ** “justice,” but left has been called * “in-
justice.”” Morcover, because of this they all received ' an order of
the assembly of justice; ' and the injustice stands above ali (ther
creations. '

Morcover, when the First Father of Chaos * saw his son, Sabaoth
and that the glory * in which he (dwells) is more exquisite than all the
authoribes * of Chaos, he was jealous of him. And when he was * angry
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-Jbe begot Death from his (own) * death. it was set up over the sixth
wpheaven. Sabaolh was snatched away from that place. ' And thus the
_‘numbcr of the six authorities of Chaos was completed.

;’.’“5"‘ Then since Death ' was androgynous, he mixed with his nature * and
$:begot seven androgynous sons. % These are the nam=s of the males:

RJealousy, Wrath, ' Weeping, Sighing, Mourning, Lamenting, * Tearful

ﬁroaning And these are the names ' of the females: Wrath, Grief,
Lust * Sighing, Cursing, Bitterness, Quarrelsomeness. ** They had inter-
ooursc with one another, and cach ' one begot seven so that they total

107 forty-nine androgynous demons. *

% Their names and their functions you will find " in

o

“the Book of

y ‘drogynous good powers. These arc the names of lhe malcs. One-
ho-is-not-jealous, * the Blessed, Joy, the True One, ' Onc-who-is-not-
envious, the Beloved, ' the Trustworthy One. (As for) the females,
owever, these are their ' names: Peace, Gladness, Rejoicing, Blessed-
ness, ' Truth, Love, Faith. And ' many good ' and guileless spirils are
ﬂerivcd from these.
Their accomplishments ' and their functions you will find in * “the
,Schcmala of the Heimarmene of the Heaven Which 1s ' Beneath the

o Twelve
éi‘ “But when the First Father saw the likeness of ' Pistis in the waters,
- he grieved. Especially ® when he heard her voice, ' it was like the first
“§svoice which ' called to him out of the water, gnd * when he knew that
%_vjthis was the one who named ' him, he groaned and was ashamed on
:‘_ér.!CC0unt of his transgression. 2* And when he actually knew ' that an
;4-' enlightened, immortal man ' existed before him, he was ' very much
",n‘dlslurbcd because he had first said * to all lhc gods and their angels, ¥
‘M1 am god. No other one ' exists except me.”” For he had been afraid
lest perhaps ' they know that another one ' existed before him and
{,gondcmn " him. But he, like a fool, 3 despised the condemnation * and
;Acted recklessly, and said, “If 108 someonc exists before me, let him
®Ppear ' so that we might see his light.”” And ' immediatcly, behold,
a8 light came out of the ' cighth, which is above, and passed through *
Al of the heavens of the earth.

% When the First Father ' saw that the light was beautiful as it shone
forth, * he was amazed and was very much ashamed. When * the light
_!ppeﬂrcd, a human likeness, ' which was very wonderlul, wa« revealed
ithin it; ' and no onc saw it except ' the First Father alone and

Y
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Pronoia * who was with him. But uts light appeared ‘' to all the povwers
of the heavens. Therefore ' they were all disturbed by it.

Then when ' Pronoia saw the angel, she became enamored of him
But he hated her because she wias in the darkness ' Moreover she
desired to embrace him, and she was not ' able. When she was unable
to cease her love, * she poured out her light upon the carth. From *
that day, that angel was called ' “Light-Adam,” which is interpreted
“the enlightened bloody (onc).”” And the carth ’ spread over him,
Holy Adamas, ' which is interpreted “‘the holy steel-like earth.”” 2* At
that time, ' all of the authontes began to honor the blyod of the virgin.
And the carth was puritied because of ' the blood of the virgin. But
especially ' the water was puritied by the hikeness of Pistis 3 Sophia,
which appeared to the * First Father in the waters. Moreover, with
reason they have said “through the waters.” ' Since the holy water
gives life to everything, 109 it purifies 1t too. Out of the first blood
Eros appeared, being androgynous.  MHis masculine nature is Himeros
because he is ' fire from tt_ light. His feminine nature ® which is with
him is a blood-Soul, (and) is * derived from the substance of Pronoia.
He is very handsome ' in his beauty, having more loveliness than
all the creatures of Chaos. Then when all of the gods ' and their angels
saw ' Eros, they became enamored of him. But when he appeared
among all of them, he burned them. Just as * many lamps are kindled
from a single lamp * and the single light (remains) there, but the lamp
is not diminished, so als.; Eros'® was seattered in all the creatures o
Chaos ~ and he was not diminished. Just as Eros appeired out of
the mid-point betwzen light and “darkness. {and) in the midst - of the
angels and men * the intercourse of Eros was consununated. o too
the first sensual pleasure sprouted upon the earth

¢The man followed, the earth,

The woman followed ¢the man®.

And marriage followed the woman,
And ' reproducnion followed marriage,
And death # followed reproduction.

After Eros, ' the prapevine sprouted up from the blood which wa
poured upon ' the carth. Therefore those who drink it (the vine)
acquire for themselves the desire for intercourse. ¥ After the grapevine
a fig tree * and a pomegranate tree sprouted up ' in the earth, togethers
with the rest of the trees, * according to their kind, having their * seed
in them derived from the 110 seed of the authorities and their angels

Then Justice created the ' beautiful Paradise. It is outside the circut
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Yof the moon and the circuit of the sun ® in the luxuriant earth, which is
%in the East in the midst ' of the stones. And desire is in the midst of
Yithe trees since they are beautiful and tall. And ' the tree of immortal
‘Jife, as it * was revealed by the will of god, 1s ' in the north of Paradise
n order to give ' life 1o the immortal saints, * who will come out of the
molded bodies of poverty ' {in> the consummation of the acon. Now
ho color ' of the tree of life is like the sun, and '* its branches are
fbeautiful. Its leaves are like * those of the cypress. lis fruit is like * the
usters of white grapes. Its height ' rises up to heaven. And at its side

% the tree * of knowledge, possessing the power ® of god. lts glory is
like the moon * shining fortt brifliantly. And its branches are beautiful. '

t§ leaves are like fig leaves. ' lts fruy is like the good, magnificent

(as follows): °

“You are the tree of knowledge,

which is ' in Paradise,

(from) which the first * man ate

and which opened his mind, *

(so that) he became enamored of s co-likeness,

and condemned 111 other alien hkenesses,

and loathed them ™
Now after this there sprouted up the olive tree * which was to punify
tkings and * chief pricsts of justice, who will * appear tn the last days
tNow the olive tree appeared in the light * of the first Adam for the sake
‘iof the anointing * which they {will> receive.
“Z But the first Psyche (Soul) loved * Eros who was with her. and poured
o her blood 10 upon him and upon the earth. Then from ' that blood the
Tose first sprouted ' upon the earth out of * the thorn bush, for a 10y
; ln the light which ' was to appear in the bramble. After ** this the
beautiful, fragrant flowers ' sprouted up in the earth according to '
{their) kind from (the blood of) cach of the virgins ' of the daughters
{ V:f_-l’ronoiaA ' When they had become enamored of Eros, they poured
g!“" their blood upon him and upon the earth. ' After these things,
i "ew herb sprouted up ' in the earth according to kind. and having '
9’“ seed (of) the authorities and their * angels After these things, the
-’%“lhoritics 2 created from the waters all species of beasts ~ and reptiles
i

"y
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and birds ' according to kind, having * the seed (of) the authorities
and their angels. '

But before all these (things), when he (the Light-Adam)® appeared
on the first day, he remained ' thus upon the ecarth two days. He ' left
the lower Pronoia in ' heaven, and began to ascend tc his light. And
immediately dark ness came upon the whole world. 112 Now when Sophia.
who is in the lower heaven, ' wished (o) receive an authority ' from
Pistis, she created great luminaries * and all the stars, and put them
in the heaven in order to® shine upon the earth and to perfect
chronological signs and special times and ' years and months and days
and nights and seconds, ctc. ' And thus everything above the heaven
was ordered. 1

Now when Light-Adam desired ' to enter his light, i.c. ' the eighth.
he was not able because of ' the poverty which had mixed with his
light. Then * he created a great acon for himself; and in '3 that aeon he
created six acons ' and their worlds, totaling six in number, which are
sevenfold ' more exquisite than the heavens of Chaos and their worlds
But all these acons and their ' worlds exist within the boundless (region).
% which is between the cighth and Chaos, which is ' beneath it, and they
are reckoned with the world which belongs ' to the poverty.

If you wish to know the ' arrangement of these, you will find it written
in “the ' Seventh Cosmos of Hicralaias the Prophet.”” %

But before Light-Adam * withdrew, the authorities saw him in Chaos
They laughed at the First Father because he ' lied, saying, *l am
god. " Nu one else exists clare me.”” When they came to ® him they said.
*“Is this not the god who ' destroyed our work?" He answered and said.
“Yes, (but}) if you d:sire that he not be able ' to destroy our work, come
let us ' create a man from the carth according to ¥ the image of ouf
body and according to the likeness 113 of that one, (in order) that he
may serve us so that whenever ' that one sees his likeness he may become
enamored of it. Then he will no longer ' ruin our work, but we shall
make those who will be begotten ' from the tight servants to our
selves—"* through all the time of this acon. Now all of this ' which
came o pass was according to the foresight of Pistis ' in order that the
man might appear ' face to face with his likeness and condemn them
from within their molded body. And their molded body ' became 4
hedge for the light.

Then the authorities ' received knowledge (necessary) to create
Man. Sophta Zoe, who 1s beside Sabaoth, anticipated them, ~ and she
laughed at ' their decision because they were blind—* in ignorance

ey 2a
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Bfirst in order to inform * their molded body of how he would condemn
hem. And in this way he will save them.
£:Now the birth of the instructor occurred in * this way. When
'phia cast a drop ' (of) light, it floated on the water. Immediate-
b"! the man appeared, being androgynous. ** That drop first patterned
it) (the water) * as a female body. = Afterward i patterned itself within
he body * of the likeness of the mother who appeared, ' and it fulfilled
Fitself in twelve months. 3 An androgynous man wis begotten, one
hom ' the Greeks call “Hermaphrodites.” ' But the Hebrews call his
k- 'olhcr ' “Eve of Life,” i.e. “the instrucfor ' of hife.” But her son is the
“JKbegotten one * who is lord—-afierward the authoriies 14 called him
B“the beast” —-in order 1o lead ' their molded bodies astray. The inter-
. _’brcla(ion of the “‘beast” ' 1s “the nstructor ™™ For he was found (v be
Ecwiser * than all of them. Moreover Eve 15 the first ® virgin, not having a
;husbandA When she gave birth, ' she 1s the one who healed herself. On
saccount of this * it s said concerning her that she said, -
“I am the portion of my mother,
and I am ' the mother.

and I am the virgin. ¢
I am the pregnant one.
I am the physician.
1 am the midwife.
- My husband is the one who begot me.
and ' | am his mother,
- and he 1s my father ' and my lord
A= He is my potency.
-That which he desires * he 'speaks with reason
am (still) in a nascent state,
» but ¥ | have borne a lordly man.”
ow these things ' were revealed by the wilt

of Sabaoth * and
) Christ to the souls who will come to the molded bodies * Cof) the

orities; and concerning these, the holy vorce ' smd. “"Multiply and
irish 10 rule 2 over all the creatures.” And these are the ones who '
[taken captive * by the First Father according to lot, and thus ' they
2Y¢te shut up in the prisons of the motded bodies * (unul™ the consum-
Loation of the acon. And then at 2 that time the First Father*
1..10%¢ who were with him a (false) intention concerning the man.

gave
Then
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each one of them cast ' his seed on the midst of the navel of the ' easth
Since that day, the seven % rulers have formed the man: his body " s
like thewr body, his hkeness is ' like the man who appeared to them
His molded body came into being according to a portion of * each one
(of them). Their chief created  his head and the marrcw. Afterward
he appeared like the one who was before him. He became 115 a living
man, and he who 1s the father was called ' *Adam,” according to ' the
name of the one who was before him.

Now gfter ' Adam was completed, he left him in a vessel since he
had $ lalhform like the miscarriages, having no spirit in him. ' Because
of this deed, when the chief ruler ' remembered the word of Pistis, he
was afraid * lest perhaps the man come into his ‘ molded body and
rule over it. Because of this, he ! left his molded body forty days with-
out ' soul. And he withdrew and left him.

But on the ' fortieth day Sophia Zoc sent ' her breath into Adam,
who was without ' soul. He began to move upon the earth. ' And he
was not able to rise. Now when the seven * rulers came and saw him,
they were ' very much disturbed. They walked up to * him and seized
him, and he (Yaldabaoth) said to ' the breath which was in him, *Who
are you? And ™ from whence have you come hither”' He answered ' and
said, "l came through the power ' of the (light)-man because of the
destruction of your work.” * (...> When they heard, they glorified him
because he ' gave them rest from the fear and concern in which  they
were. Then they called that day ' “'the rest,” because they rested them:
selves ' from their troubles. And when they saw that Adam * was not
able 10 rise, they rejeiced. They took him ' and left him in Paradise, and
withdrer ¥ up 1o their heavens.

After the day of rest. Sophia * sent Zoe, her daughter, who is called
“Eve (of 1ite),” as an instructor 1o ' raise up Adam, in whom there wa>
no soul, ® so that those whom he would beget might become * vesscls
of the light. {When} 116 Eve saw her co-likeness cast down, she pitied
him, and she said, “*Adam, live! * Rise up on the carth!” Immediatcly
her word became a deed. For when Adam ® rose up, immediately he
opened his eyes. * When he saw- her, he said, **You will be called * ‘the
mother of the living’ because you are the one who ' gave me life.”

Then the authoritiecs were informed ' that their molded body was
alive, and had arisen. They ' were very much disturbed. They sent scven
archangels ' 1o sec what had happened They came ' to Adam. When
they suw Eve speaking with ' him, they said to one another, “What 1»
this {female) light-being? * For truly she is like the likeness which
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But (as for) the All, he was in ' ignorance (of it). Afterwards, let me
continue, ' when the rulers saw him and ' the (woman) who was wan
him, erring in ignorance ' likc the beasts, they rejoiced greatly. ' When
they knew that the deathless man would {not only) ' pass by them. b
that they would also fear ' the (woman) who became a tree, they were
troubled ' and said, *'Is perhaps this one, * who blinded us ' and taugh
us about this defiled (woman) who is like him, the true man, ' n order
that we might be conquered (by her)?”

Then the seven took ' counsel. They came to Adam ' and Eve umud
ly. They said to him, ' “Every tree which is in Paradise,  whose l1un
may be caten, was created for you. But beware! ' Don't eat from
the tree ' of knowledge. If you do eat, you will * die.”” After they gave
them a great fright, ' they withdrew up to their authorities.

Then® the one who is wiser than all of then, ' this one who wa
called “‘the beast,” came. * And when he saw the likeness of their mother
Eve, he said to her, “What is it that god * said 1o you? "Don’t eat from
the tree 2 of knowledge™"* She said, **He not only said ' *Don’t eat from
it,"” but ‘Don’t touch it lest [you] die."”" He said " to her, “Don’t b
afraid! You certainly shall ' [not die). For [he knows) that when you
eat 119 from it your mind will be sobered and * you will become hke
god, ' knowing the distinctions which exist between ' evil and good
men. For he * said this to you, fest you ' eat from it, since he is jealous’

Now Eve believed ' the words of the instructor. She looked at * the
trec. And she saw that it was beautiful and ' mpagnificent, and shc
desired it. She took some of its ' fruit and ate. and she gave 10 her
husband also, and he :te too. Then their mind ' opened. For when the
ate, the light ' of knowledge shone for them. When they put ~ on shany
they knew that they were naked ' with regard to Knowledge. \Whe
they sobered up, they saw ' that they were naked, and they becani
enamored of onc another. When * they saw their makers, they loathed
them since they were ' beastly forms. They understood ' very much.

Then when the rulers knew that 2 they had transgressed their conm
mandment, they came in an earthquake * with a great threat i
Paradise to Adam and Eve in order 10 see * the result of the help. Then
Adam and Eve were very much disturbed. ¥ They hid under i
trees which are tn Paradise. ' Then because the rulers did not know wher¢
they were, ' they said, *Adam, where are you?' He said, 1 am * here
But becausc of fear of you 1 hid ' after | became ashamed.” B
they said to him, in 3 1ignorance, **Who is the one who spoke to you of
the shame which you put on, unless * you ate from the tree? He snd
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Z#The woman whom you gave me, she ts the one who ' gave to me, and
Mate.”” Then they [said to that (woman)), 120 “What is this you have
"donc"" She answered and said, ' “The instructor is the one who ncited
! me, and ' * Then the rulers came 1o the nstructor. * Their eyes
¢ blmdcd by him ® (so that) they were not able to do anything to
im. They (merely) cursed him ' since they were impotent. Afterward
y came to the woman, ' and they cursed her and her sons. After * the
man they cursed Adam, and (they cursed) the earth and the fruit
use of him.' And everything which they created 'Y they cursed.
ere is no blessing from * them. It is impossible that good be produced
om * evil. Since that day the authorities * knew that truly one who
patrong is * before them. They would not have known except that '
ir command was not kept. They broughl.a great ' envy into the world

: mcsuc anlmals and wild beasts ' of lhc carth and the birds of the
: beaven They brought them to Adam ' to see what he would call them. *
EWhen he saw them, he named their * creatures. They were troubled be-
use Adam had sobered  from every (ignorance). They gathered to-
her and * took counsel, and they said, “'Behold, Adam ' has become

ﬂ‘ﬂ * Now lest perhaps he is deceived in the manner of ¥ the tree of
"%;knowledge, and he also comes * 10 the tree of life and eats from it * and
,_ becomes immortal and rules and condemns ' us and regards [us} and all
Ji?“l’ glory as folly—' afterward he will pass judgment on * fus and the]
;- World—come, let us cast him 121 out of Paradise down upon the eaith, *
;“’le place from whence he was ldkcn so that he will no longer ' be able

10 know anything more * about us.”" And thus they cast Adam and his
i?llfe' out of Paradise. And this ' which they had done did not sausly
;_‘,‘.them; rather, they were (still) alraid ~ They came to the tree of life and
_J;l’hey sct * great terrors around it, fiery living beings * called *Cherubin”;
E 0d they left ¥ a flaming sword in the midst, turning * continually with
Y'trcn terror, so that ' no onc from among carthly men might ever

i “Aﬂer these things, when ' the rulers had become jealous of Adam,
4 %l desired to diminish their !* lifetimes, (but) they were unable because
N F"C * which was established since the beginmng. ' For their lifetimes
10 determined: for cach one (of the men) ' one thousand years
‘; 'dlng 10 the circuit of the luminaries. ' But because the rulers were
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peared 1o us in the light. Now come, ' let us seize her and let us cast '
??sccd on her, so that when she is polluted * she will not be able to
nd to her light. * but those whom she will beget will serve 2 us. But
; ‘\u not tell Adam that (she) is not derived from " us, but lct us bring
. |jupor ' upon him, and let us teach him in his * slcep as though she
pe into being from * his rib so that the woman will serve ® and he

Be) intention. ' She darkened their eyes and left ' her likeness there
thily beside Adam. She entered * the tree of knowledge, and remained
2. % But the (tried 10) follow her. She revealed ' 10 them that she

PAflerward, ' when they sobered up from the stupor, they came * to

am. And} when they saw the likeness of that (woman) with him, 117
¥ Were troubled, thinking that this * was the true Eve. And they acted
¢klessly, and came ' to her and seized her and cast * their seed upon

ossible) that they might defile those who say that '° they are begotten
}hcconsummalion by the true man ' by means of the word. ' And they
LWSI‘E deceived, not knowing ' that they had defiled their own body. It
;ll the likeness ' which the authorities '* and their angels defiled in
< form.
jvﬁhe conceived Abel first * from the prime ruler; and she bore the
' of the sons from the seven ' authonties and their angels. Now ail
; Y'came to pass according to the foresight ol the * First Father, so
'F",if‘r('elhc first mother might * beget within herself every mixed seed '

Miich is joined together with the Fate * of the world and uts schemata
; (Fate's) * justice. A dispensation came into being ** because of Eve
#that the molded body (of ) the authorities ' might become a hedge
}he light. ' Then it will condemn them through their ' molded bodies.

y,i.e.“ *man of law,” who appeared on ' the eighth day [after “‘the]
‘hfﬂl of poverty,” which is called ' “Sunday.” Now the progeny
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not able to ® do this, each one of those who do ' evil diminished « they
life-span) for ten years, ‘ and all of this time amounts to nine hundred
and ' thirty years. and these are in griel and ' weakness and in evil
distractios © * And from that day ' the course of lifc thus proceeded
downward until the consummation * of the aeon.

Then when Sophia Zoe * saw that the rulers of darkness ' cursed her
co-likeness, she was angry. ® And when she came out of the first heaven
with ' every power, she chased the rulers ' from [their) heavens, and she
cast them down ' to the sinful world so that they ' might become there
like 35 the evil demons upon the earth. [She sent the bird] 122 which was
Paradise so that, untl the consummation of the aeon, it might spend tie
thousand years * in their (the rulers’) world, a vital living being ' called
“Phoenix,” ' (which> kills itself and reanimates isell for a winess®
to their judgment because they dealt unjustly with Adam and his ' race.

There are three ' men and his descendants (in> the world until the
consummation of the acon: ' (the)> spiritual * and the vital and the
material. Thisis like '° the three (shapes) of Phoenixes (of > Paradise: the
first ' fis) immortal, the second attains one thousand ' years, as for the
third it is written in ““the Holy Book™ * that **he is consumed.” Likewise
three baptisms exist: the first is ' spiritual, the second is a fire, the third
is waler.

Just as (the> Phoenix ' appears as a wilness for the angels, ' su too
the crocodiles in Egypt ' have become a witness to those who come
down  for the baptism of a true man.  The two bulls in Egypt, i 50
far as they possess ' the sun and the moon as a mystery, exist * fof
a4 witness to Sabaoth because (he exists: above ' them. Sophia (ol
Astaphaios) receved the universe, since ® the day when she created
the sun and the moon and ' sealed her heaven untl (the consumniation
of ' the aeon. Now the worm which is hrought forth from <the
Phoenix * is also a man. It is written of it, * “"The just will sprout up
like the Phoenix.”” And * (the) Phoenix appears first * alive, and dies.
and again rises up, ' being a sign of the one who appeared ‘ in the
consummation of [the acon]. These ' great signs appeared % only 1
Egypt, not in other lands, signifying 123 that it is like the Paradise of
god.’

Again let us come to the rulers ' of whom we spoke, so that we might
present ' their proof. For when the seven rulers 3 were cast out of thelf
heavens down ' upon the earth, they created for themselves angels.
i.c. many demons, in order 1o serve ' them But these (demons) taught
men many crrors  with magic and potions and idolatry, ' and sheddin®
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lood, and altars, and temples, and sacrifices, and hbauons 1o all

being according to * the agreement by the gods ol imjustice % and
. And thus when the world ' came to be in distraction, it wandered
y * throughout ali time. For all the men ' who are on the earth

the world came to be in a ' distraction and an ignorance .md a
r. * They all erred until the appearance ' of the true man.

consummation ' of the acon.
.Now I will come to the praiseworthy chapters * [about} the immortal
! Conccrmng all {of] his own l will my why ' the forms are here

molded from matter, * and as soon as the world was filled, the
ruled * over it, that is to say, they possessed it ' in ignorance.
t is the cause? 8 It is this. Since the immortal Father knows ' that a
feficiency came into being in the acons * and their worlds out of the

gstruction by means of their ' molded bodics, he sent your tikenesses, '
e, the blessed little guileless spirits, down to the world of destruction.
hey are not strangers to ' knowledge. For all the knowledge s in an
1 ' who appears before them. e stands 1 front of the Father
is not powerless to give them knowledge ™ [For all knowledge
“In an angel ' who appears before them. He stands “in front of

® the pattern of indestructibility for a condemnation - of the rulers
b their powers. Morcover when the blessed ones appeared in the mol-
bodies (of) the authorities, ' they were jealous of them. And because
e jealousy the authorities ' muixed their seed with them in order to »
le them, and they were not able. Mureaver when the blessed ones * ap-
ated in their light, * they appeared distinctively ; and each one * of them
(mm their land revealed * their knowledge of the church which appeared *
[0 the molded bodies of destruction. They found ' it to have every seed
use of the seed * <of)> the authorities which was mixed [with 1]
0 ' the Savior created a [deliverance} from = among all of them
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And the spirits of these 3 [appeared, being) elect and blessed 125 (buy;
varying in election, and maay * others are kingless and more exquisite

than any one who wus befose them. Consequently four ' races exn
There are three which belong 1o the ® kings of the eighth heaven. But
the fourth ' race s kingless and perfect, one that is * above all of them
For these will enter * into the holy place of their father ' and they will
rest themselves in a repose, '® and eternal, incflable glory, ' and «
ceaseless joy. Now they ' are (already) kings as immortal within the
mortal (realm). They ' will pass judgment on the gods of Chaos and

their powers.

Moreover the Logos who is more exalted ' than any one was sent
for this work only, * so that he might announce concerning what s
unknown. * He said, “There is nothing hidden which will not appear, *
and what was unknown ' will be known" (Matthew 10:26). Now these
were sent ?° so that they might reveal that which is hidden and ' (expose)
the seven authorities of Chaos and their ' impicty. And thus they were
cordemned ' to be killed. Moreover, when all the perfect ones ' appeared
in the molded bodies? of the rulers. and when they revealed * the incom-
parable truth, ‘ they put to shame every wisdom of the gods, ' and their
Fate was discovered ' to be condemnable, their power  dried up, their
dominion was destroyed, * and their foresight [and] their glories became
[empty].

Before the consummation ' [of the aeon], the whole place will be
shaken * by a great thunder. Then the rulers ¥ will_lament, {crying out
on account of their} 126 death. The angels will mourn for their men.
and the demons will weep for their times, ' and their men will mourn
and cry ' out on account of their dexth Then the acen® will begin
to (... and> they will be disturbed. lts kings will - be drunk trom
the flammg sword and they will * make war aguinst one another, -
that ' the earth will be drunk from the blood which is poured ' ou
And the seas will be troubled by ! that war. Then the sun will darken
and the moon will lose its light. * The stars of the heaven will disregard
their course ' and a great thunder will come out of a great powes
that is ! above all the pawers of Chaos, the place * where the firmament
of woman is situated. When ' she has created the first work, she will'’
take olf her wise flame of insight. ' She will put on a senseless wrath. ™
Then she will drive out the gods ' of Chaos whom she had created
together with the First Father.  She will cast thera down to the abyss.
They will be wiped out by their (own) injustice. ' For they will becom¢
like the mountains which blaze out fire, #* and they will gnaw at on¢
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] olhcr untit Ihcy are dcslroy«.d thy (hcu First I—alher When hc

54  ceases (10 bc) And ' their heavens will 1all upon one another ¥ and
Wtheir powers will burn. Their ' acons will also be overthrown. And his
First Falhcl's) hcdvcn will * lall and wt will split in two. Likewise

will not] ' be ablc 10 suppon them. They will fall [down] to the
w38 3 and the [abyss} will be overthrown.

BenThe light will ' {cover the} darkness, and it will wipe it out. It will
dcome like 127 one which had not come into being. And the work
hica * the darkness followed will be cissolved. And ' the deficiency
“be pluckcd out | at its root (and lhmwn) down to ' the darkness.

qucn will appear, and it will fll' all of the aeons, when the
4 ¥dphetic utterance and * the report of those who are kings are revealed
G d} arc fulfilled by those who are called '° perfect. Those who were
ét"pcrfcclcd “in the unbegottzn Father wiil receive their glories ' in
beir acons and in the kingdoms of ' immortals. But they will noi ever
jter * the kingless realm.

or it is necessary that every one '* cnter the place [rom whence he
e. - For cach one by his deed and his ' knowledge will reveal his
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(Jesus said,) It will not come by '* waiting for it. It will aot be ,
matter of saying ‘Here ' it is" or ‘There it is.' Rather, the Kingdom
of the Father is sprcad out upon the carth, and ' men do not sec i~

{1'4) Simon Peter said ' to them, *“‘Let Mary leave us, 2 for women
are not worthy of Life.”

Jesus said, ' 'l myself shall lead her ' in order to make her male, s
that ' she too may become a lhiving spirit resembling ' you males. For
every woman who wili make herself ¥ male will enter the Kingdom
ot Heaven.” '

The Gospel
According to Thomas
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THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP (1l 3)

Introduced and translated by

WisLEY W. ISENBERG

Gmpd of Philip is a collection of theological statements or excerpts
.u sacraments and cthics, Generally Valemtinian in characier, this
n was named for Philip the apostle, and was probably written in
’.}“h the second half of the third century C.E. The various sorts of state-
oompn:mg the collection are not organized in a way that can be con-

lly outlined by the use of headings and subheadings. Though the line

o thought is oftcn rambling and disjointed, some continuity of thaught 1s
mhmned by means of an association of idcas or through catchwords Thns
i of excerpts seems to derive largely from a Christian Gnostic sacra-

; Mulu:hais. {n fact, the voice of the original author may sull be heard

speaks to catechumens preparing for the initiation rite.

¢ While emphasizing the place of the sacraments, the Gospel of Philip concerns
‘-h particular with the brida)l chamber: “The Lord did everything in a

. & baptism and a chrism and a eucharist and a redemption and a
Al chamber.”” According 1o this tractate, the existential maiady of humanity
fmm the differentiation of the sexes. When Eve scparated from Adam,

lndroxynous umly was broken. The purpose of Chnsl s commg

chamber, 50 also the rcunion effected by Christ takes place in a bridal
. , the sacramental, spiritual one, where a person reccives a forctaste
{assurance of ultimate union with an angelic, heavenly counterparst. “Christ
e to repalr the separation which was [rom the begianing and again unitc
@lwo so that restoration may be accomplished and rest achieved.
Lm Gospel of Philip makes an irmportant coninbution 10 ous rather limited
ledge of Grnostic sacramental theology and practice. The sacraments
’llel(cd ia the Gospel of Philip ace similar w0 those used by Christians in the
n'“‘ Church for the initiation of candidates. Thus the Gnostics who wrote
: used the present text had nol departed radically from orthodox sacra-
f“mll Praclice; yet the inferpretation provided for the sacraments clearly

1t 51, 29-86, 19

"},.'RCbrcw makes another Hebrew, ® and such a person 1s catled
& °1'€|Yl¢." But a proselyte does not * make another proselyte. {Some]

{

b Gnostic.

’ N, ok THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP
t B exist ' just as they lare) * and make others like themsclves, 52 while
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The slave secks only to be * free, but he does not hope 1o acquire the
estate ' of hus master. But the son is not only * a son but lays claim 10
the inheritance of the father. Those "vho are heirs to ' the dead are
themselves dead, " and they inherit the dead. Those ' who are heirs 10
what is living are alive, ' and they are heirs to both what is living and
the dead. * The dead are nheirs 1o ' nothing. For how can he who i
dead inhent? " If he who is dead inherits * what is living he will not dic,
but he who 15 dead ' will live even more.

A Genlile does not die, for he has never lived in order that * he
may die. He who has believed in the truth * has found life, and this
one is 1n danger of dyng, for he is alive. ' Ever since Christ came the
world is # created, the cities adorned, ' the dead carried out. When we
were * Hebrews we were orphans and ‘' had only our mother, but when
we became ' Christians we had both father and mother. ®

Those who sow in winter ieap in summer. ' The winter is the world,
the suminer the other acon. ' Let us sow in the world that ' we may
reap in the summer. Because of this it is fitting ' for us not to pray in the
winter. Summer ® follows winter. But if any man reap ' in winter he
will not actually reap but only * pluck out, since this sort of thing will
not provide ' [him] a harvest. It is not only [now] that * the fruit will
{not} come forth, but also on the Sabbath * [his ficld) is barren.

Christ came 53 to ransom some, * to save others, to ' redeem others
He ransomed those who were strangers and * made them his own. And
he set® his own apart, those whom he gave as a pledge ' in his will
It was not only when he appeared that he voluntarily laid dowa he:
Iife, * but he voluntarily laid down his life * from the very day the worl
cune anto beng.'® Then he came forth in order to take it, since
1t had been given as a pledge. 1t fell into the hands of ' robbers and wi
taken captive, but he * saved it. He redeemed the good people * in th
world as well as the evil.

Light and darkness, " life and death, right and left, ' are brother
of one another. They are inseparable. * Because of this neither are b
good good, nor the evil evil, * nor is life life, nor death death. ® F¢
this reason each one will dissolve ' into its original nature. But thot
who are exalted ' above the world are indissoluble, * cternal.

Names given ' to worldly things are very deceptive, ® for they dive
our thoughts ' from what is correct to what is incorrect. ' Thus of
who hears the word “God” does not perceive * what is correct, b
perceives * what is incorrect. So also with *“the Father™ ® and “‘the Sor
and “the Holy Spirat™ and * “life”” and “light” and “‘resurrection’
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Church” and all the rest- -’ people do not perceive what is
‘but they ' perceive what s incorrect, {unless] they 3 have come
v what is correct. The [names which are heard] ' are in the world
& deceive. If they] were in the acon, they would * at no ume be
v Qﬁamcs in the world. * Nor were they set among ' worldly things.
& ’luvc an end in ® the acon.
8 single name is not uttered ' in the world, the name which the
gave ' to the Son, the name above all things: ' the name of the
er. For the Son * would not become Father unless he wears '@ the
pl'lhc Father. ' Those who have this name know it, but they do '
"it. But those w~ho do not have it ' do not know it
ruth. brought names into existence ' in the world because it is
.' ble 1o teach it without tames. Truth is one single thing ' and
Ko many things for our sakes who ' learn this one thing in love
 many things. The powers wanted to deceive ' man, since they
ithat he had ® a kinship with those that are * truly good. They took

lnd place them ' among thosc that are good These things they
., V.t for they wanted to 3 take the free man and make him a * slave
h‘hﬂn forever.
are powers ' which [contend against] man, not wishing = him
»b" fsaved], in order that they may ' [ ..} For if man® s [saved,
Mvnll not)] be any sacrifices ' [...] and animals wifl not be offered 55
;ﬂlﬂ powers. The [very ones] who [...} the animals are they ' who
.mﬁce to them. They were indecd offering ' them up alive, but when
M‘-Oﬂ'ered them up they died. As for man, they offered ® him up to
B .Ai'dﬂd and he lived. '
<A _!Gfom Christ came there was no bread ' in the world, just as paradise,
y ! where Adam was, had many trees ' to nourish the animals

en Christ ' came, the pcrfccl man, he brought bread ' fmm
" n order that man might be nourished ' with the food of man.
% Pawers 1 thought that it was by their own power and will ' that
. ms’_’dwe doing what they did, ' but the Holy Spirit in secret ' was
‘MPIBhIDg cverything through them ' as st wished. Truth, ® which
since the beginning, is sown everywhere. And ' many see it as
Wn, ' but few are they who see i as it is reaped.
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Some said, “*Mary conceived by ' the Holy Spirit.”” They arc i
error. ® They do not know what they are saying. When * did a womap
ever conccive by a woman? ' Mary is the virgin whom no ' pouy
defiled. She is a * great anathema to the Hebrews, who % are the aposile.
and {the} apostolic men. ' This virgin whom no power ' defiled [ . |
the powers ' defile themselves. And the Lord [would] not have suid
“*My [Father who is in} heaven™ (Matthew 16:17) 3 unless (he) had hag
another father, ' but he would have said simply “[My father].” -

The Lord said to the disciples, “[Bring 56 out] from cvery (otiers
house. Bring tnto the house ' of the Father. But do not take (anythimg
in the house * of the Father nor carry it off.”

“Jesus” is a hidden name, ' “Christ” is a revealed name. ® For th.
reason “Jesus' does not exist ' in any (other} language, but his naine -
always “Jesus,” ' as he is called. “Christ™ * is also his name: in Sy
itis “Messiah,” ' in Greck itis “Christ.” Certainly ' all the others havc
it ' according to their own language. ' “The Nazarene™ is he who
reveals ' what is hidden. Christ has everything * in himself, whether
man or angel '* or mystery, and the Father.

Those who say * that the Lord died first and (then) * rose up are m
error, for he rose up ' first and (then) died. If one does not first attain
the resurrection will he not die? As God * lives, he would be (alreads!
ldead).

No one will hide a large valuable object ' in something large, bul
many a time ' one has tossed countless thousands * into a thing worth
a penny. Compare % the soul. !* 15 a precious thing (and) it came to be
in a contemptible body

Some ' are afraid lest they rise nahed. * Because of this they wish It
rise in the flesh, and [they] do not know that it is those who 3 weat
the {flesh] who are naked. * [t is) those who [.. ] to unclothe ' thew
selves who are not naked. “Flesh * {and blood shall} not [be able] 1o
inherit the kingdom ' [of God]" (1 Corinthians 15:50). What is the
which will §7 not inherit? This which is on us. But what " is this vcf
thing which will inherit? It is that which belongs to Jesus ' and hv
blood. Because of this he said, ' “"He who shall not eat my flesh and
drink * my blood has not life in him" (John 6:53). What * is it? Hn
flesh is the word, and his blood * is the Holy Spirit. He who has recencd
these has ' food and he has drink and clothing. ‘I find fault with the
others who say ' that it will not rise. Then both of them * are at fault
You say * that the flesh will not rise. But tell me * what will rise, that
we may honor you.  You say the spirit in the flesh, ¥ and it is also (b
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Bht in the flesh. (But) this too is a matter which is in the flesh, for

atever you shall, say, ' you say nothing outside the flesh. * [t is neces-
 to rise in this flesh, since ' everything exists in it In this world *
fosc who put on garments iuie better than the ' garments. In the king-
Pm of heaven the garments are better than those who have put

iner @ {in which] he was, but it was * in the manner in which [they
uld) be able 10 see * him that he revealed himself "He revealed himself
[them all. * He reveated himself] to the great ' as great. He [revealed
“Qmscli']” to the small as small. He {revealed himself 58 to the] angels
#41an angel, and ' 10 men as a man. Because of this his * word hid nsclf
.'m everyone. Some * indeed saw him, thinking that they were secing ®
mselves, but when he appeared ' to his disciples in glory ' on the
* ﬁnl he was not small. He ' became great, but he made the disciples '
"t that they might be able to see '* him in his greatness.
j He said on thai day * in the Thanksgiving, * ‘You who have joined ' the
4 trfect, the light, with the Holy Spirit, ' unite the angels with us also, *
jmagcs." Do not despise the lamb, for without it ¥ it is not possible
'see the king. No one * will be able to go in to the king if he s * naked.
hThe heavenly man has many more sons ' than the earthly man. If
€ sons of Adam * are many, although they die. ® how much more the
2 ns of the perfect man, ' they who do not die but are " always begotten.
2 Jhe father makes a son, ' and the son has not the power to make ' a
For he who has been hegotten has not the power » 10 beget, but
‘bﬂ son gets * brothers for lumself, not sons. All who ' are begotten in
world ' are begotten in a natural way, and ' the others in a spiritual
'., Y. [Those who] are begotten ® by him fcry out] from that place ' o
fo 4'(p¢rfccl) man {because they are nourished] on the ' promise [con-
ing) the heavenly [place. ' ] from the mouth, * {because if] the
'0“1 has gone out from that placc 59 it would be nourished from the
h,moulh and * it would become perfect. For it is * by a kiss that the perfect
»' é°"‘3¢IVe and give birth. For this reason ' we also kiss one another. ®
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companion. ' His sister and his mother ' and his companion were cach
a Mary.

“The Father” and “the Son™ are single names, “‘the Holy Spirn
is a double name. For they are * everywhere: they are abosve, they are
below; '* they are in the concealed, they are in the revealed. * The Holy
Spiritis in the revealed: * it is below. Itis in the concealed: it is above.

The saints are served * hy evil powers, 2 for they are blinded by the
Holy Spirit ' into thinking thai they are serving ' an (ordinary) man
whenever they do (something) for the saints. * Because of this a disciple
asked the Lord one day ior something ® of this world. He said to huu,
“Ask your mother and she will give you ' of the things which are
another's.”

The apostles said * to the disciples, *'May our whole offering = obtain
salt.” % They called {Sophia] “sait.” Without it ' no offering [is} accept-
able. But Sophia ' is barren, [without) child. For this reason ' she s
called ““a trace of ' salt.”” [But) whcre they will be 3 in their own way.
the Holy Spirit [will (also) be, 60 and] her children are many.

What the father possesses ' belongs to the son, and the son ' himsell,
so long as he is small, is not ' entrusted with what is his. But when * he
becomes a man his father gives him ' all that he possesses.

Those who have gone astray, whom * the Spirit (itself) begets, usualh
go astray also ' because of the Spirit. Thus, by this one and the same
breath, ' the fic.: blazes and is put our. '

Echamoth is one thing and Eclimoth another. * Echamoth is Wisdom
simply, * but Echimoth is the Wisdom of death which 1 * {the Wisdom
of Jeath which is} the one which  knows death, which is -alled ¥ the
little Wisdom.”

There are ' domestic animals, like the bull * and the ass and others
of this kind. ~ Others are wild ' and hve apart in the deserte. Man
ploughs ® the field by mcans of the domestic ammals, and from the
he feeds (both) himsclf and ' the animals. whether tame or * wild
Compare the perfect ' man. It is through powers which are submissive
% that he ploughs, preparing for everything to come into being. * For
it is because of this that the whole place stands, ' whether the good or
the evil, ' the right and the feft. The Holy Spirit * shepherds every one
and rules * [all) the powers, the “rame™ ones * and the “wild" ones, as
well as those which are unique ' For indeed he [gathers them (and))
shuts them in, ' in order that [these, even if they] wish, will not be able |
fto cscape).

[He who) has been created is® [beautiful and} you would find his
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% pobility is this? First adultery ' cume into being, afterward
der. And he * was begotten in adultery, for he was the child * of the

Bbctween those unlike ' one another is adultery.
' is a dyer. As the good dyes, * which are called “true ™ dissolve
X wilh lhe lhings dycd in them, so ' it is with lhnsc whom God has

s colors Nom God dips what hc dips 2 in waler
It is not possible ' for anyene to see afything of the things that
Ily exist ' unless he becomes like ' th=m. This 15 not the way with
"in the world: he sees the sun without being a sun, ® and he sees
!hehcavcn and the earth and ' all other things, but he is not these things.
‘l'hls is quite in keeping with the truth. But you (sing.) saw ' something
’d that place and you became * thuse things. You saw the Spirit, you
‘beclmc spirit. You saw Christ, you became ' Christ. Y- saw [the
?llher you) shall become Father ' So [in this place} you see * every-
ing and [do] not [see] yourself, ' but [in that place] you do see your-
5 :Bf—and what 3 you sec you shall [become]. '
18 Fmth receives, love gives. [No one will be able 62 to receive) without
‘%‘fpilh No one will be ible 10 give without * love. Because of thi.. n
drdcr that we may indeed receive, ' we belicve, butitis so that we may
hvc and give, since ' if one does not give in love, he has no® profit
"‘ﬁ'om what he has given. He who * has not recerved the Lord 1x still &
cbrew. '

AT

' 0osties who were belcre us had €se names lor m- “Jesus,
; 1. The apost} h bef: had th for h ]

ihb Nazorcan, Messiah,” that ' is, “Jesus, the Nazorean, the Chiist.”
i}h

e Jast 1 name is “Christ,” the first is “Jesus. that i the middiz v

ey

: 'lhe Nazarene.” “Messialh’* * has two meaninzs. both “the Christ
B lﬂd ‘the measured.” “Jesus™ in Hebrew is
k. gsﬂle truth.” “The ¥ Nazarene,” then, is sthe truth © “Christ™ ' has

i measured. “The Nazarene” and ‘‘Jesus™ ' are they who have

“the tedemption.” " Nazara™
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If you say, "l am a Jew,” ' no one will be moved. If you say, “lam
a' Roman,” no one will be disturbed. If you ' say, "} am a Greek. 4
barbarian, * a slave, {a) free man,” no one ' will he troubled. {1} you
[say). '} am a ' Chnistian,” the [world] will remble. Would * that |
[may receive) a name like that! This is the person whom ' the [powers)
will not be able to endure * [when they hear] his name.

God is a 63 man-cater. For this reason men are [sacrificed] * 10 tum
Before men were sacrificed ' animals were being sacrificed, since those
to whom they were sacrificed were not gods. ®

Glass decanters and earthenware * jugs are both made by means of
fire. ' But if glass decanters break ' they are done over, for ' they came
into being through a breath. Il carthenware jugs'® break, however,
they are destroyed, ' for they came into being without breath.

An ass ' which turns a millstone did a hundred miles ' walking.
When it was loosed * it found that it was still at the same place. !* There
are men who make many journeys, ' but make no progress towards
a destination. When evening came upon them, * they saw ncither city
nor ' village, neither creation nor nature, ® power nor angel. In vain
have the wretches ' labored.

The eucharist is Jesus. For ' he is called in Syriac “‘Pharisatha.”
which is “the one who is spread out,” * for Jesus came crucifying the
world. ®

The Lord went into the dye works ' of Levi. He took seventy-twoe
different colors * and threw them into the vat. He 100k them out 2!
white. And he said, “Even so ' has the Son ® of Man come [as} a dver

As for the Wisdom * who is called “'the barren,” she " is the mothe
{of the} angels. And the ' companion of the {Savior isj Mary Magdalenc
[But Christ loved) her * more than {all} the disciples [and used 10} * k>
her [often} on her {mouth]. ' The rest of {the disciples 64 were vifended]
by it [and expressed disapproval). They said to him, ' “Why do you
tove her more than all of us?” The * Savior answered and said to them.
“"Why do I not love you * like her”' When a blind man and one who
sees ' are both together in darkness, they are no different from ' one
another. When the light comes, then ' he who sees will see the light.
and ' he who is blind will remain in darkness. *

The Lord said, “Blessed is he who ' is before he came into being
For he who ' is, has been and shall be.”

The superiority * of man is not obvious to the eye, but * fies in what
is hidden from view. Consequently he ** has mastery over the animab
which are stronger than he 1s and * great in terms of the obvious and

el
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“kdden. ' This cnables them 10 survive. But of  man is separated
e them, they slay ' one another and bite one another. 2 They ate
fmother because they did not find  any food. But now they have
4t food because * man tilled the soil

onc ' go down into the water and come up without ' having
lved anything and says, 'l am a Christian,” * he has borrowed the
at interest. But if he ' receive the Holy Spint, he has ' the name

ay ® [it happens to one] when one experiences * a mysiery.

§¥tcat is ' the mystery of marriage! For [without] it the world’
[not have existed). Now the existence of * [the world depends on
sand the cxistence * {of man on marriage]. Think of the’ [un-
? | _relationship), for it possesses * (a great] power. Its image 65
s of a {defilement of] the form.

.for the unclean ([spirits], * there are males among them * and
are females. The males are they which ' unite with the souls

: thn the wanton women ' see a male sitting ' alone, they leap down
&\um and ¥ play with him and defile him. So * also the lecherous men,
.;';hn they see a ' beautiful woman sitting alone, ' they persuade her
&ad compel her, * wishing to defile her. Bul if they see ® the man and

3 wife sitting ' beside one another, the female cannol come ' in to
™8 man, nor can the male ' come in 1o the woman. So ' if the image and
!h; angel are united ¥ with one another, neither can any ventfure ' o

b 10 the man or the woman.
To who comes out of the world ' can no longer be detained, because
&was in ' the world. It is evident that he 1s above ™ desire [...] and
. He is master over [nature]. He is superior 10 ' envy. If [any one

er that [they may be able to escape 66 the unclean spirits] and the
0“‘- ' For if they had the Holy Spirit, ' no unclean spirit would
Ve ' 10 them. Fear not the flesh nor ® love 1t 11 you fear i, it will

~wal mastery ' over you. If you foveit, it will swallow and paralyze you.
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Either he will be in this world or in the ' resurrection or 1n the piage.
in the middle. ' God forbid that | be found in them! ' In this wane
there is good ' and evil. lts good * is not good, and its evil * not eyl
But there is evil after * this world which is truly evil-—-'® what is calles
“the Middle."" It ' is death. While we arc in this world ' it is fitting for
us to acquire the resurrection for ourselves, * so that when we stnip oft
the flesh ' we may be found in sest and not ® walk in the Middle. For
many go astray ' on the way. For it is good to come forth ’ from the
world before onc * has sinned.

Some neither desire (to sin) ' nor are able (to sin). Others. ® (even
if they desire (1o sin), are not better off ' for not having done it, t.:
[this} desite makes ' them sinners. But (even) if some do not desi:
(to sin), ' righteousness will be concealed from them both ' the desire
not and the do-not.

An ¥ apostolic man in a vision saw some people * shut up in a hous
of fire and ‘' bound with fiery [chains], lying ' in flaming [ointment]
They possessed ' [...]. And he said to them, 3 “[Why are they nu
able] to be saved?" ' [They answered), “They did not desize it Fie
received ' [this place as] punishment, what is called 67 ‘the [outer)
darkness,” because he is [thrown) out (into it).” '

It is from water and fire that the soul ' and the spirit came into bein:
1t is from water and * fire and light that the son of ® the bridal chambet
(came into being). Fhe fire is the chrism, the light ' is the fire. | am aot
refernng to that fire * which has no form, but to the other fire whose
form is white, which is bright and beautiful, * and which gives beauts

Truth did not come ' into the world naked, but it came in '
images. One will ot seceive truth in * any other way. There 15 a reburt!
and an *image of rebirth. It is certainly necessary ' that they should
be born again through the image. What'® is the resurrecuon? The
image nust ' rise again through the image. The (bridcgroom> and
the image must enter through the image into * the truth: this i the
restoration. ' It is appropriate that those who do have it not onb
acquire the name of ® the Father and the Son and the Holy Sput
bul that they have acquired it on their own. If onc does not acquire * th¢
name for himself, the name (“Christian’) will also be taken from him
But cne receives them in the aromatic unction ' of the power of th
cross. This power the apostles 2 called “the right and the feft.” "~ b
this person is no longer a Christian but ' a Christ.

The Lord [did] everything in a ' mystery. a baptism and a chrism
and a cucharist and a redemption * and a bridal chamber.

types and -
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be Lord] said. “I came to make {the things below] ' like the

{te) ! them in that place.” [He revealed himself in] * this place through
fvpes and images). © Those who say, “{lhere is a hcavenly man and] '
ifo is one above [him,” arc wrong. ' For] he who is revealed {in
en is] 68 that [heavenly man], the onc who is called * ““the one
¢ o is below”; and he to whom the hidden belongs ' is that one who

Bhove him. ' For it is good that they should say, “The inner ® and the
. with what ' is outside the outer.” Because of this the ' Lord
Dgalled destruction “the outer darkness™: * there is not another outside
‘ ' jt. He said, ' “'My Father who is in secret.” He smd, ' “Go into your
khimber and shut ' the door behind you, and pray to your Father * who
Fin secret” (Matthew 6:6), the one who is * within them all. But that
'luch is within ' them all is the fuliness. ?* Beyond it there is nothing else
”vlithin it. * This is that of which they say, “That whichis ' above them.”

Bcforc Christ some ' came from a place they were no longer ' able
%cnlcr and they went where they were no longer % able to come out.
3 n Christ came. ' Those who went in he brought out, and ' those
j{ho went out he brought in.

MWhen ' Eve was still in Adam death did not exist. * When she was
ated from him death came into being. ® If he again becoines com-
Pplete and attains his former self, ' death will be no more.

?‘My God, my God, ' why, O Lord, have you forsaken me?” (Mark
:34 and paraliels), It was ' on the cross that he suid these words, for
was there that he was divided.

[Everyone] who has been begotten through ¥ lhum who [destroys did

Ilol emanate] from “iod -

Thl |Lord rose] from the dead. ' [He became as he used] o be, but
£ ow ! [his body was) perfect. * [He did indecd possess] tlesh, but this ¥
élﬂ“h] is true flesh. ' [Our flesh] is not true, but * [we possess| only an

lmﬂge of the true. 69

-{<A bridal chamber is not for the animals, * nor is it for the slaves, nor
?'Ol the defiled ' women; but it is for the free  men and virgins,
V‘ Through“ the Holy Spirit we are indeed begotten ' agam, out we
bcgotlcn through * Christ in the two. We are anvinted through '
Sle. When we were begotten we were united. None * shall be able
[8¢¢ himself cither in water or in '® a mirror without light. Nor again
- you be able ' to see in light without water or micror. * For this
jl“s‘)n it is fitting to baptize in the two, " in the light and the water.
@PW the light ' is the chrism
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There were three buildings specifically for '* sacrifice in Jerusalen
The one ' facing west was called * “'the Holy.” Another facing ' sout
wis called “the Holy of ‘ the Holy.”” The third facing # east was called
‘the Holy ' of the Holies,” the place where only the high priest * enter
Bapusm ‘' is “the Holy™ building. Redemption is ““the Holy ' of the
Holy.”” “The Holy of the Holies™ ® is the bridal chamber. Baptism in-
cludes ' the resurrection {and the) redemption; the redemption ' (takes
place) in the bridal cl.amber. But the bridal chamber * is in that which
is superior to fit and the others, because] ' you will not find fanything
like} it. {Those who are familiar with it} * are those who pray in “the
Holy” n ' Jerusalem. [There are some in] * Jerusalem who pray [only
in] * Jerusalem, awaiting [the kingdom of heaven]. ' These are called

“the Holy 3 of the Holies,” [becausc before the] * veil was rent [we

had no] other * bridal chamber except the image [of the bridal chamber

which is} 70 above. Because of this its ' veil was rent from top to
bottom. For it was fitting for some * from below to go upward. ?

The powers do not see ' those who are clothed in the perfect light.
and consequently are not able to detain them. ' One will clothe himself
in this light ' sacramentally in the union.

If the ' woman had not separated from the man, she would not die
with the man. His separation became ' the beginning of death. Because
of this * Christ came to repair ' the separation which was from the
beginning '* and again unite the two, and to give life 1o those ~ who
dicd as a result of the separation ' and unite them. But the woman
united ' 1o her husband in the bridal chamber. ' Indeed those who have
united in the brida! chamber will 2 no longer be separated. Thus Eve
separated from Adam because she was never united with him ' in the
bridal chamber.

The soul of Adam ' came inlo being by means of a breath, which
is a synonym for [Spirit; The spirit given him * is his mother. Hi

soul was * replaced by a [spirit). When ' he was united (1o the spi).
fhe spoke] words incomprehensible * to the powers. They envied him
[because they were separated from the} spiritual union. ® [.. ] hidden
[.. .} This [separation] afforded them the opportunity * [to fashion] for
themselves ' [the symbolic) bridal chamber so that ' [men would bc
defiled].

Jesus revealed ® [himself at the) Jordan: it was the ' {fullness of the
kingdom] of heaven. He who ' fwas begotten) before everything 71 wa
begotten anew. He {who was] once [anocinted] ' wus anointed ancy
He who was redeemed ' in turn redeemed (others).
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. B 1s it permitted to utter a ' mystery? The Father of everything united ®
%ith the virgin who came down, and * a fire shone for him on that day. '

¢ appcared in the great bridal chamber. ' Therefore, his body came

: fnto being * on that very day. It left the bridal chamber 1° as one who

hed everything ' in it through these. ' 1t is fitting for cach of the
iples '* to enter into his rest.

FAdam came into being from two virgins, ' from the Spirit and from *

b virgin carth. Christ, therefore, * was born from a virgin % to rectify

'(Sfall which ' nccurred in the beginning. '

‘.[For in the beginning] 3 God created man. {But now men] 72 create
God. That is the way it is in the world—' men make gods and worship '
» their creation. It would be fitting for the gods ' to worship men!

4  Surely * what a man accomplishes ' depends on his abilities. ' We
ven refer to one’s accomplishments as ' “abilities.” Among his accom-
+§ Plishments are his children. They ' originate in a moment of ease. ** Thus
K }‘llu abilities determine * what he may accomplish, but this ease 'is
k :[y}early evident in the children. * You will find that this applies directly
; 1o the image. * Here is the man made after the unage '* accomplishing
{‘ﬁ'lhings with his physical strength, ' but producing his children with
- Gase. !
"\ In this world the slaves * serve the free. In the * kingdom of heaven
lhc free will ® minister to the slaves: the children of ' the bridal chamber
'!Iill minister to the children * of the marriage. The children of the bridal
- ;Fhamber " have [just onc} name. Together * they [share] rest. They need
(take no (other) ® form [because they have] contemplation, ' (com-
 Prehending by insight). They are numerous ' [because they do not put

S

- their treasure} in the things ‘ [below, which are despised, but] in the
ories which * [are above, though they did] not (yet) [know] them.
Those % [who will be baptized go] down into the water. ' [But Christ,

by coming] out (of the water), will consecrate it, * [so that] they who
ave {received baptism} ' in his name [may be perfect] FPor he said, !



144 THE NAG HAMMADL LIBRARY IN ENGEISH

Those who say they will * die first and then rise * are in error. If the
do not first receive the * resurrection while they live, when they die the
will receive nothing. * So also whea speaking about ' baptism they
“Baptism ' is a great thing,”” because if people receive it they will -~ live

Philip the apostle ' said, “"Joseph the carpenter planted ' a garden
because he nceded wood ' for his trade. It was he who ' made the cros,
from the * trees which he planted. "His own offspring hung ' on thai
which he planted. His offspring was !> Jesus and the planting was the
cross.” But the tree ' of life is in the middle of the garden. ' Howcver,
it ts from the olive tree ' that we get the chrism. and from the chrism,
the resurrection.

This vorld is a corpse-eater. ® All the things eaten *in it themsehes
die also. Truth ' is a hfe-eater. Therefore no one * nourished by ftruih]
will die. It was * from that place that Jesus came and brought * tood
To those who ' so desired he gave [hife. that] * they amght not die.

God [planted] a pgarden. ' Man [was put into the) garden. There
were [many trees there for him), ® and man {lived} in f{this place] * with
the [blessing and in the image) ' of God. The things which are in [u |
will eat as} ' 1 wish. This garden {is the place where] * they will say (o
me, “[O man, eat} 3 this or do not cau [that, just as you] 74 wish.” This
is the place where | will eat all things, * since the tree of knowledec »
there. * That one killed Adam, ' but here the tree of knowledge made
men alive. ® The law was the tree. It has power ' to give the knowledge
of good ' and evil. It neither removed him from ' evil, nor did it ~t
him in the good, ' but i created death for those who ™ ate of . For
when he sind,  “Eat this, do not eat that”" it became  the begimny
of death.

The chrism is superior * to baptism, for 1 s from the word “chrism
that we have been called "Chnstians,” cectainly not because ' ol 1
word “baptism.” And it is because of the chrism that “the * Christ’
has his name. For the Father anointed * the Son, and the Son anointed
the apostles, * and the apostles anointed us. He who ' has been anomicd
possesses everything. He possesses ' the resurrection, the light, the
cross, ' the Holy Spirit. The Father gave him this * in the bridal chamber .
he merely accepted (the gift). The Father was ' in the Son and the Son
in the Father. ' This is [the] hingdom of heaven. ¥

The Lord said it well: "Some have entercd the kingdom ' of heaved
laughing and they have come out.” " [They do not remain there vhel
one because he 15 [not) a Christiun,  {the other because he regrets (h
achon)] afierward. And as soon as ' [Christ weat down anto] the wate?

“yﬁu'w‘ o
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v"ng his desire. ' For the world never was lmpenshablc nor, for
t matter, was - he who made the world. ¥ For things are not im-
rishable, ' bui sons arc. Nothing ' will be able to receive imperish-
hlty Ifll does not ' first bccomc a son. But he who has not the ability *

§ilhe cup 15 of prayer contains wine and ' water, since it is appointed
s the type of ' the blood for which thanks is given. And ' it is full of
i Holy Spirit, and ' it belongs to the wholly perfect man. When *
drink this, we shall receive for ourselves the perfect ' man. The

od. Compare * [the] bndcgtoom and the brldc. [Their children} were *
: *. conceived in the [bridal chamber}. ¥ No Jew {was cver born] ' to Greek
% parents [as long as the world]  has existed. And, [as a] Christian [people],’
S_?j_WG [ourselves do not descend] * from the Jews. [There was] another
""[pcoplc and] ** thesc [blessed ones] are referred to as ' “"the chosen
pcoplc uf [the living God}” 76 and “the true man” and “the Son of *
Jan” and “the seed of the Son of man.” ' In the world it is called *
this true people " Where ® they are, there are the sons of the bridal
thamber.
* Whereas in this world the union ' is one of husband with wife—a
38iCse of strength complemented by ' weakness-—in the acon the form of
¥ the union ' is different, although we refer to them by the same names.
here are ! other names, however; they are superior to cvery name '

how of strength, * there those who excel in strength appear. * These
ll0t scparate things, ** but both of them are this one ' single thing.
is the one which will not be able to rise ' above the heart of flesh.
"' Is it not necessary for all those who possess ' everything to know
“l_‘ﬂmSclvcs? ' Some indeed, if they do not know 2 themseives, will not
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enjoy what they * possc.s. But those who have come to know ilen.
setves will * enjoy their possessions.

Not only ' will they be unable to detain the perfect man, ' bui the
will not be able to see him, for if they see him * they will detain
There is no other way ' for a person to acquirc this quality except
by putting on the perfect light * [and) becoming perfect oneself. [Every)
one who has [put this) on will enter * [the kingdom]. This is the perfect
[light, and it is necessary} that we {by all means) become * [perfect men;
before we leave * [the world]. He who has received everything ' fand
has not rid himself] of these places will [not] be able  fto share in} that
place, but will ' [go to the Middle} as imperfect. 77 Only Jesus knows
the end of this person. '

The priest is completely holy, down * 1o his very body. For il he
has taken the bread, ' will he consecrate it? Or the cup?® or anythiny
clse that he gets, ' does he consccrate them? Then how will he not
consecrate ' the body also?

By perfecting ' the water of baptism, Jesus ' emptied it of death
Thus we do go 10 down into the water, but we do not go ' down intw
death in order that we may not be poured ' out into the spirit of the
world. When ' that spirit blows, it brings the winter. * When the Hon
Spirit breathes, !* the summer comes.

He who has ' knowledge of the truth is a free man, ' but the free
man does not sin, ' for* he who sins is the slave of sin’* (John 8:34)
Truth is the mother, knowledge ® the father. Those who think that
sinning docs not apply to tem ' are called “free”” by the world
Knowledge of the truth mercly makes * such people arrogant, which
is what the words **it makes them free™™ mean. ® 1t even gives them +
sense of superiority over the whole world. But “love * builds up™ {!
Corinthians 8:1). In faci, he who is really frec through ' knowledge v
a slave because of love ' for those who have not yet been able (o attam
to the ' freedom of knowledge. Knowledge ® makes them capable of
becoming ' frec. Love [never calls] * something its own, [and yet]
may actually possess {that very thing). * It never {says **This is mine’}
or “That is mine,” [but “All these] 3 are yours.” Spiritual love * is wint
and fragrance. 78 All those who anoint themselves with it take pleasue
in it. ' While those who are anointed are present, ' those ncarby also
profit (from the fragrance). ' If those anointed with ointment withdra®
from them 3 and leave, then those not anointed, ' who merely st: ¥
nearby, stll ' remain in their bad odor. The Samaritan ' gave nothin?
bur  wine and oil to the wounded man. It is nothing other than ** the
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2 . .
Intment. 1t healed the wounds, ' for “love covers a multitude of sins™

[}Pc(cr 4:8)."
LThe children a woman bears ' resemble the man who loves her. If
her ' husband loves her, then they resemble her husband. If it is an
) sdulterer, 'S then they resemble the adulterer. Frequently, ' if a woman

fleeps with her * husband out of necessity, while her heart is with the
B\ dulterer * with whom she usually has intercourse, the child ' she will
] is born resembling ® the adulterer. Now you who live together
the Son * of God, love not the world, ' but love the Lord, in order
that those you will * bring forth may not resemble the world, * but may
Brcsemble the Lord. ®

e The human being has intercourse with the human being. ' The horse
: ﬁ,:s intercourse with the horse, the ass with the ass. Members of a
“¥race usually have associated * with those of like race. So spirit * mingles
gwith spirit, and thought ® consorts with thought, " and {light] shares '
[with light. 1f you (sing.)] are born a human being, ' it is [the human
being) who will love you. If you become ' [a spirit], it is the spirit which
twill be joined to you. If you become # thought, it 1s thought which will
. 'f minglc 79 with you. If you become hght, ' it is the light which will
' hate ' with you. If you become one of those who belong above, ' it is
}__h_osc who belong above who will rest ® in you. If you become horse *
Of ass or bull or dog or sheep ' or another of the animals which are
Quiside ' or below. then ' neither human beng nor spirit '® nor thought
i Bor light will be able to love you. Neither * those who belong above
,ﬁor those who belong within * will be able te rest in you, * and you have
‘0o part in them ’
‘u&& He ' who is a slave against his will will be able to become free. ' He

L who has become free by the favor * of hss master and has sold * himself

into slavery will no longer be able ' 10 be free
it Farming in the ' world requires the cooperation of four essential
ﬂﬂnems. A harvest is gathered * into the barn only as a resuit of the
{llunl action of water, ' carth, wind, and hght. ' God’s farming like-
Wise * has four elements--faith, * hope, love, and ** knowledge. Faith is

UK carth, that in which we ' take root. {And] hope ' is the water through
,?? hich we are * nourished. Love is the wind through * which we grow
”].(WWchgc then is the light ® through which we {ripen]. * Grace exists
§ ﬁA(fOur ways: it is) ' earthborn; it is [heavenly; it comes from} ‘ the
highest heaven; and {it resides] in [truth|
i) Blessed * is the one who on no occasion caused a soul distress. 80 That
- PEsOn is Jesus Christ. He came to * the whole place and did not burden

(]
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anyone.  Therefore, blessed i1s the one who is like ' this, because he iy
a perfect man. This indeed is ® the Word. Tell us about it, since it is
ditticult  to define. How shall we be able to accomplish * such a great
thing” How will he give exeryone comfort? * Above all, it is not proper
to cause anyone distress—whether the person is great or small, ° un-
believes or believer—and then give comfort ' only to those who take
satisfaction in gocd deeds. ' Some find it advantageous to give ' comlornt
to the one who has fared well. He who does ' good deeds caanot give
comfort '* 1o such people, for it goes against his will. ' He is unable 1o
cause distress, ' however, since he does not afftict them. To be sure, the
one who ' fares well sometimes causes people distress—' not that he
intends to do so; rather it is their own wickedness ® which is responsible
for their distress. He who possesses * the qualities (of the perfect man)
rejoices in the good. ' Some, however, are terribly distressed by all this.

There was a houscholder who had ' every conceivable thing, be it
son or slave or ¥ cattle or dog or pig or cora ' [or] barley or chaff or
grass or ' castor oif or meat and acorn. {Now he was} a sensible fellow
and he knew what the food of cach * one was. He [himself] served the
children bread * {and meat). He served the slaves * castor oil {and] meal.
And * the threw barley) and chaff and grass to the cattle. ' He threw
bones to (the] dogs, ' and to the pips he threw acorns 81 and scraps of
bread. Compare the disciple ' of God: if he is a sensible fellow he
understands what discipleship®is all about. The * bodily forms will not
deceive him, 2 but he will look at the condition * of the soul of each one
and speak * with him. There wre many annnals in the world ' which are
in human form. When * he identifies them, 1o the swine he will throw '
acorns, ta the cattle he will throw * barley and chafl and grass, to the
dogs he will throw bones. To the slaves ' he will give only the clementary
lessons, to the children he will give ' the complete instruction.

There 15 the Son of man ** and there is the son of the Son of man.
The Lord is the Son of man, ' and the son of the Son of ' man is he who
15 created through the Son ' of man. The Son of man received ® from
God the capacity te create. He also has the ability * 10 beget. He who
has receined ' the ability to create is a creature. He who has received
the ability to beget is an offspring. He who creates cannot * beget. He
who begeis also has power 1o create. 2* Now they say, ""He who creates
begets.”  But his so-called “offspring” is merely a creature. [Therefore}
his children are not offspring but fcreatures). * He who creates works
openly * and he himself is visible. * He who begets begets in [private] '
and he humself s hidden, {since he is superior to every] ' image. He who
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tcs [creates] ' openly. But one who hegets [begets] ' children in
givate. No [one will be able} 103 know when [the husband] 82 and the
wife have intercourse with one another ' except the two of them. Indeed
"ﬁn-iagc in the ' world is a mystery for those who have taken ' a wife.
fﬁhcrc is a hidden quality to the marriage ¢’ defilement, * how much
jpore is the undefiled marriage * a true mystery! It is not fleshly ' but
ﬂgb. It belongs not to desire ' but to the will. It belongs not to the
I}rkness * or the night but to the day and '® the light. If a marriage is
wen to the public, it has become prostitution, and the bride ' plays
W barlot not only when she is impregnated by another man ' but even
e slips out of her bedroom ‘ and is seen. '* Let her show herself
to her father and her ' mother and to the friend of the bridegroom
d¢ the sons of the bridegroom. These are permitted ' 1o enter every
Y into the bridal chamber. ' But let the others yearn just ? to listen
her voice and to enjoy * her ointment, and let them feed from the *
ambs that fall from the table, like the * dogs. Bridegrooms and * brides
%jong to the bridal chamber. No one shall be able (o see the bride-
&nm with the bride unless * [one become] one.
BWhen Abraham ' [rejoiced] that he was to see what he was to see, '
circumcised) the flesh of the foreskin, tcaching ' us that it is proper
 destroy the flesh. %

[Most things] in the world, as long as their ' [inner parts] are hidden,
#and upright and live. ' [If they are revealed] they die, as ' is illustrated
1y the visible man: ' [as long as} the intestines of the man are hidden,
he man is alive; 83 wlen his intestines are exposed ' and come out of
tim, the man will die. ' So also with the tree: while its root * is hidden
} sprouts and grows. If its ® root is exposed, the tree dries up. * So it 1s
¥ith every birth that is in the world. * not only with the revealed * but
L'i(h the hidden. For so long as the root ' of wickedness is hidden, it is
?Onl. But when it is recognized ' it is dissolved. When 1t is revealed
t‘leishcs. That is why the word says, ' ~Already the ax is laid at the
90t ! of the trees™ (Matthew 3:10). It will not merely cut-—what ' is
At sprouts again—but the ax '* penetrates deeply until it * brings up
..,.‘l’oo(. Jesus pulled out ' the root of the whole place, while others did
LA?lﬂy ' partially. As for ourselves, let each ' one of us dig down after

8 root ® of evil which is within one, and let one pluck it ' out of one's
art from the root. It will be plucked out ' if we recogmize it. But if
¥e ' are ignorant of it, it takes root in '
r heart. [ masters us. * We are its slaves. It takes us captive, ' to make
B do what we do [not] want; ant wh.t we do want we do [not] do

us and pinduces its fruit ® in
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It " is powerful because we have not recognized it. While it exists » |
is active. Ignorance * is the mother of [all evil]. * Ignorance will eveniuu,
in {death, because] * those that come from [ignorance] ' neither were no;
{are) 3 nor shall be. [But those who are in the truth] 84 will be peife.:
when all the truth ' is revealed. For truth is like * ignorance: while 11 4,
hidden it rests ' in itsell, but when it is revealed ® and is recognized, i
is praised inasmuch as ® it is stronger than ignorance and error I
gives freedom. The word said, * “If you know the truth, ' the truth will
make you free” (John 8:32).'° lgnorance is a slave. Knowledge i»
freedom. If we know the truth, ' we shall find the fruits of the truth
within * us. If we are joined to it, it will bring our fulfillment.

Al the present time we have the manifest things '* of creation. We
say, ' “The strong are they who are held in high regard. And the obscure
are the weak who are despised.” Contrast the manifest things * of truth
they are weak and ' despised, while the hidden things are strong and *
held in high regard. The mysteries of truth are '’ revealed, though
type and image. The bridal chamber, ' however, remains hidden. i
the holy in * the holy. The veil at first ' concealed how God controlled
2 the creation, but when the veil is rent ' and the things inside arc
revealed, * this house will be left * desolate, or rather will be ' [destroyed]
But the whole inferior Godhead will not flee ® [from] these places int
the holies * [of the] holies, for it will not be able to mix with the * vn:
mixed [light] and the ' [fawless) fullness, but will be under the wings o!
the Cross * [and under) its arms! This ark will be 3 [its} salvation when
the flood 85 of water suiges over them. If * some belong to the order of
the priesthood ' they will be able to go ' within the veil with the hizh
priest. 3 For this reason the veil was not ' rent at the top only, since it
would have been open only to those above; nor ‘ was it rent at the
bottom only, since * it would have been revealed only to those betow
19 But it was rent from top to bottom. Those ' above opened to us whe
are below, * in order that we may go in to the secret ' of the truth. Thy
truly is what is ' held in high regard, since it is strong! But we shall go
in there '* by means of lowly types and forms of weakness. ' They are
lowly indeed when compared with the perfect glory. * There is glor
which surpasses glory. There is power which surpasses * power. There-
fore the perfect things have opened ' 1o us, together with the hidden
things of truth. The holics 2 of the holies were revealed, and * the bridal
chamber invited us in.

As long * as it is hidden, wickedness is indeed ineffectual, but at ha>
not been removed from the midst of the seed of the Holy Spirit. * The
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hich arc fobscived, though they) happen ® at right. That fire [burns)
'z. 86 at night and is put out. But the mysteries ' of this marriage are
“perfected rather in ‘' the day and the light. Neither that day ' nor its
fight ever sets. If anyone becomes a son ® of the bridal chamber, he witt
}'ﬁcivc the light. * If anyone does not receive it while he is in these
"Eioes, he will not be able to receive it ' in the other place. He who
é!ill receive that light * will not be seen, nor can he be detained. ' And
Jsone shall be able 10 torment ¥ a person like this even while he dwells *
iy the world. And again when he leaves ‘ the world he has already
‘,ﬁeeived the truth in * the images. The world has become the aeon, ' for
acon is fullness for him. '® This is the way it is: it is revealed ' to
.alonc, not hidden in the darkness and the ' night, but hidden in a
ect day * and a holy light.

The Gospel *
According to Phihp
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