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136 A VISIT TO EGYPT, NUBIA,

occupied by the Arab and his family, the remainder
_ by cows, goats, dogs, corpses, and other curiosities;
<ofg 0 in some are to be found ten or twenty muminies ;

st . . . . H
USED z('ﬁnthe plain is strewed with broken bones, the cofling
+) Doi,,p Mre used for firewood, and the amomum* or bi-

“tumen oflends the nose wherever there is a fire—
A mummy may be bought for five or ten shitlings,
and in consequence of traflic, many of these ‘1rog-
lodytes are become men of property, worth five or
six bundred sixpences. ‘Ou this, the W.side, is the
necropolis, and here are found all the relics 3 the
mountains aré hollowed into cemeteries, where gap-
ing scpulchres appear like the mouths of a man of
war—the Arabic chain is too far fron the scite of
the town, to have been used as a burial place—mno
Egyptian was buried where vegetation could live,
and those who died on the castern side, were ferried
over by the Charon. The trouble that the ligyptians
took to preserve their bodies causes their destruc-
tion, and ¢ the race of Nilus Dbarters for their
kings.” I was st'zmding‘ by when the resurrection
men found a scpulchre, they offered me the haul,
unopened, for four guineas. 1t proves to be Gre-
cian-Egyptian, the first of its kind hitherto disco-
vered ; three chambers, fourteen cofling, on cach

of which was placed a buncli of sycamore branches;
these branches fell to atoms at the touch—there are
also coflinless Dbodies, having the appearance of

& Henee the word Munumy.,
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leather, dried in the swmce manner as is still prac-
tised by the Capuchin friars in Sicily : one of these
stood crect at the entrance, the others were pros-
trate on benches ; the heads were shaved; the
beards were of a few days growth ; on the princi-
pal coflin is the following inscription :

COTHP KOPNHAIOT HOAALIOT MH'TPOC

SIAONTOCAPXQN OUBON
the hicroglyphical figures testify to the degeneracy
of the art; the papyrus found in this case,* is
not, as is usual, rolled up, but folded flat ; the body
was enveloped in thirty Jinen wrappers, the hands
and mouth gilt:—from another 1 copied an inscrip-
tion, which attests the coflin to be about sixteen
hundred and fifty years old—some long earthen-
ware jars were in the tomb, but empty.

The women and childeen pester us to dcalh, de-
manding becksheesh; the former give us in ex-
change rclics of the dead, such as idols and small
figures, the latter collect in crowds behind one’s
back, and cry out * merchant give me halt’ o far-
thing,” and on turning round even to comply with
their request, they all ruinaway, as it thewr nurses
had taught them to dread a Franc as a devil.

Amony the relies that I procured, are carthen-
ware rings, scarabees, pocket idols, and represen-
tations ol the devil playing the harp; also various
animals,  These litte deition were probably, when in

# Fhe eace and papyras prescotad to the British Mucuin,
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