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and othos i oflicid Charch publications” 1 he endowment in panticular has

‘I]C \S(\Q()I](l /\Il()ll]llllg 111 heen called the temporal steppingstone throngh which all people must pass to

achicve exaltation with God the Father and Jesus Christ” Yet despite the

. SRR - oy e 3 B Artention given leowork mnothe O ] s, most Mo ms, cven fathful
I;(ll[,CI’(,{ny S(lllll [I]L()l()%} ttention gven temple work i th ureh pross, mont rinons, cven fathin

crmple-goers, know little of the capaaone of the endowment: receiving the “ful-

(ll](l 1) “actice ness cE the priesthood™ through the “second anointing.”™ an ordinance also

sometimes referred to as the “other endowmont,”™ “seeond endowment,” “sec-

There s no exaltation i the bingdont of God without the fulness of the ond blessings,™ “higher blessings.”™ ete. A surprising amomnt about this Hirtle
pricsthocd. . Every man whe s faithful and will yecoive these [templed known ordinance can be learned, however, throvgh o careful examination of
ordinances aned blescings obtams a fulness of the priesthood, and the those sonrees published and unpublishad, which discuss it This essav attempts
Lord has said that "“he makes them equal in power, and in might, and to heing many of these sources together, placing them in the more general can-
e dominion” text of developimg Mormon theolegy

Joseph Ticlding Smith, 1956
(Doctrines of Salvation, 3:1

32) I

The Lovd Abigity wall continve to preserae me . untd I hace
Jully accomplished my nicion o this Ufe, and so fomly established the
dispensation of the fullness of the priesikeod in the last days, that all the
frowecrs of carthoand Fell can wever precal against it

Joseph Soth, Jr, 1842
(istory of the Church, 513940

DAVID JOHN BUERGER s a certificd pinancial plannrey in Sen fore, California [{e vishe:
to thank Lester I Bush, Jr., and Anthony A. Hutchinson for Juelp in the preperation of thic
haper.

VEor example, o James B Talaage, The Hower of the Lovd: A Study of Hely Sanciu
arves, cAncieat wnd Modern (Salt Lake City: The Dewret News, 1992, ppo 18, 022000
TR Tobin AL Waltse, U anebionentals of Temple Doctiine” Utah Gruealogical and His
torical Mageeine 1Y (Jaly 179725 129, Tonkim D Richarde, " The Tenple of the Lord
Fhe Brnportance of Teagles Anccat and Modern,” Ciale Geanealogioal and Hotoreal Maga
e VO 19200 L1 20 Pempdes of The Chureli of Jeoas Chivst of Larter-da, Sants
(Salt Lake City: Corporation of the Presidency of The Church of Jeans Clirist of Lavierday
Saints, 1979) 5 entire issur ol Kagien 4 {Aue. 1974} and numerous confrrence talks by var-
ousc Chureh feaderss Ao wee Nels B Landwall, camp, Teriples of the Moy High, oo od
(Salt Lake City: Bookoraf, 1975, pp o067 aal b {Ang 180
235 Tvce R MeConbaes Mormon Deciriee, 2od edl rev, (Salt Lake City s Bookeraft, 1966
AT LR AR O B B A W] O T BT TS R IR L 05 Bruee R McCankar, comp, Dactring:
of Saleation: Nevmony and Writings o] Joreph 1 o Seith, 3 vnle (5alt Lake City: Bool
crafte S5 E A0 vdn- 46, 1TRLT0 B Th) 0y articles of certain aspects of the

cadovment corcmonies inelude Firde G Brons e Departients {or Temple Work

Voung Wenian's

in IWNanvoe: The Awsembly Rocm and e €0 O Chanlee BY L Newdier 19 (Spuing
PAZOs o 3674 Andiew B ERat, 2 T hey Mieht Have Kuoown That He Was Noca alten
Prophet - e Navvon Joonal of Fowpiy Uietdine ™ BY 00 Studies 19 (Winger 1970
YOG frop nanens s Andrew 1 Bl 10 S Like Heaven Braa oo Bart' Joeeph

Schand the Conntation of e Kinedom of God BY 10 Studies Spring 1080
D3R Andiew 1 Tl aned Dindon W Conk compe and ede L The ande of Jouph
Sthe The Congemitorary Acconnutc of the Naw oo Diseowies of the {5 s feer Joseph Do
Uiab o BYL Relivious Stedies Center, 1980) (esp. nowes: herealter cied as W/s o and

D, Michael Quinn, “Latter-day Saint Frayer Cioclee, 30 AN TR 104
SOl Frsenticls revo el (Sale Lake Gty The Chinek of Jeore Ching of Latier-ihay ‘
Swinte, 1076), 0 713 1
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TN TR IR Rt Provehy e b oo oo fecpy Sl L ed contna
e !4.\””],»!\[( Ny cdhilices where thee Soonts naghe be !Hlfu\\m[‘.\Mhl'u'\wl
fromg on Digh 0 AWashings, anomtimes, end sealings were fist admimistered i

e Pempde T VT O her romple et one and tites weore added
1

b TN e 12 and 1813 Fhese have bean continued o the prosent day
Nt nncspetedivg @ven the seneralby progressave nature of other varly con
Cepts coithos Mermonien, the v oads nteals abo moved through aopraismnaey
Stane

Fhe siontheanee of what folboscd can best be anderstood o the contese of

the Changing Latter-day Sadot concept ef sabvation t Prior to mid-1831 Mer.
mon theology was clearly net predestunanian, The Book of Mormon, fur exion
pley containg no mention of s sl as ealling and clection,” Meleet”
Sdestmed " U predestined ] or Upeedestinaue™ i respect o mankind’s afveritfe,
judgment or sabvatien. The Dacmme and Covenants” sole wse of the phiuse
83T revelation (DXC DL 7y thae

atrons

ealiine and clection™ came oo T

sinnbuly avaided csehatologioad imnhe
Vesame pomt between June and Novomber e, however, DS Uaabone

nen theolomy™ chanoed, A precipitating event seemed to he the 3 June 1831

confecab of the C Hhieh Pricsthosd™ on Chorchebders o Necerdimg o testimoens

i 10T Hhy Bool of Mormon witness Davidd Whitmer, the intadnction of hieh

A
)

fered to be an unfortunate aberration frony scriptural

privsts, e event he consi
covrees, Sl orginated i the mmd of Sidney Rigdon™; "Rigdon finally per-
coaded Brother Joseph to belicve that the high poests which had such great
power inancient times, should be in the Church of Christ to-day. fle had
Brother Joseph inquire of the Lord about it and they received an answer ac
cording to their erring desires,” " Oflicial Chureh historics contiin no recored

of disagrecment ot controversy, and the significance of the event may have been
porccived difTerently as time passed. 7] he new office of high priest quickly caune
w0 be regarded as different from and greater than those of pricst and clder be
ise o high pricst €ould “seal,” thatis, perform earthly ordinances which were

ratificd in heaven. Joseph Smith spelled out this crucial function on 25 October
193] when he i reported to have said ata conference in Far West: “The ordes
of the High Priesthood is that they have power given them to seal up the Saints
anto cternal e And it was the privilege of every Fhder present to he or-
duined to the High Pricsthood.”

oseph Smids, Jr, History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, ed. B, H
Roberis, 7 vols. (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1973), 2:197 (hereafter cited as /fiitory
o the Churcii). Remarks made on 13 Feb. 1835 Ly Oliver Cowdery.

N

+1 am indebted to Anthony A, Hutchinson for extensive assistance with the {ollowing
discussion of the evolution of Mormen salvalion concepts

“istory of the Church 1:175-76

s David Whitner, An Address to All Believers in Christ (Richmend, n.p 1B087) 63,
Yy e alw ppo 32,49, 62, 63, and 65

TUFar West Record,” in the Hicoerical Department of The Church of Jesus Chiist of
Laveerday Sainee Sdt Lake City, Utah (herealter 1LDS Chureh Archivest.

Drcerdonts whinehoad sealine e s ol

b v T N e an

thent, for excnnphe, the tenms e seab and o phece ceaban e altly

reflected the ancient practice of phacing o was ot clav s o dlosc e proteay
adocument from misappropriation. The confimming efteat of o se Tt
ceen in severd Pandine passiges where God a7« hisins by gaving them
the Holy Spitit or the Haolv Spoar of promsc s o vt ation of futmre Dlosenmes
The B cebvoncal fodim saphieadly doprons the

and promices to o
vall e

of God receiving the seal o emprne o Coond o thon torcin b
New Pestament referenees, however e Godbwhoapphe cthe seadss b s o
et relerence tooa human intermediny s part of the Twealing T funcuon
The sixteenth-contury Reformation vsee many of theswe “sealing” passazes
to ppott acbelicC i predestination Piberal teaction o this Cadvinnst doctnine
arose carly in the seventecnth contory swhen Aimenians repeeted this vicw,
asserting that God's sovercignty and man’s frec will were compatible, aned
such “seadings” depended upon chotees of the dinviduad heltever, The Arme-
mian dactrines of free will and individual works continued 1o be propagated
an the Amesican frontier throueh such nineteenth-contury groups as Mexander
seckers” o 1829 when Joseph

Campbell’s followers and other primivist
Simth was working on the Book of Mormon nansorpt, these same panswen
discussed thronghout the Burned-over Districr of western New York <tate

Aside from obvious nonmetaphorical uaaees ol the term Saeadine e
“sealing up’ o hook or plates, or hiding an objecr s the Book of NMormon
employs the term much ke the New Pestvment. NMosah 5005 st od
p. 167), for example, closely followed New Testiment usaee, but extended the
meaning by clearly emphasizing works: 1 woenld thatyou shiondd He stoadfast
and immovable, always abounding in geod works, that Christ, the Lord God
(,)mnip(v)!('nl, may scal you his, that vou mav be brought to Fleaven, ™ Abma
34:35 (Tsted, o 320) further connters predestinarian idens by warming: “
ve have procrastinated the day of your repentiance, cven until death, behold, ve
have become subjected to the spirit of the Devil, and he doth seal vou hisg
and thisis the final state of the wicked.”

The most significant development in Book of Mormon sealing theolngy was
God's sealing power granted to Nephi, the son of Holwman: “Whatsoever ve
chall seal on carth shall be sealed in heaven; and whatserver ve shall Taose on
carth, shalt be loosed in heaven” (Hel 1007, Isted, po 43537 This passage
parallels Christ's injunction to Peter in Matthew 1601719 “Blewed are tho,
Simon Barjona . . . Whatsocver thou shalt bind on ecarth shadl be bound in
heaven: and whatsocver thou shalt foose on carth shall be foosed i heaven ™
The shift from bind to seal — probably to remove “papist” associations with

#Ser, for cxample, Rom. 4111, 2 Cor 12275 Epho 113, 40800 Rey 3618

2 The story clearly s patterned on the aceonnt of flijah the Tibbie “watioe™ the
heavens by drought in 1 Kings 175 alvs compare the Nephi-Eliah connecton in Hel 5030,
! Kings 19:11-12 Additienal paralichs to Mart 16217 1% are Madk #:20, Luke 0220 and

joose parallels in John 6:67-71 and 2022 AN See abe Gon 1426 32 JST
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the testt! docs not carry the soterinlore d and eschatological overtones which

Seent had as 4 New Testament metapher Instead, Nephi can perfornm mirace
ilons p}n‘cir:\l cvents such as comminding a drought that will Lring about «
famine CHel 112 oo hring people toropentance. This, the Pook of Mormon

madiies seal oo allow o e auent ENephiy o seal netaphorically av well
a¢ a demenie agent Jthe doalty whereas the New T estament bas only God

ceading. and then strirtly in an extended sense of the term. Assoctating a human

with this power atlowed Juseph Smith o introduce aswhole sct of theolegical

anovatons
o this contest the 1931 andmation of high pricats becomes such an innova-

I Novembher 1821 these varvions concepts were teansformed into a priest-

tion
hood titead adboswine orduined high priesss to Useal {personsf up unto eternal
et DS a2y DXC T8 Y Thes, Mermaon pricsthood bearers them-
celecs conld perform i ritual o speaiied corcmony s mentioned ) parallelng

for example, teserved solely to Godl Zebedee Coltrin's

whit sttt Calvimes
1831 misiorars i provides evidence that Mormon elderswasted no time i
pnplementing this ordmance: Toesday came o Shalersvilte held a meeting
i the Beendog with the Broand after fabermg with then some length of time
D Dosied sccted them v unto Erernal Tle P Whiatever form the ordimanee
tock at that time, an cpowered priesthood bearer conld thus simultineously
seal wowhole group of people up to ctemal lifer this scams to have been a

spoken ritual. 7o physical contact between the officiator and the recipients is
mentioned.”

A second precursor to the Kintland Temple's endewment caune inan 1832
revelation {now D&CB8Y commanding that a “School of the ]’rophcls” be
cetablished (e mnstruct vanous Church Teaderss After deseribing a format for
greeting members of the School, the vevelation added that no one was to he

admitted unless he wac “elean from the blosd of this generation.™

And be shall be recerved by the ordinance of the washing of {eet, for unto this end
vas the avdiaance of washing of feet mstituted

And auaing, the ardmance of wadung of feetis o he adminisiered by the president,
or presidune elder of the chinich

[tis to be commenced with praver; and afier partaking of hread and wine, he is to
enth chapter of John's testi-

gird himself accordmg to the patiern civen n the thire
mony concerning mes Amens (DECEY 10 11 cer alon verses 74-75)

W Por o other passages from the Book of Marmon which seein to deseribe the Roman
Cathotic church fram the perspective of anti-papist {ronticrsmen in the Burned-over District,
e 1ONeo 1390 2 D 1N T SR See alto Susan Curtis Mernitz,
“Palmyea Revinited: o Look at Farly Nineteenth Centnry America and the Book of Mor:
mon,” The fulhn Whiteer Hotonral Avocation Jowrnal 2 {1982} 3037,

1 Zebedee Ol Thary, 1y Nov PHS T L DS Clioreh Arelives

Pl seme ways, thic ardinance paratleled v vovealed i D&C 60015 and DEC 84292
wherein pricsttood bearers were anthonzed (o seal up swacked pereons to a damning jude-
trent with o wadnng-ofdeer and dnlane cabdua ceremony. This "ardinance of damna-
fon” contd aloe be performed wath refereace G eronp of people at once

BE LRI D aties. of the Pricahead ™ [¥]

I'he Sehool of the Propherswas formathy established L Janvary 1833, and
his ordinance was admimstered as o dieected T While the revelation did not

evplictdy state any relationship beoween the ordinance of washing fectand the

Seeahnn which ual been practccd for over aoyear, Joseph mdieared

ritual of
that oo askdition to bemge Uelean from the blood of thic generation,” pariapants

in the washing ol feetwere “aeated wp unto cternel hfe "

Doctrine and Covenants 88: 119 had commanded the Sainte 1o “estabhsh
4 house, even ahowse of praver, 2 honse of fasting, a house of faith, @ house of
learning, a house of glony,a house of order ahouse of God ™ Siv manths fater,
en b June, the Lard rebubed the Prophet for fatling to begin canstruction of a
Fouse where Heowouhl “endow those whom T huee chosen with power from on
high” (D&C 858

While work on the Kidand Temple therealta procecded apace, even I3t
Mireh 18306 (see D& 093 Joseph had intoduced

fore the dedication on 27
the promised new ardinances which were to comprise the core of what biter wns
cermed the Fartand endowment On 21 Janunay, accercdhng to Joseph Smith s

accountin the ffidony of the Church the First Presidency

cetired e the atnc staay of the prmting oflice, where we attended the ardinance of

casdie aur Deadics i e soater We ada perlinsed o bodies and nor heads, o the
e of 1the Lo

A ey cndle b Tonrer aath the Presidency ar the wost sehist room, i the
Femple, to attend o the ardhimancee of anointing our heads serth bolv oih 1 took
the oil in iy tefe hand, Tather Siidh being seated before e, and the remainder of the
Presidency encircled him rornd about. We then strerched our right hands towards
heaven, and blessed the o, and consecrated it the name of Jesus Christ

We then Laid ong hands apen our aged Father Smith, and imvoked the blesings of
1 then anointed his Leaed with the consecrated oil, and sealed many blessings

Phe Presdency then in i daid their hands upon his head, heginning at

heaven
upon him
the ofdest, until they haed ! Laid their hands apon him, and pronounced such hlessings
upen his head)as the Locd put hite then hearte, all hlesang him to be our Patriarch,
(o anoint oy heads The presidency then taok the weat in their turn, according 1o
Cheir aee, hegmnne atr te oldest and received their anointing ared blessine under the

hands of Father Sonidh

After several diys ol anoitings administered o other prir.\,lhrmd hearers, the
Prophet, on 6 February 1836,

Called the arsinted together o receive the veal <003 their Bl Phe first part
fof dhe inspired crder wast o be speatin sobemn praver hefoee CGind, without any talk-
ing ar confusion: and the condhion with a wealing praver by President Rigdon when
Al the quoreme were o shie with one accond sodenm hovinna to God and the
Famibn with an Awens A and Amens aid hen ol take seats and B apoaben hearts
i stlent praver o Godand f e obtaine o prophieoy oe vivons o e speak thot

Al iy be edified aad oo teether

D Hitory of tae Chadh
Wihid, p 17, 23 Jan 1833
Viofhid 20372 80 20 Jan. B3

I fhad o A0 00 el 183G
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A few weeks fnter at the dedicanion of the temple, Joseph Smith instru tedd
the quorims of iy members and Church ofheers on the ordinance of washing
Af feer . Uwedavs fater, on Maceh 20, e Presideney “proceeded to deanse
anr faces and our feet, and then procerded 1o wash one another’s feet.” Afwer
this was done, those inattendinee U partook of the bread and wine” > The
nest day, agroup of about three hundied male Church members met in the
temple and, alter the admimistiation of the sacrament, reccived the ordinance
of washing of feet as welle The Prophet then announced that he “had now
completed the organization of the Church, and we had passed through all the
necessay cetemonies.” T was just four days later, however, again in the
Kithnd Temple, that Joseph reecived a vision recorded in Doctrine and Cov-
enants 110, of the prophet Elijah™ who gave him the full sealing power of the
Melchizedek priesthood = - an anthority which Joseph Smith did not fully re-
veal and use until Nanvoo.

In Nauvoo the Prophet Joseph continued to expand Mormon salvation
concepts, He defined the principle of "making your calling and clection sire”
i Jnme 1839 sermon as a principle whichoallowed a Church member, after a
lifetime of service and devotion, to be Ysealed up™ to exaltation while yet hiv-
ing, a concept clearly based on 2 Peter 121011 “Wherclore ... hrethren,
ghve dilicence to make vour calling and election sure: for if ye do these things,
ve shall never fall: Forso an entianee shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the cverlasting kingdom of onr Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 0 L his
June 1839 sermon?® has additional importance, for in it Joseph not only linked
making one’s calling and clection sure to sealing theology but also added the
notion of a “Comforter” (John 1:26), which he defined as a personal mani
festation of Jesus Christ. These ideas were in turn assoctiated with the concept
of personal revelation. He urged the Twelve Apostles and alt Mormons to {ol-
low in his own footsteps and “hecome perfect in Jesus Christ.” There was no
reference to the temple in this sermon; indeed there were no functioning tem-
ples at this time.

I Jamary 18H L well aver two years after the Mormans had abandoned
Korthand and its temple, Joseph announced another revelation. In it the Lord

U Thid, p. 41028, 27 March 1836

W Ihid, pp. 429230

e lbid., pp 430233

w1 additen 1o the seriptural paraliels dealing with Blijah, the vision introducing Flijah
in 1836 farmed a foundation far further theological innovations. Elijah began te serve as a

majer svmbol in Joceph Smiths wenmons and in his 130 account of his carly life. Ne serip-

tiral reterences frons Madachi are cited by the ange! in Joseph's 1832 accnunt.

USee alen 2 Pet 119 and Eph 1013204

S fdony ol the Chureh, 037990, 27 June 18300 “Fhe original source i Willard
Pichards Pacher Companion, publiched fn T0£S, ppo 4260 A bric! discussion of this doctrine
s i Rey W Doxey, “Avcepted of e Lotd: The Doctrine of Making Your Calling and
Edection Swee Pasiga G (Jaly 197650 9008 2 more indepth discussion is: Hyrum I
Andies Prcretes of Perfection (Sali Eabe Cirg s Beshaale, 19703, pp. 331100

BURGER “Habness ol e Procsihond i

askedd

them in a house which you have butdt to my name!

“How shall vonr washings be accoptable noto e, except ve perform
(D&C1240:37y The par-
pose of this new temple would be “that 1 oy reveal mine ordinances therein

s

mto my peopley For Tdeign o reveal wto my chineh things which have bheen
kept hud frone before the foundation of the world, thimgs that pertain (o the
dispensation of the fulnessof times ™ ED&C 124040 41) - Anointed Satnts were
thus advised that their Kirtland ordinances were forerunners to other ordi
nances to be revealed alter aw temple was completed o Nanvoo. As before,
however, these ordimances were revealed inadvance by the Prophet 1o aselect
group of Church leaders and dheir wives - the “Onoram of the Anointed [ or
“Holy Order.” ¥ This action proved providentind, s Joseph s killed well
before the temple's dedication.

On -t May 1812 the Prophet, afte
story of hisstore in Nauveo, gathered together nine men: James Adams, Fleber
G Kimball, William Law, William Marks, George Mitler, Willard Richards,
Ivrum Smith, Newel Ko Whithey, and Brigham Young. There, according to
the History of the Chureh he

two dive of preparatinn i the apper

instruct[ed) thenm in dhe principtes and ovder af the Priesthondartending towashoses,

anointings, endowments and the commonication of keys pertnimng to the Adron

exthond, and so on o the binhes order of the Melehisedek Pricvhood, settine forth
the nrder pertaimng to e Anceat of Dave, and alb thoe plans and prmGples by
whieh any one as enabled o secnre the fullness of thowe blessinas wlueh have been pres
pared for the Church of the First Born, and come up and abide ke presence of the
Eloheim in the eternal worlds, o this conneil wacindituted the ancient order of things
for the fust time i these Tast davs, o therefore Tet the Saines fknow] assoredly
that all these thines referted 1o in this conneil are atways governed by the principle
of revelation.®!

1 This group was atso called the Holy Order of the Holy Priesthond. Fora el dicens
con of this group, see 10 Micliael Quinn, "Latter-day Saint Prayer Cireles” NY U Studies 19
(Fall 197R): 8406,

SUffistory of the Church, 50122, The context of the Nanveo endowment ceremony i< oo

ent was the gradueal intro-
of the elie "Holy Ordre”

complex to be fully treated in this short vasay, Clearly one ele
duction of the practice of plural marriage, promarily te membes
althourh Joseph Smith never tavght plural marsiage in the endowment council or Holy
Ocder itsell. “Seahing™ spouses and Tamilies toeether for etrrnity
wéhood ultimately required a formal
nota these beliefe The addivon of this
ngs, was added to the

again finding their inspira.

tion in the prophet Tlijah), and progressing towa
ritual to give a sense of permanence and divine <
“cealing” ritual, in the context of thic discussion of second anoin
1542 Holy Order ceremony one year later. See Lewrence Voster, Refigion and Sevuality
Three American Communal Fxpertments of 1% Cengiry (New York- Oxford
University Press, 1O81), pp. 17232005, 200 336 esposer ppo 143450 See alae Danel W
Bachman, “A Study of the Monmon Practice of Phiral Macriage Belore the Death of Jowph
Smith™ (MA thesis, Poedue University, 1077)

The actual procedures of the endowment cesemnny have conated much specnlation con

cleenth

tered on its possible relationship o certsin acpects of Masonic ritnal. Seme scholare have
concluded that Jaseph Smith relicd heavily on certain Masonic rites in framing the endon -
ment. Duwring this periad his sermons contain many allngans 1o coch Masonic notiops as
sgne, key words, tokans, deerees, ancient nrders, etes Indeed, Heber € Kimballl a long-time
Masen, wrote 0 Parley T Pratton 17 Juee 10020 “ihere is a similarity of preast Hond o
mazonry Br foceph Sec Masenary was tiken from preasthood i s become degencrated

.
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with this account, [t is historically interesting

vk,
in the statcment that the

There are some problems
Hlictors
N

fighest arder of

and AWl vho fater became

that the anrits Wil Do

dgnifieant ieothe apparent crror
e Melrhisedel Pricsthond”
\hout four months Tater, o Tate August 1842,
Fenade Refief Sonicty that “the Tord

wetd T hiwee fully accomplished my mission in this life, and so firmly

dieatlected
wis conferred npon these men

Joseph Smith declared o the

Swill cantinue to preserve

\nrighty

e
established the digpensation of t‘v fullness of the priesthood in the hst days,
Sf carth and hell can never prevail against it {italics

that all the powers

thinge are perfect original i LDS Church Archives). The
ot socicty may have heen ideally suited to keep knowledge of polygamist
Unfortunately, a definitive study of the
Freemasenry and Mormonism has not yet been published. Introductory ma-
trtial Reed € Durham, Je, “Is There No Help for the Widow's Son?", Precidential
Addree ta the Monmon History 20 April 1974; Kenneth W, Godlrey, "Joseph
Sinith and the Mawon<, Journal of the Hiinois State Historical Society 64 (Spring 1971}
oo §OH Mormanism and Masonry: A Utah Point of View (Salt Lake City:
fioand Ladee, of Utab, 1938); S, 1. Goodsin, Adduional Studies in Mormontgm
[Salt bake City, 19327 Mervin B Hogan, The Origin and Growth of Uitah
d fte Conflict With Mormonigm (Salt Lake City: Campus Graphics, 1978}
Mervin B AMormonism and Freemasoniy: The [ineis Episode (Salt Take City:
Capus Graphics, 1980); Anthany W, tvins, Mormonism and Frecmasonry {Salt Lake City,
19347 ; and B. Ceeild McGavin, Mormonisin and Masonsy (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1956},
Iirighain Young recalled specific procedures of the 4 May 1842 endowmment on 7 Feb-
ruzey 1077

Bt teenny {typescript;

inttoduction of a <c
practices frem uninitiated Saints and non-Mormons.
celationhin of
includes
Awociation,

Goodwin,
FLRA N

and Musonry

taenny

Hegon,

Prest Young was filled with the spirit of God & revelation & said when we got our wash-
ings and anointings under the hands of the Prophet Joseph at Nauvoo we had only one
reont 1o work in with the exception of a little side room or office were he had per-
{ormed these ceremonies Cthen after we sent into the large reom over the store in
Nauton, Joeseph divided up the room the best that he could .. gave us our instruc-
tians CAfter we had got through, Bro Joseph thrned to me (Prcsl B. Youne) and sad
Byo Brigham (hn i not arranstd right but we have done the best we could under the
cirrnmstances in which we are placed, and L. .. wish you to take ()m matter in hand
and organize and systematize all these ceremonies [ did 20 and cach tiine T got soine-
thing maore so that when we went through the Tem plc at Nauvoo [ understood and Knes
Bow to place them there. we had our ceremonies pretty correct. (Lo John Nuztall,
Journal, typescript entry for 7 Feb, 1877, original in Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham
Young University, Provo, Utah.)

Heber G cnt under a misecllaneous 1843 journat entry

eatitled

Kimball recorded his part in this s
I was aniciated inta the ancient order was washed and
and so forth in company with nine others.

“Steange Events
aonointed and Sealled and ordained a Preast,
(L.DS Church Archives)

Mormon apostate Johin C. Beunett described his perspective of the Holy Order in his
sty Lefand & Whiting, 1842), pp. 217-35, 272-70.

af the Saints (Bostan:

A conplete List of pames s fouad 1o Konball, Kimball's 21 Decein-
bee 1815 journal entry refers to two unnamed participants in this event as baing “worse than

“Strange Events.”

dead " Law apostatized fram the Ghurch shortly befare Joseph and Hyrum Smith's muiders
in June TR1E; Marks became disallected from the Church and, after briefly afiliating with
Sidney gdon, JTames ] Steanng, and other dissidents, ullimately joined the Reorganized

Chineh of Jeaus Cheist of Latter Day Sainte in 18590 10 Michael Quinn, "Ihe Mormon

Sucee ton Crsic ol I8 BY L Stdies 15 (Winter 1976) 0 214,

Bytcua s Ealear s snes L o e

addded )y The establishmont of Vthe Salness of the SN AT ey ent
the Prophet viewed as his future dife nussion, not as an accomplished fact
d Woodiall reported that

Angust 1813 Wilfon
Brigham Young confivmed that the fulness of the priesthood

priesthood™

Almost o year later on 6
wis vet o be
feliness of the Melehrede
Clenly,

discussed this concept with him for Young added,

given: I any i the Chuceh had the Pricsthood,

he [Brigham Young! did nat know ic” theugh, Toseph hadd at least

“Tor any person to have the
fullness of that priesthood, he must be aking and o priesty A person masy be
anointed king and priest long before e reecives his kingdom.™

Other refevant facets of NMarmon une

thinking had aleo matwied by the

Brigham Young made that statement, notably a l(‘lin'*wm( in the Latter-day

Saint view of “cternal hie”
vision in February
understood

Prior to receiving the
1832 (now D&C 703
“eternal hife”

three degrees of glory™
Marmons, including Joseph Smidh,

in the same sense as other Protestants: an undiiler-

cntiated heaven as the only alternative o an undifterendated el Even after

February 1832 and possibly as late as 1843 the Prophet apparently still con-

ceived “eternad Hle™ as dwelling in the presence of Elohim forever. Tt wac not

6 Hutory of the Church 50139 40091 Aug. 18470 Sinee
lar Nauvoo Relief Socicty minutes or i the Manuscript History of the Church, it probabty

this citatinn s notin the regu-

Joseph Smith's enginal comments

Willord Wondinfl'<
24 May 1845,
Brigham Young's reimarks on being anointed a

represents an anachronistic reinterpretating of

2 [istory of the Choch, 327, This account was taken from
1843, L.DS Church Archives.
June 1843): 920.

king and pricst originated in the endowment ritual administered to selected Church mem'biers
Ly Joseph Smith.
1845, “You have Leen anninted o be kings & pricsts, but you have not been ordained to it
yet, and you have got 1o get it hy being faithful” This concept wac mentioned again by
George O, Cannon in 1083 ™ .
they are washed (hat they micht becaome clean from the Dlond of thic generation

loes ot make

Journal, 6 Aug Compare Orson Pratt’s sermon,

Times and Seasons 5 (1

As Heber C. Kimball explained to a Nauvon Temple audience on 21 Dec.

in the washing that (akes place in the first endowment,
in the
SANC Wy are onddanned (o be Kinee and Priccte - that ardinance ¢ them

. Kings
), and (he promices are
upon them (Salt Lake [Cigy] Schoot of the Prophets Minute Boolk,
1n3, DS Church Archines,

David O McKay explained that the

they

and Priests. I they fulty received of ancther endowment [{eo the seennd anoint.

a fulness of that power, fulflled in the beaowal of the power
typeseript entry for
In 1841 Apostle

s conferred in the initiatary ordinances

2 Aug original in cimphasic in aniginall

“fist anninting”

of the endowment where “one . is anuvinted o become a king and a priest of the Most

Hich; a queen and a pric\lc'< in the rmh:n of God We are anointed that we may

< delivered at the Salt Lake Temple Annex,
he Temple and

become such” “The Temple €
25 Sept. 1941, LDS Archives; Muaren,
fts Significance, rev. ed. {Ogden, Utah: 1974}

For purposes conteriporary o the endswment reccived by imembers of the Nauwvopo Haly

(\ll MOy
also published in Jaceph C comp T
Temple Publications,
"was an actual, not promicory, ordina-

[

Order, however, it may be that this “first anointing

ton, for Heber C. Kimball'c awn diziy recollection of the 4 May 1812 ceremony {eited
n. 24) was that Jie was “ordained a Preast.” Notably, the Kirtland “endowment’™ actually
pronounced recipicnts “clean from the blood of thic genvration™; yer Kimbalt'c 24 Dec 181

diniy also records him telling the same temple audience cited above of more blessings to camne

il you are {aithful and keep your tongue in your miowth.”” Appatently the concept of purilica-
tinon was alen undergoing devetopment and the actial form of thic ceremony changed ac
Joseph Smith developed a faller undersianding of the fulness of the pricathood ordinanee and

its refatinnship to the Mormon concept of godhood
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antil May 1A that Jowph Gorehi that the celestial kingdom ostensibly ™ con-
tained gradoons with the
wonern ssho entero o the new and ecerlnating covenant of marnage (e

or
NDRC TSy ) D&
232y which defingd these achieving “exaltation” in the highest degree of the

biohest gradation reseeved solely for men ad

P Jobv 1893 Joreph di tded another tevelation {now

tal Kingdom as Tgods

The importance ol this teaching i <cen in another
Avgust 18530 Significantly, these comments

Joseph Smith scrmon

civen shortly thereaftar on
‘:"m»m'ri i discussion of three orders or levele of pricsthood - the Levitical or
Naronic order, the patrinrehal order of Abraham, and the fulness of the priest-
lnod of Melchizedek which included “kingly powers™ of “anointing & scal-
ing - called elected and made sure™ ' Said Joseph: “No man can attain to
the Joint heirship with Jesus Chiist with ont being administered to by one hav-
ing the same posver & Authority of Melehisedee™ This authority and power
came not from “a Prophet nor apostle nor Patriarch only but of [a] King &
Priest {of Jesus Christ].”

During this same 27 August 1843 sermon the Prophet said: “Abrahams
fae] Patriarchal power™ was the “geeatest yet experienced in this church.” ™
Flis choice ol words i« proticulanly vevenling, {or by this date ten men had re-
ceived the mitintory washings and anointings, as well as the Awronie and
Patriarchal Priesthood™ on

Melehizedek portians of the endowment ol the
4 May 1842, Many of these had also received the ordimance of celestial imar-
tiage, for time and cternity with their wives. Joseph and Emma Hale Smith,
for example, were scaled in May 1843, as were James and Harriet Adams,
Brigham and My Ann Aneell Young, Hyeum and Mary Fielding Smith,
and Willaed and Jonnetta Richards Richinads™ When Joseph said late in

s ALhooeh this ie the cartent interpretation of this teaching, some have agued that
Joseph Smith was merely vedeseribing the trilogistic concept of three general degrecs of glary
as outdined in D&C 76 Doy other wards, the “highiest lesel” spoken of in D&C U2 wouid
Lo synonymons with “celestial kingdom, " while the “celestial glery™ in D&C 13101 would anly
he referring to the “resurrection of the just”™ deseribed by D&C 76

= An carly letter publishied by W W Phelps, Manager & Advecate 9 (June 18350 130,
soggests that Joseph Smith may have tanght a variation of this doctrine eight ycars prior 1o
D&C 131 “We <hall by and bye learn that Cwe may prepare nurselves foe a kingdom of
clary; beeome archargel even the sons of God where the man i< neither withouat the woman,

vor the woman without the man in the Tord,

W Althaoeh the doctrine and Jimited practice of pliral marriace had been extant for
several years prioe to the 17 July 1813 dictation of D&C 132, the recording of this impartant
revelation introduced several cricial sdeas which are pivotal in understanding the theology
rrronnding the second ancinting ritual. See Robert J0 Woodford, *“I'he Historical Develnp-
ment of the Doctrine and Covenants, P diss, Dept. of Ancient Scripture, Brigham
Young University, 1974 vol % o 1731 .61 and Bachman, “The Mormon Practice of Plural
Marringe

S Joweph Smith, Doy, DS Clivrch Archives; also cited in 1978, po 214

3 In “Seoptural oo, EDS Church Archives, as cited in ]S, po 245,

31 Compare Joreph Smith sermon of 27 June 1839, cited n. 22,

3t Jaseph Smith, Diary, 29 May 1843, L.DS Church Archives. [ am indebted to Andrew
' Fhat for sharing bis sraveeription of this entry which was originally made in Taylor

horthand

BT ROTR Podiess b oo .

August that the Patnarehat Priesthood soas the Sgreanest vt spernneed i e
chuaveh ™ e was well avare that the Tolnes of dee Mol hivedek pricsthoodd swae
ver o be conferred through o bigher ordinanee

In o sense the insttation of this “hirher ordinan e s e lovieal nest
step. Fhe previous twelve vears of pronoumecments, scalmas, and AHOBE LT
‘wnto cternal Ko™ guiranteed a sGitus that, according o Tosephs 1813 teach.
nigs, was subservient to that of the sods. From the perspective of these teach-
s, even the Nauvoo endowment administered ta mcmlbers of e ol
Order™ simply provided that the men who reecived i0warld B in the cefestial
kingdom as angels and servants,. Untl 1843, women had been oxcluded from
these ordinances, possibly because of Joseph Smitth’s personat reluctance, Emima
Smith’s tejection of polygamy, John €. Bennetts laid exposé, and/ar the apos.
tasy and subscquent reconciliation of Orson and Saral Praw over polveams
However, Doctrine and Covenants 131 and 132 indicated thar this exclusion
deprived the men (who had reecived e previous ordinimerst of the highest
kingdom of glory - godhood. The higher ordinance was nece
the revealed promises of “kingly powers” (i.c., godhood ) received in the endow-

ary o confirm

ment's initintory ardinanees. Godhood was therefore the mr:nhn;z of this higher
ordinance, o second anninting, for the proviowsy revealed promises in Doctine
and Covenants 13701926 implicitly telerred not to those wha had heen sealed
i celestial mardiage but o those who had been seaded and ordaied Chngs and
pricsts,’

5ot

queens and priestesses” o God. Such individuals would necessaril
have received the “sccond anointing™; “Then shall they be gods, beeause they
have all power, and the angels are subject nnto them.”

This cpecial pricsthood ordinance was (st administered on 28 September
1843 to Joseph and Emma Smith, The History of the Cliach aives a discrect
account of this cvent:

At halfpast cleven, o a comnetl convened over the s, consstmy af inyeelf,
iy Brother Thomn, Uncle Tebn Smith, Newel KO Whitney, Gearee Mitler, Willurd
Richards. Tobn Tovlor, Anasa Lvian, [ohn MO Beenbisel, and Licien Woodworth;
and at seven i the everning we met o the frong upper room of the Mansion, wih
Wilhin Law and Willioan Marke By e commion consent and unanimons voice of
the connvel T was chosen president of the cpecial counedd

The president Ted in prayer that his divs m

¢ he protonesd il bicmision na
the earth 5 accomplished, have daninion over hiv enemies, Al thein honseholds he

Bleseed, and alf the Chinveh s the wondid o

Joseph Smith's jonrnal, the orizinal conrce, vivesa [eller aecount: “Baurak Ale
la code name for Joscph Smith] was by common consent. & unanimons viice
chosen president of the quortm. & anninted & ordbamed ] v the hichest and

hiohesC order of the pricsthood (& companion ). s Crompanion” was s
wife, Emma, to whom he had been sealed for time and etemits fom manthe

carlier on May 28, Willord Woodrufl's record of this cvent, found in his 1859

35 fistory of the Church, 6:39

M Joseph Smith, Diary, 28 Sept. 1843, LDS Church Archives Baurak Als was a scrip
taral “code” designation Inr Joreph Smith; see DRC 103:21 (1971 ed.).




DIALOGUE S A Joruaar or Momston Trovsia BT RGER T e ot e Priesting. o
Historian's Private fournal was coually explicit; “Then by commion consent -
Joseph Smith the Prophet Received his second Anointing of the Highest & Faria B RNows Eanowar s, SEALING S AND SECORD ANOINT G
Flolicst arder Y DURENG JosEri Syrescs Tir s

P the nest fve months this hagher priesthood ardinanece of the cecond
anointing was conferred upon at least twenty men and the wives of sixteen of .

B L R o ) . Neeond Fadoie- Fodoe Seennd
these met. As the accompanying figure'™ shows, fulness of priesthood blessings Anointing ment ales Seahnge Femnte: et Anointine
diving Joseph Smiths lifetime were reserved primarily for Chureh deaders. An

: ’ . i+ 4 May 42 Janes Ads My 45 Haer Adans % O
apparent reason for the Prophets concern to complete the temple and admin- db y \'a) " J\wlmm }\yr |“1m Loy 45 Harne: Adan O 4y
Soavlay Almoen Babbatt

ister the fulness of the priesthoad to the Twelve was that these leaders must - 28 Sep 43 Jobw Dernbine!
“round up their shoulders and bear 1t {llu‘ ngdom] off,” and, said Jouseph, 17 Nov 43 12 Oct 43 Reynolds Cahoon et Ihicsa Calionn DG e 4 1) Nou 4
“the Kingdom will be established, and 1 do not care what shall become of dar $oFeh 44 William Clayten 22 Jub 4% Rath Clayton e

. . . o . . 15 Nov 43 12 1 Sutler sl Cutle 4 Ot e 4
me. As George Q. Cannon noted in 1869, “It was by the virtue of this ey 12 Oct A3 Alphens Cutler nd Loisl. Cutler 20 O0ct 43 4h Now 43
authorite [i “. l‘ ment” 1 “holy Ly lll teath of ! Sister Durphy U Oct 43
authority [t.e., endowment™ and “holy anointing”), on the dea h o Joseph 9 et 43 Josoph Ficlding " Hannah Fleltine 1 Nov 43
Smith, that President Young, as President of the quorum of the Twelve, pre- 11 May 44 John P. Greene
cided over the Church.” ™ ‘ 25 Jan 44 2 Dee 43 Orson Hyde dnr Miranda N [lyde 18 Ieb 44 dnr

. . . \ B0 Jan 4 5 R Flate Kmh:

[ an important discourse on pricsthood on 10 March 1844, the Prophet 20 Jan 4 May 42 Hebrer €. Kimball nd Vilate Kimball | Nowv 43 20 Jan 13
| edd K 1 o 5 i [ Eliiah i tl dnr 4 May 42 William Law dnr Jane Law - 1 Oct 43 dnr
Joseph was recorded assayig: 1 -‘P”‘“ power & caliing oF LA atye 4 Feb 44 9 Dec 43 Cornelius Lott 20 Sep 43 Permilla Lot L3 Dee 4304 Feb 4t

have power to hold the kevs of the revelations ordinances, oricles powes & en- ' 28 Sep 43 Amasa M. Lyman
dovements of the fulness of the Melehizedek Priesthood & of the Kingdom of Ot 134 May 42 Willian Marks nd Nosanna Marke boOcr 4% 07 Ot 43
toNMay 42 Greorge Milley

God on the Barth & to receive, obtain & pecform all the ordimances belonging

.. N . , ' e Felb 412 Dec 43 Tsaac Morle o leh b Doy GO NMaoddey DY Dec 43 26 Teh At
to the Kingdom of God cven unto the scaling of the henrts of the hearts {sc) ’ ' RV . VR
. R ) 2 Fanny Y. Murray 28 Dee A3
fathers unto the children & the hearts of the children unto the fathers even those 26 Jan 44 23 Dec 43 Orson Pratt
who are in heaven.” *" 21 Jan 4t 2 Dee 43 Parley P Prau 23 Jun 4% Mary Ann Pratt nd nd
. . . . e 2 Febh 4 9 ¢ 4 S el S W Phe 7 . 1 F E
Formally conlerring the fulness of this, the sealing power of Uhjah, com- C]’ t : Rfc :; I\\xlh,ln{r.xlm.!;]u 2 Feb 44 Sally W Phelps 23 Dec 43 2 Feb 43
¥ € ! E n¢ 9 Dec 43 Levi Richards
pleted the basic form of the priesthood endowment.'' In a real sensce, however, Jan 44 1 Mav 12 Willard Richard 1 May 43 Jenctta Richard | Nev 4% 77 fan 4
. X K g DR < K : . - AT C 1y a Parats . N ar
the constant reshofling and recombining of theological and seriptural images dnr P Aay 11 Sidaey Rigdon
during these carly years could casily be termed “the fulness that was never full” 3 Jan 447 Dee A% George A Smith 20 Jan 44 Bathcheha Smh 23 Dee 43 3 Jan b
- . ‘c § Oct 43 4 May 42 ; : K F ; -
At each step of the way, Joseph Smith proclaimed he had “completed the orga- . Oct A4+ May 12 Hyram Soich BOce A% Many 2 Sith POt 8 O i3
K K . o N Lo hoFeb b 28 Sep 43 John Smith ad Claric.a Smith 8 Oct 43 26 Febl 14
nization of the Chureh,” and “passed through all the neeessary ceremontes, ™ o v Sack St 8 Ot 4312 Nov 4
restored the “highest order of the Melchisedek Pricsthood,™ onty to imtroduce 20 Sep 43 5 May 42 Joweph Smith, Jro 28 May 47 Fnma Hale Smith 28 Sep 4328 Sep 43
more revelations and theological innovations creating yet new layers of ritual, 17 Dee 43 Samuel HL Smith
- S : 12 May 44 William Smith
. ned 2 Dec 43 Orson Spencer el Cathorine Spracer 23 Dree 43 ndd
. ' )\\/{I(u}vf! Woodruff, Historian's Private Journal, 1838, typescript p. 24, oniginal in LDS 0 Jan 44 98 Sep 43 John aylor W tar 41 Leonora Tavier | Nev 4110 Jan 44
) C nves . ) K )
l\ll"L 1 rchive , ' L . ) & Oct 43 4 May 42 Hynn Smidh 2 ontay 20 Merey Thompeon nd dor
Fabde 1 hased vipon independent rescarch by ,.31; G. Brown, eepeciatly with respect 27 Oct 43 4 May 42 Newel B Whitney 71 Aue 12 Blicabeth Whitney 8 Oce 43 27 Oct 43
Lol able's graphic design, Andeew 10 Bhat, whose “Ehat Endowment Data Summary, 4 May 41 Ly Wiel
Gitedd i Bis Josepls Smithcs Titioduction of Terple Ordinances and the 1844 Mormon Sue- B Poalay A b byman Ahieht
DB Jan 447 Dee 43 Willord Woodiadl 11 Moy 83 Phacie Wondroff 28 Dac 43 08 Jan o 1

covenon Ouneaion’ (MLAL theas, Brigham Young University, 1982 pp. 97-28, provides miost

A e datine, and my own rescarcl, The Tiding contains only names and dates for which dnr M Sep A% Leien Woodworth nuel Phebe Worddwaorth 20 (e 43 dar
Socameatation is faitly cettain See of the names included are documented as having re- PUNoe AR May 47 Beicham Young %y 13 Moy Ann Youne 1 Now 15022 New 8
coinid one o more of these ordinances, but no precise date has heen located 3 Feh 41 Joseph Young Jane A Yonne Vel hd

M Gearse Q. Cannon, sermon, & Dee, 1869, Journal of Discourses, 16 vole (Liverpool
L.DS Book Depot, 1835-86), 13:49 (hereafter cited as /D).
O Wford Woedral, 10 Mar. 1844, Journal; also cited in 17/S, p. 329,

11 See Brigham Young's 26 Dec. 1845 comments cited in the heading o part [T of thic
Cconay,reennded in Heter G0 Kbtk Journal, <ame date, ”

*dbi=="dird before introduced™; dnr = did notreceive’ daring Joeeph Smith's lifetime; nd == "no dage ™

available, but probably received during Joseph Simith's lifetime; biank space=nothing kiown, or ce-

ceived after Joseph Smith's death Name of the sealings represent plural marriages
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depesited on o mtegrated sith the ofd Clentrally embedded in the evolution
of the anomtng e i cialv Mormen history (including passages from the
As the titaal evolved, lay

i

Book of Morment was the theme of feadership
members of the Chuoreli advaneed into the “inner circde,” receiving ordinances
and syvrbols formetly held onlv by Jaseph Smith and his immediate circle,
while Josephand his assoctates moved on to higher kingdoms, morc surc prom-
ises, and more seeret rituals Althougl change in the fundamental framewaork
of ritual was frozen by Joseph Smith’s death in June 1844, theologic pereep-

tons dealing swith cetain aspects of the endowment --- and, morce particularly,

the secand anointing -~ underwent further modification.
I
Luvery man that gets Jus endowment .. [has been] ordained to the Mel-
clusedeck Priesthood, which is the highest order of Priesthood . . . . those

who have come in here and have received their washing & anotnting will
be crdained Kings & Priests, and will then have reccived the fulness of the
Pricsthood, all that can be given on carth, for Brother Joseph said he had
ctien us all that could be given to man on the carth.

Brigham Young, 1815
(Heber L Kimball, Journal, 26 Dec 1845)
Many aspiring to take control of the Church came to Nauvoo during the
sunimer of 1844, One of these was Sidney Rigdon, formerly a counsclor to
Joseph Smith in the First Presidency. Although Rigdon had received his cn-
dowment on 11 May 1844, he had not reccived his second anointing. Indeed,
none of the major contenders to Brigham Young and the Council of the
Twelve Siney Rigdon, William Smith, Jaumes JL".\\(‘ Strang, Tyman Wight,
and fater Joseph Smith T had received this higher ordinance. ' After Rig-

2 Although ot oversimplifies this complex developmental process, Andrew F. Ehat has
attempted to show how Joseph Smith's additions 1o the Kirtland endowment in Nausoo did
not disrupt the ultimate order of the ceremony. Ilis listing of temple ordinances, based on
the Hustory of the Church, is intended to illustrate this point. Ttems first revealed in Nausoo
are italicized, while those found in both the Kirtland and Nauvon cercinonies are not:
(1) Washing of the body with water and perlumed alcohol (set wording); (2) Sealirg the
washing; (3) Anointing the body with ail; (4) Sealing the anointing {set wording); (5)
Aaronic poriton of the endowment; (6) Melchizedek portion of the endowment; (7) Afar-
riage for time and eternity; (8) Anointing with oi; and (9) Sealing the anointing: (10)
Washing of feet (cited tn H')S, pp. 140-41, note 6: and “Introduction of Temple Ordi-
nances,” o 169,

T Examples of this sdea clearly can be seen in the frequent use of the word “anoint”
mnothe Book of Mormon with regard 1o kings (Jac. 1:9; Fah. 6:22, 27 9:4, 14, 15, ¢ , 22
0210, 16}, with ordained ministers in the early Doctrine and Covenants (68:20-21; 109:35,
53 121506}, and with Joseph Swith as the anointed leader with the sealing power {D&C
124:57; 11207, 18, 19),

“Tur abe aclationship af these contenders 1o the seceand anninting and the succession
e, see Andrew FoEhat, “Josepl Smith's Enteaduc tion of Femple Ordinances and the 1844
Mormon Succesion Question™  (MA thesis, Brigham Young University, 19827, pp. 1891,
csp. hg 1

BUERGER " Valiess of the Peoesiliod o

don’s attenmipt to beecome “guardian’ of the Chorch faled in Aungnst 1849, he
tricd to undermine the authority of the Quoram of the Twelve by administer.
ing his own ceremony of washing and anninting (0 a4 group of dissidente. Prie
mantly duc to this action, Rigdon was excoemmunicated from the Clinreh on
8 Sceptember 184447

Litde actual ordinance work was done for o vear or mote after Joseph
Smith’s death. The Saints donated money, time, art, furnishings, and other
material to make the temple attic ready for use;'™ and in Iate 1845, Church
leaders began to prepare to admimster the inital cndowment to members, On
10 December 1845 the endowment was given for the first time in (he temple
[ts first recipients were members of the “Toly Order,” who desired “to go
through with onr washings and Anointing again in the Temple of our God,™ @
Between this date and 7 February 1846 when Brigham Young officially closed
the temple, approximately 5,200 members were endowed. '

The endowment that these initiates received, as described by Heber €.
Kimball's journal for the period, deseribes a cequence of ceremonial rituals,
enactments, and words taking place within the framework of a proces-
stonal movement from room to room (o symbolize pm‘qu‘\{(mn from birth to
exaltation.*?

A special altar for sealing ordinances was dedicated on 7 Janunry 18467
On January 8 the fulness of the priesthood was then administered for the fust
time in the Nauvoo Temple. Onee again, among the carliest o receive the
sccond anointing were those who had alvcady reccived it from Joseph Smith.
The first were Heber C. Kimball and his wife, Vilate Murray. Brigham Young,
who performed the ordinance, and cight other observers gathered in Brigham's
Room No. 1, donned special temple clothing, sang a hynim, and proceeded with
the ordinance which involved anointing and the pronouncement of a blessing
by Brigham Young, Among other thines, he promised Teber 'Co Kimball

1" See Lude G Brown, "T'he Holy Order in Nauves” unpublished manuseript, pp 12237
COpy in my possession.

‘¢ For details concerning the construction of the Nauvoo femple, including the adminis-
tration of endowments in 1842 as well as December I885=February 1846, see Brown, “The
Sacred Departmants for Temple Work in Nauveo,” and Fhat, * They Might Have Known
That He Was Not a Fallen Prophet’ ™

4T Heber G Kimball, Journal, 8 Dec. 1845

S History of the Church, 7:543--5380; the las* eatry on pa
for the final day's ordinance count: the Seventy's Record would bring the cemulative total to
5,210 George AL Smith’s estimate would honst this t0 5631 endowments, The lower figure
is probably more representative, however, for by using a third souree (Heher G Kimball,
Journal, 7 Feb. 1846) the cumulative total woudd he 3151

580 gives twe possible figures

2 Heber C Kimball, Journal, 11 Dec. 18450 Compare Increase MeGee and Maria Van
Dusen's exposé, Posttively True: A Dialogue Beticeen Adam and Eve, the Lord and the Devil,
Called the Endowment (Albany: C. Kilmer, 1847},

w0 History of the Chureh, 7:566. In addition to journal accounts, another published
description of this altar dedication is in Jelen Mar Whitney, “Scenes in Nauvoo, and Inci-
dents from H. C. Kimball's Jourmnmal," Woman's Exponent 12 (1 July 1883): 10 These
descriptions were taken from Hebee C Kimball, Jowrnal, 7 Jan. 1846
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d:;pmilu! an o mtegrated svidh the ol Clenteally cmbedded i the evolution
of the anomtine ritwal i carhy MMarmen nstory {mcinding passages from the
As the nitual evolved, Ty

'

Book of Mormeny was the theme of foadership
members of the Chnrely adviniced mto the “haer arcle,” receiving ordimances
and syrnbols formerly held onhy by Joseph Smith and his bmmicdiate cirelre,
while Joseph an I his associates moved on to higher kingdoms, more sure prom-
ices, mnd more searet situals. Although change i the fundamental framework
of ritual was frozen by Josepl South's death in June 1844, theologic pereep-
tions dealing with certain aspects of the endowment —- and, more particularly,

the seeond anointing - underwent further modification.
11
Lvery man that gets s endowment .. [has been) ordained to the Mel-
chisedeck Priesthood, which 1s the highest order of Priesthood . . . . those

who have come in here and have recetved their washing & anointing will
he crdained Kings & Priests, and will then have recetved the fulness of the
Pricithood, all that can be given on carth, for Brother Joseph said he had
afven us all that coudd be piven to man on the carth,

Brigham Young, 1845
{Heber € Kimball) Journal, 26 Dec. 1845)

Many aspiring to take control of the Church came to Nauvoeo during the
summer of 1844, Onc of these was Sidney Rigdon, formerly a counsclor to
Joseph Smith in the First Presidency. Although Rigdon had received his en-
dowment on 11 May 1844, he had not reccived his second anointing. Indeed,
none of the major contenders to Brigham Young and the Council of the
Thwelve Sidney Rigdon, Williane Smich Fames Jesse Strang, Tyman Wighe,
and later Joseph Smith 111 had received this higher ordinance,” After Rig-

12 Although it oversimplifies this complex developmental process, Andrew F. Ehat has
attempted 1o show how Joseph Smith's additions to the Kirtland endowment in Nauvoo did
not disrupt the ultimate order of the ceremony. His listing of temple ordinances, based on
the History of the Church, is intended to illustrate this point. Tteans first revealed in Nawvoo
are italicized, while those found in both the Kirtland and Nauvoo cercmonies are not;
(1} Washing of the body with water and perfumed alcohol (set wording); (2) Sealing the
washing; {2) Arointing the body with oil; (4) Sealing the anointing (sct wording); ()
Aaronic portion of the endowment; (63 Melchizedek portion of the endowment; (7) Mar-
riage for time and eternity; (8) Anointing with oil; and (9) Sealing the anointing; (10}
Washing of fect (cited in 18778, pp. 14041, note 6; and “Introduction of Temple Ordi-
nances,” o 169,

" Excanples of this idea clearly can be seen in the frequent use of the word “annint”
the Book of Mormon with regard 1o kings (Jac. 1:9; Eth. 6:22, 27, 9.4, 14, 15, 2(, 72,
10010, 161 with ordained ministers in the carly Doctrine and Covenants (68:20-21; 109:35,
335 120016), and with Jaseph Staith as the anointed leader with the seating power (D&C
124:57, 132:7, 18, 19).

f f

“lor die ddadonship of these contenders to the second anninting and the succession
isur, e Andrew FoBhag “foceph Sinith's Introduction of Temple Ordinances and the (844
Mormon Succesion Question”™ (MA thesis, Brigham Young University, 1902), pp. 1890,
csp. fig. 1

BUERGEIR “Uutness ol e Preahon! i

don’s attempt to become “ginrdin’ of the Church faded i Nugost 1844, he
tricd to undermine the antharity of the Quoram of the Twelve by administer-
ing his own ceremony of wiashing and anomting to o group of disadents Prie
marily duc to this action, Rigdon was exconmunteated from the Chureh on
8 Septamber 1844

Little actual ordinance work was done for a year or more after Joseph
Smith's death. The Saints donated money, time, art, furnishings, and other
material to make the temple attic ready for use™ and in late 1845, Church
leaders began to prepare to admimster the mitial endowment to members. On
10 December 1845 the endowment was given for the first tinme in the temple
Its Arst recipients were members of the “Holy Order,” who desired "to go
through with our washings and Aneinting again in the Temple of our God.™ "
Between this date and 7 Febraary 1846 when Brigham Young officially clesed

the temple, approximately 5,200 members were endowed. '

The endowment that these initates received, as described by Heber CL
Kimball’s journal for the period, describes a sequence of ceremonial rituals,
enactments, and words taking place swithin the framewortk of a proces-
sional movement from room to room (o symbolize pmgw\(i/m from birth to
exaltation.*®

A special altar for sealing ordinances was dedieated on 7 Janaary 18467
On January 8 the fulness of the priesthood was then admimstered for the first
time in the Nauvoo T'emple. Once again, among the carliest to receive the
sccond anointing were those who had alicady reccived it from Joseph Smith
The first were Heber C. Kimball and his wife, Vilate Murray. Brigham Young,
who performed the ordinance, and cight other observers pathered in Brigham's
Room No. 1, donned special temple clothing, sang o hyinn, and proceeded with
the ordinance which involved anointing and the pronouncement of a blessing
by Brigham Young, Among other things, he promised Heber "Co Kimball

1 See Lide G, Brown, “I'he Holy Order in Nawvoo, unpublished manucript, pp 17-

7

copy In iy possession.

i For details concerning the construction of the Nauven Temple, including the adminis-
tration of endowments in 1842 as well as Decrnber 16815-February 1846, see Brown, "“The
Sacred Departments for Temple Work in Nauveo,” and Ehat, © They Might Have Known
That He Was Not a Fallen Prophet.””

4 Heber C. Kimball, Journal, 9 Dee. 1845

5 [istory of the Church, 7:543-380, the fast entry on page 380 gives o possible figures
for the final day's ordinance count: the Seventy's Recard would bring the cumualative total to
52100 George A Smith's estimate would boost thic 10 5,654 endowments. The lower figure
is probably more representative, however, for by udng a third souree (Heber C0 Kimball,
Journal, 7 Feb. 1846) the cumulative total would 1e 5,151

19 Heber C. Kimbalt, Journal, 11 Dec. 1845, Compare Inerease McGee and Maria Van
Dusen's expasé, Positively True: A Dialogue Betcween Adam and Eve, the Lord and the Decil,
Called the Endowment (Albany: C. Kilmer, 1847).

%0 f{istory of the Chureh, 7:566. In addition to journal acconnts, another published
deccription of this altar dedication is in Helen Mar Whitney, "Scenes in Nanvoo, and Inci-
deats from I C. Kimball's Journal,” Woman’s Exponent 12 (1 July 1883): 10 These
descriptions were taken from Heber Co Kimball, Jowrnal, 7 Jan. 1846
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the “blessing of the Holy reserection, Even to the Eternal Godhead”™ Hleber's
wife was then anotnted Vac Queen & Priestess unto her hushand™ and received
the same blessing as he did.™!

Within the next fow davs, ather Teading biethren and their wives also 1
creed their second anotnting. Whea the temple was closed on 7 February 1846,

aled for time and cternity, and just

wer two thonsand couples had heen
under six hundred persons had received the fulness of the priesthood through
their seennd anointing. In addition to Brigham Young, at least nincteen other
men were delegated authority o perform sccond anointings.”” On a typical
dav,wix to twelve couples recetved this ordinance. A few women were sealed to
ety current husband for time but as a queen to a decensed man {usually
Joseph Smith) for eternity. For the first time scveral polygamous sceond anoint-
mg seatings were also performed.™

In actual practice the second anointing as petformed for couples by an
officiator was the first of two parts comprising the fulness of the priesthood
ceremony. The second part was private, without witnesses, and involved only
the husband and wife. Tis significance related to the resurrection of the dead as

" Inthis part of the ordinance, the wife symbolically

Heber € Kimball notes”
prepared hier hushand for his death and resarrection, a ceremony that gave the
wife aclatm on her hoshband for herself in the resurrection.™ Kimball's journal

" Book of Anointings, 8 Jan. 1846, pp. 3-4, photocopy of holograph, original in LIS
Churchr Archives. The “Book of Anointings,” a special record, lists all recipients of the second
anainting tn the Nawvoo Temple, including texts of several of the personal blessings received
with the anointings (1DS Church Archives). Kimball and his wife, Vilate, originally received
the sccond anointing on 20 Jan. 1844, and the second part of the fulness of the priesthood
ceremony on 1 April 1814 Based on our discussion at the end of part 1 of this essay, it s

pesoble that Kimbalt's ardination to the “Eternal Godhead” reflected an elite modification for
this eardy Mormon leader’s sccond anointing, which normally anointed a recipient to god-
hood: Brivham Yoeung also was blessed, in his second anointing by Heber €. Kimball, to
Uattain nto fthe) Ereenal Codhead,” as was his wile, Mary Ann. Aside from these reflerences,
no other evidence s presently known 1o support this supposition. It is notesworthy that one
week prior to the commencement of second anointing conferrals in the Nauvoo Temple,
Heber €0 Kimball recorded a “temple wedding” between William AL Young and Adelia C
Clark wheretn Brigham Young “proneunced them Husband & Wile, and sealed them tapether
as such for time and for all cternity, and also scaled them up ta eternal life, against all sins,
except the ain against the Holy Chost, which is 1the shedding of innocent blood, & pronovnced
varions blessings upon them.™ (Heber C. Kimball, Journal, T Jan. 1846 the Book of Ancint
ings contatns no record of a second anointing for Witliam G, Young and Adelia C. Clark.)

< Based on the Book of Annintings, typescript, original in LDS Church Archinves, the
men pedorming seennd anointings included Ezea T Benson, Zebedee Caltrin, Window Farr,
William Huntington, Onvan Hyde, Aaron Johneon, Heber C. Kimball, Amasa M. fyman,
Greorge Miller, Tsaae Mooy William W Phelps, Orson Praw, Parley P Pratr, Charles O
Rach, Aalfiany Smith, Witliam Snew. Daniel Spencer, Orsan Spencer, Jobn ayloi and Biie-

B Y erene
CHank of Anointings, typescript

“tHeber € Kimball, Journal, “Strange Fvents)

S Compare the blessing Hyrum Smith gave Joha Faylor on 27 July 1843, that “shall he
voated mpon yenr bead in e day than you khall be anointed & your by prepared for jic

BUERCER S “Tidness of the Pricsthined

i refers to Mary washing and anointing Jesus’ feot and may be derived fron
Lspeculative belief taught by some carly Mormens that Jesus Christ marg
Mary and Martha, the sisters of Fazaros
A number of historical records indicate that the anomted Teshand and w
“might perform the second pact of the fulness of the priesthood ordinance lid
afew days to as much as a few vears alter an ofheintor perfonned the seen)
anointing.”’
These bricl weeks in Nanvoo and its temple vepresent o
tion of sccond anointings. Although the endowment was spaa
Jod westward, no available recotds o diaries indies

e coneent

b i

tered after the Saints tre
that the higher ordinance of fulnrsswas given for over two decades,

1 ‘

It would secm Lo be necessary that there dhondd e siore care taken in 1'
administration of the ordinances to the Saints (v nider that those whe h
not proven themscloes worthy might not partale of the fulness of o
anointings unttl they had procen iemselves worthy thereof vupon ber
faithful to the inttiatory principles: as preat carclessness and a lack
apprectation had been mamfested by many who had partaken of th
sacred ordinances.

John Tuylor, 12 Oct. 1683

(Salt Lake School of the Prophets Minuate Hm)“

As the Church and its memboers adinsted to their now coviranment, ity
st h s cor

emphasis on physical stvival shifted 1o mare spiritual activitic
pleting personal and Chureh histories and doing temph: work. "The Fndo
ment Flouse was dedicated Dy Fleber €0 Kunbadl ind endowments were i

huriel” {typeseript from Patriarchal Blessing Book 3 po 144 original in 11§ Churehy
chives). For biblical accounts of Jesus Chrict's anointing for kis hunial <o Matt 26061

Mark 14:3-9, John 12:1-8

/ 56 See Ogden Kraut, Jesus Was Married tnp, 1906%) for a comypilation of early 1Y
citations on this belicf. A more scholarly analysis of this question is William Eo Phippe, 18
a5

Jesus Married? (New York: Harper & Row, 1270% and Wiiliam E. Phipps. “ The Cave for
Married Jesus,” Diatocur: A Jounrnat or Mowsion Troovernr 7 (Winter 1972V 444

“ Some Journal entiies which document this time separation betaeen the fiest and oo
parts of the fulness of the priesthond ardinance jechnde Theber G0 Kimball {eitrd i tes
above) ; Phincas Richards, Journal, typescript entries for 22 Jay, 1846, 1 Pebl HEAG) orieing
in LDS Church Archives; Robert McQuarrie, Journal, typeseript ratries for 13 Nov, 189
| June 1894, original in LS Church Archives; Willianu 11 Spart, Diary, typescript enuie
for 31 May 1901, 20 Junc 1901, Western Americana, Marviot Library, University of Utall
Salt Lake City, Utali; and Sylvester Q. Cannon, Journal, typescript entrics for 30 Sepr 10U
and 28 Oct. 1904, original in LS Chureh Avchives
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administered there on 5 MMav 1855 Another decade would pass, however,

before second anointings were resumed. The explanation lor this continued
histes v nnhnown Unquestionably the general subject continued 1o be dis-
o On 26 Novemboer 17 (on exivmple, Wilford Woodrall recorded in his
diary that, “In campany with G A Smith 1 ealled upon President Brigham
Young and asked council about pablishing the endowments or an outline of it
teliing the time when the Twelve reccived their 2nd Anointing & about the
organization of the Couneil of 50 He gave his concent for us to publish an
account of it <o that the Saints might understand (077 A few weeks later, on
December 18 as he worked 1o update the official history of the Church, Wood-
rull vecorded a few refevant procedural comments by George AL Smith who
sated that Joweph tanght that hut ane king & Priest conld he anointed at one
mecting i private room dedicated by primision to anobit i, but onc Person
could be anointed in a day but in the Temple several eonld be anointed i a
day Buta cach anointing the meeting was dismisced and then came together.”
In Brigham Young's view, however, “When the Femple is finished & a place
duly prepared we should not be confined (o any particular Number in sealing
and anointing.” ™

Whether President Young initally intended to avwait the completion of
new temple belore remstating s ond anomtingsis not clear. However, by carly
January 1867 ten vears before the Saint George Teniple was dedicated, he
decided to resume this highest ordinance of Mormonism, On 26 December
1866 Presdent Young met in council with the First Presidency and Quorum
of the Twelve in a session which touched on the subject of endowments and
sccond anointings. In this mecting he clacified several procedural issues before
reinstitating the ordinance of the second anointing. Willord Woodruff's diary
for that procedural mecting on 26 December reports that President Young
deseribed “the avder of the 2d Anointings™: the mitiates would be dressed in
temple clothes while “the Administrator” could wear street clothing or temple
clothing.*" A deeade tater he repeated these instructions to Wilford Woodruff, ™

Furthermore, “there should be but one man anointed at any one mecting
il more than one man is anointed in a day They should come together and
open by Praver as though their had not been anv meeting before and thus con-

"o

tinuc to the end. Wilford Woodrafl's journal continues: “President Young
said when a woman was anointed a Queen to a good man and he died & the
woman was sealed to another man for time it was not necessary for her to be
anomted a Queen acain hut if <he was anointed (Juecu to aoman who was

Feorenad sty of The Church of Jesue Chinst of 1oatte day Saintc, 5 May 835, 1.08
Clinreh Archines

SWaard Woodeadl, Jowrnal G New 1
SO, 18 Dee, 1057
SN 06 Dee. 1866
UL, 15 Jan 1477
2R, 76 Dec. 1866

ENS Cheureh Archives

BU LRI " adnee of the Pricaeiond ™ gy

not worthy of a wife & she is sealed to another man she should be anointed o
Queen vnto hime When i good man dies & his wives have not heen anointed
Queens unto him they may be anointed Qucens to bin after his death without

any Proxy.” Phis Tast comment sngpests that the second anointing was, ot
feast durnng Bricham Youug's admimstiation, the onle vicarions ordinance
wherenn acliving proxy was not always required

The next day, the First Presidency and most of the Twelve conseerated
olive oil for use in administering the seeond anointing. And on 31 December
1866, Danicl H. Wells and his Tour wives received their second anointing {rom
Brighwm Young who had perfumed the consecrated sil for this ordinane e, A
Wilford Woodrall recorded, I brecetinen rejoiced at the commencenient
again of the administration of these ordinanees which had not been adminge -
teved since they were in the Temple at Nauvon ™

This cvent marked the Deginning of anew petiod of confening the fulnes
of the pricsthood. George (. Caimnon and his three wives received their secand
anointing the nest day, on 1 January 1867; Joseph AL Young teceived his on
January 25 Brigham Young, Jroon January 3, Joseph | Smith and his tvo
wives on January 45 and many others followed from .lini'u;\ry throngh June
1867.%

Brigham Youne's views abaut the number of persons toreceive the secondd
anoiting on a single dav apparently changed dightly dinine the initial week,
for on 2 Januvary 1867, “it was decided by Presider Young that we dress & offer
up the signs of the Holy Pricsthood before we give the 2d anointing & only
anoint one man & his wives in one day at one place.”” ™ Fight weeks later, on
February 26th, President Young again revised the pracedure: “We should
not anoint ownly one man & his Gunily at one mecting. if any other wamen
are to be anotnted to another man 1t muost be o separate meeting, there may
{he] two meetines in o dav at one place™ ™ '

After the ceremony was recorded inowritten Torm, President Young, then
i the Last vear of his life, appointed Woodrafl 1o preside over the Saint George

61 Thid.

S5 Ibid., 30-31 Dec 186G, Compare flijah Larkia Tournal, 31 Dec. 1866, Le Library

56 The cited names are found in Waoodrft Jovrnal, 31 Dec, 1866, 1.4 Jan. 1867, In
addition to WondrufM's entrics for HIGT, other private journals and diaries, many available
in the LDS Church Archives and Lee Lilran, reeerd the administration of second anoint.
ings, inchuding Elijaly Larkin, Jourual (30 Dec 17663, Thomas Fyans Jrremy, Journal (30
April 1867}, Jesse No Smith, Jewrnal 4% June 186731, John Lyman Smith, Diary (30 July
I8G7), 1. Joha Nuotall, Journal (23 Sept (8673, Lotenso Brown, Diary (7 Oct. 18671,
Sylvester 1L Earl, Dinry (1867), John Dyman Smith, Diary {23 Oct 18681, Henry Fyring,
Jourmal (24 Febo T8772), 1 DT McAiseor, Jonenal (10 Aprit 1477, Samoel 1. Rogers,
Journal (P el 10783, Oliver Bo Phaavivgion, Jowonal (12 Jan 1881Y, Samuel Batenan,
Diary (30 Nov. 168%7), and Thomas Mennnott Fearoal (13 Deel 1289 and 13 Tel 19090
Animiportant pablished aceomnt of the cecond anointing is Mas 1B 1L (Fanny) Steabouse,
An Fnplulocoman in Ltal: The Story of a life’s Experience i Marmonism (London
Sampson Low, Marston, Seatle, & Rivington, {880, ppe 320-21,

" Woodrull, Jonrnal, 2 Jan. 1867,
% Thid,, 26 Feb. 1067
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Femple wineh ad opened carlier that vear amd take charge of its allairs. Tnso
doine, Woeodnoff recorded that the President gave “me power and anthority to
give Second Anointings, and seal women to me as [ might be fed by the Spirtt
of God, ™ Consistent with WoodridlUs cinphiasis on vicarious work {or the dead,
Vcarious second anointings were conducted in the Saint George Tample.™

Sixovers hater on 28 Apil 1883, Church President John Taylor announced
Crevelation reestablishing the School of the Prophets for “all such as are
worthy ™ - and thereby rsed several interesting questions. At a preliminary
organizationat meeting on 25 [uly 1883, George Q. Cannon, counsclor in the
Fitst Presidency and George Revnolds, seeretary to the First Presidency, weie
appointed to “get together all papers and information that they could obtain
relating to the farmer Schools of the Prophets that were organized under the
direction ol the Presdents Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, so that the
School might be properly organized in accordance with the designs of the
Mmighty.”

Fhey presented then findimes to the Virst Presidency and the Twelve on
2 August 1883

of the intervening history, there was confusion about how all the previous initi-

U Understandably, i view of the time elapsed and complexity

ation rites and ordinances fit together. "The August 2 minutes taken by John
Irvine record George Q0 Cannon's remarks:

Now, awhether the washing of feet fat the original Kirtiand School] was suspended by
the Fndowment or not is a question in my mind, and probably, in all our minds, But
it seents to me clear that alter Peter, at least, had received an uncommon hestowal of
power at the Transfiguration, that the Savior even after that washed his fect and the
feet af the restand commanded them that as they seen him do so should they do ta
one another. e was one of the Jast ordinances he pecformed in their midst. Brother
Nuttdb whispers ta me o thioe with which yon are no doubt all familiag; that in the
wasbung that takes place oo the firse endowiment, they are washed that they might
become clean from the blood of this generation — that is, 1 suppose, in the sune way
they are ordained vo be Kines and Priests —— that ordinance docs net make them clean
from the blaod of thic pencration anymore than it makes them Kings and Priests. ¥f
they folly received ol anmilier endowment Tie) the second anainting), a fulness of that
pessergand the promises e flitted in the bestowal of the power upon them. (Em-

phasis i crignal

Further discossion led to the condusion that the original School in Kirthand
had not used the “grecting” vutlined in Doctrine and Covenants 88, More-
over, 1t was dectded that the Kirtland School's washing ceremony was not in-
tended to be wpreparatory ordinanee for the Kirtland Temple. Apostle Erastus
“lypercapt of signed statement by Willord Woodrafl, 26 March 1833 microfiln in
James GO Bleak Papers, Tee Library
" Eamuel Holhster Rogers, Journal, typescript entry for 1 Fel 1878, original in Lee

FLibrary

“ESab Lake {City) School of the Prophets Minute Book, typescript entry for 2 Aug. 1883,

LT T SO
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Snow recadled s T did not undesstued (i) 1o be o prepatany work o1
understood it rather as a fnishing work, and the words veed in most cieas J
according to the best of my recollection, were: 'Twash you aud pronounce you |
clean from the blood of this generation.” ™ He defined “huishing™ asdhe Tass :
paat of the Kirdand cndowment “something extra”

President Taylor subscquently decided that the ordinance of wiashing of
feet could be appropriately used to initiate indivicduals into the School of the
Prophets. The “form of ceremony™ decided upon by President Tayvlor was simi
lar to that used in the Kirtand endownient and to that vsed in Nauvoo to
confer the higher blessings in its invocation of proper authority. the place o
this ritual as “an introductory ordinance,” and a pronouncing of blessings upon
the recipient, The ordinance was, of course, strongly reminisceat of the ritual
pesformed by the Savior with his apostles during the Last Supper. School |
minutes state that President Taylor occasionally inserted “And 1 say unto
thee thy sins are forgiven thee”” He also specified that “the washing of feet
is not the same ordinance associated with this as attended to administration
of Fndewments in the Kirtland Temple ... . This is a“distinct thing and
is introductory to the School of the Prophets. The other was an endowment.”
[he exact purpose of the washing of fect may have thus been primarily e
minder of their responsibility to be united and to provide selfless service,

President Taylor asserted that the Church was then {(in 1883} operating on
a “higher plane,” ™ apparently higher than that of the School initiation and :
the Kirtland cndowment half a century earlier. His 1883 decision to allow the |
washing of feet as an initiation to the school, complete with the pronouncement !
of cleansing from the blood of this generation, suggests {hat ounly those who had |
received their second anointing, or were worthy to receive it, were admitted to
the school since the preparatory endowment washed initiates only fo become
clean from the blood of their generation. After the complete order of temple
ordinances was establizhed i Nauvoo, it took conferrat of the fulness of the
pricsthond to complerely “cleanse™ anindividual from this blood. [t would
seem that if a member had not received the second anointing but was initiated
into the 1883 school, the washing of feet would confirm cartier “dleansing”
blessings from the preparatory endowmeat bt would not aflivm other promises
given in the second anointing, Those whn had previously recetved the fulness
of the priesthoad would merely be renewing blessings atready received with the
second anointing. A further requirement of those entering the T8 schoot, be-

w“

sides the endowment and temple marriage, was “eelestial™ or plural mnrriage

22 8chionl of the Prophets Minutes 27 Sept. 1883,
T hid, 12 Oct 1883
SOibid, 28 Sept. 1803,

75 his requirement would have been consistent with a revelation received by Presidrnt
Johin Taylor on 13 Oct. 1882 that all Church leaders, both Jocal and Churchwide were 1o
abey “iny law™ — e, the law of plural marriage «— or they would not “be considered worthy

D——— |
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N avior, reflecting on some ol the foreeoing uncertaintics, ox-
President \ goimng R
piained ata mecting of the schoslon 12 Octoher 1883 -

Pt e e b things arem the <hape they ate s beeanse foveph felt called npon (o
snfer ol endimnces connected widh the Poiesthood. e felt in 2 hurry o account
s certam premenition Loep that he had concerning his death, and was very desirous
wo mmpart the endovements aud all the ordinances thereof to the Priesthood during his
Ll time, and Gt swontd secin 1o be necessary that there should be more care taken in
the adounaraten of the ardinances to the Saints in order that those who had not
proven themseloes worthy might ner partake of the fulness of the anointings until they
had proven dthemeelves warthy thereof, upon being faithful (o the initiatry principles;
acgreat caredesess and a Lack of appreciation had been manifested by many who had
partaken of these saceed ardimanges

Phe President concloded, “Iad Joseph Sinith lived he would have had much
mare o say en many of those points which he was prevented from doing by his
death.”” ™"

v

Noomman rcee

ceroed

ves a fullness of the Melchisedek Pricsthood tll he has 1e-

I . . . : .
lis second anomtorgs. Men reconvmnended for this sacred ordinance

dhauld be men of Gad whose faith and inteprity are unquestioned,

Joseph I Smith
(in Anthony W, Ivins, Diary, 8 April 1901)

Once the basic Tormat was established, sccond anointings were regularly
administered i the temples at Saint George and Logan, and later at Salt Lake
Citvoand Manti; the ordinance tvpically was performed by the temple presi-
dent, whop with the exception of Wilford Woodinfl at Saint George for some
vearsg was not an apostle. During the 1883 discussions in the School of the
Prophets, President Tavlor indicated that (oo many members had received the
higher ordinances of the temple before they had proven themselves worthy
He and George (. Cannon fele it would be advisible for the endowment (o be
administered in separate stages, with the fulness of the pricsthood given onh
after the candidate had proven himself or henell worthy of the higher blegsing.™
Because of the proliferation of sccond anaintings, the Tirst Presidency iesued,
over the next few decades, several procedural requirements. /

On 7 October 1889, six: months aflter he was sustained president of the
Clrache Woodedl “spoke in regand o second anointing [sfe] and suid the
Prosihonts of Stakes were to e judges of who were worthy to receive them.”

Hieadso indicated that e was an ordinance of the eteenat world which be-

to Lotd my pocsthood” “Revelauon” cited in B 1L Roberts, Life of John Taylor (Salt Lake
City, 1892 pp 1049 510 See alo John Taylor, 6 Oct. 1884, Journal of Discourses, 25:309.

“School of Die Prophes Minues, 17 Oct. 1883,
“Sehonl af the Prophes Miniee 2 Ane. 1883, 27 Sepr. 1083

BULRGERC T ahiess ol e Poesvhiod” 3t

longed particutarly to old men’
therealter given final signatory authority for general temple recommends, a

Although stahe prosidents were shortls

6 November 1891 First Presidency directive indicated that second anointings
were still to be given final approval only by the president of the Chureh.™

Lo 1901, Lorenzo Snow, fourth Church president, stated “that persons who
are recommended for second anointings should be those who have made an
exceptional record, that they are persons who will never apostatize. " Other
carly twenticth-century Fivst: Presidency writings ad correspondence™ indi-
cates that at various times the following criteria of worthiness were applicd:

{1y Unquestionable and unshaken mtegrity to the work of the Lord.

(2) “Valient in the defense of the truth,” “active in all good works,™ have
borne “the heat and burden of the day, and endured Guthhlly to the
end.”

(3) Obedience to commandments such as tithing, Tnw of chastity, honesty,
cte.

(1) Age was to be considered, but a member dud not need o be “old™ to
receive the ordinance; recipients, however, tpically were over Oty
years old.

i5) Candidates had to have “gathered with the bhody of the Church)”

@

Faithful “non-gatherers™ would be “dealt wath by the authority on the

other side of the veil.”

(6) Candidates could not be guilty of any major sins - - c¢.g,, a man who
committed adultery after receiving his endowment would not be ree-
ommended, cven after full repentance.™

“* Abraham 1L Cannan, Journal, typescoipt entry for 7 Octo 0889, vol 21 po 179, oviga-
nal in Lee Library; oo also Cannon's journal entey for B0 Aug. 1803 voll 17, po 91, for a sins-

tar comment on stake presidents” anthority to recommend candidates for sveeand anointinegs

2 WiHlord Woadinutf, George Q. Cannonc and Joseplo 170 Snvith, 6 Nov, 1891, Lo the
Presidents of Stakes and Pishops of Wards, DS Chureh Aechives: also cited in James It
Clark ed., Messages of the First Presidescy of the Church ef Jesus Christ of Latter-day Smnts,
1833-1564, 6 vols. (Salt Lake City: Bookeralt, 1965.75), 3:228: herealter cited as MDY
A similar circular Ietter weas released just a fow days later on 10 Nov, 1891 which was idents
cal except for the omisuon of any meation of second anointings; also cited in MFP, 3:220

5 Anthony W. lvins, Jourual, typescripy entry fnr 8 Apnit 1901, ariginal in Utah State
Historical Society, Salt Lake City, Uralh

' See, for example, Jaseph F. Smith, Jehn R Winder, Anthon 11 Lund to C. R. Hakes,
U Aug. 1902 Smith, Winder, and Tun:d to SO L Clitpman, 16 June 19052 Smith and Winder
to David John [and] Joseph B Keceler, 18 Macch 19 Suvith, Windee, aod Tund to G0N
Lamd, 21 Novo 1996 Smith, Winder, and Lund 1o Lewis Anderson, 14 NMarch 1997 Sovith,
Winder, and Lund tn Oleen No Stohl, 22 May 1908 Saith, Winder, and Lund o Jsaae
Smith, 16 I'eb. 1909; Joseph I'. Smith, “Tenple Instructions to the Bishops.” 1218, in M,
5:112; and “Special Instructions to the Stake President)” for 190121 Al of these docn-
ments are in Confidential Rescarch Files,

A2 Isaac C. Haight, who, according to tradiitonal cources, wae excommunicated for
authorizing the Mountain Meadows Massacre, was later rebaptized and dicd en route (o
the temple to receive his second anointing
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iy Coandidates did not honee 1o he Chureh office but it was expected

that ofhcers such as aposttes) stake presidents, high councihmen, bish-

Ops, andd pattine he would he wmlhy to 1eceive the ordinance

Candidaies for posthumouns second anointings had to have recetved

their endowment during their lifetime, and therefore must have been
members of the Church as well

(0 Usually candidates must have been married and sealed in the temple.
Living bachclors ordinarnily were not allowed to have deceased women
anointed to them single living women were more [requently anointed
to deceased nien.

Specific gidance on women's recommends varied somewhat. During Wil-

ford Woodruff's administration, the rule was “not to permit a woman to be
According to

a First Presidency fetter in 1900 {during President Snow’s administration }, this

1 s

anotnted to aoman unless she had Tived with him as his wife.
Srule wason Mrestricton of the rale i such case which {was] obtained during
the Lfctime of President Brigham Young and John Taylor” After reviewing
this policy, the Fast Preddency decided 1o “restare the practice” as follows:
Ay woman who has beensealed to aman in life or by proxy whether she has
thved with i or not, shall have the privilege of being anointed to him inas-
much as he shatl have had his second blessings.” ™ Joseph I Smith, fifth presi-
dent of the Church, followed this new rule n 1902,%° but by 1907 he and his
counselors John Ro Winder and Anthon H. Lund wrote: "It is not customary
for woman [sic] to be scaded to men, to whom they may have been sealed after
death, but with whom they had not lived in their Hfetime as husband and wife
in the marrtage relation. 0 They must be, or have been, hushand and wife

cor onge flesh, to nse the scriptural expression.”™ ™ One 1904 First Presisleney
teter dended confereal of the second anointing upon a woman whowe deceased
hushand was not considered worthy of o rccommend due to his indifference
toward temple work prior to his death.™”

‘larenzo Snow, Georme Q. Canoon, and Joseph FL Smith (o John DU MeAliisier,
14 April 1900, Lorenzo Snow Letterpress Baok, Confidential Rescarch Files. Ser also Willord
Woodruff to James H. Martineau, 75 Oct. 1887, ibid.
“4 Snovw, Cannon, and Smith ta J. DT McAllister, 14 April 1200, ibid
€% First Presidency letter of 11 June 1907, recorded in J. DT MeAllister Journal, type-
seript entry for 31 Dec. 1902 original in Lee Library.

Toweph B Sty Jolin RO Wander and Andion 1 Lund o Lewis Andersen, 14 March
Vv, Conhdontinl Research Viles

!

S Smith, Winderand Fand to Thomas R Bassetr, 4 Nove 1904 ihid. Other letters con-
taning directives on second anomanes {or females are the First Prevdency o Fhoma B
favw v, A Jan, 19020 Siath, Wander, and Lund to Thomas E. Bassett, {6 Nov, 1903 Smuth,
Winder, and Tund o G0N Lund, 21 Nov. 1906, Smith, Winder, and Lund to Witliam
Bocdie, 20 May 19080, With respect 1o the rule that a man and wife were to have been

endovved mrinhers during thein Bfetimes inorder to receive the second anainting posthne
morely the Piest Trevdency connarlind ome stake president that persons whao had died before
the Chureh was prgamized could be recommended, provided that adequate evidence was

BUERGER: "Fulncas of the Prissthood” RN

The recommend itself avas vwsaadly mitiated by o candidate’s stake Presi-

dent, Tis not known to what extent stake presidents were rncomaged to suly-
mit recommends for second anomtings to the Chureh president Bvidence sug-
o8t that some men and women had l(‘r]nw\((‘(! second anomtings prior to the
189055 Once letter from Wilford Wood rull to Salt Lake Stake President Angus
M. Cannon suggests that Iocal inttiative was occastonally excreised ™ Bishops,
If a stake

an

however, were discouraged from submitting such recommends
president felt a conple worthy of the ordinance - almost presupposing that all
stake presidents had previously received the sccond anomting - they filled out
an ordinary temple recommend withont indicating on it that it was for a second
anointing. They then submitted the recommend together with a shart bio-
graphical summary of the candidates diveetly to the Chureh president, a pro-
cedure followed for both the lving and the dead. Only after the Church presi-
dent reterned the signed recommend would the stike president then contact
the candidates, who usually knew nothing of their candidacy. Recommended
candidates were instructed not to discuss their second anointing with anyone
outside the temple, and stake presidents were divected not to send more than
one family per week to the temple for completion of the ordinance o main-

tain this confidentiality™

W, Winder, and Lund 0 Oleen N St

available to determine their worthiness. See S

22 May 1908, Confidential Rescarch Files

2% For example, sce John Taylor to Fliza Perry Benson, 14 March 1A86, Jobin Taylor
Letterprass Baok, 1886-087, 1.DS Church Archives: Jolin Mawkine to John Tayler, & June
1886, John Taylor Letter Ms. File, 1LDS Chureli Archives; Benjamin I Johnson to First
Presidency, 9 Dec. 1886, Office of the First Precdidency Journal, T John Nutall Papers, 1.DS
Church Archives; Eliza U Snow (o First Presidency, 27 Dec. 188G, ibid: and Witford Wood-
il to MW Merdll, 29 March 1888, T.DS Arvchives. (Note: most of the Jetters cited
through the balance of this essay are in restricted Ales with vanons titdes These are cited
from a compilation of exteacts of Fiest Presidency fetters entitled “Hidtorieal Department
Confidentinl Research Fites 1950219747 LS Churreh Archives vandi, copy in Archives and
Manuseripts, Lee Tibewry 1 One request feomn Beaianmin FooJolunen 1o Jolin Taytar 29 Jan
1887, LS Churdiv Avchives Maked ford the Brivdedge of 2d anomune for my son James
Fransis, who is the 1heont Bishop at Tempe - Heds aver 30 years of ane and apeary really

ane of the comeing young men of Zion.” (Conhidential Researehy Pile?

f2WSiford Woodrafl to Angus ML Canso O Jan FRES ihid Ser devter feom Smith,
Winder, and Lund to President Moses W, Tavlor, 4 fan, 190020 “We wonld say that it is not
experted that people shall he found asking that i mest sacred ordinance <hall e adminis-
tered (o them, but you should take pains t~ wek aut the worthy peaple under your jurisdic-
ihops,” ibid

tion, and thi< by means of your counselars und

T Camnon, Journal, 1 Awe 1897 sol 7 5 91 lee Libeary: Smith,
Winder, and Lund to Moses W Taylar, 4 Jan 1702 George botibba (Seeretary 1o the Firs
Presidency) 1o Lia W Hinekley, 9 Deel 100y Smith, Winder, and Land 1o FThomas B Bas
sett, 4 Febo 19020 George FoGibhs to Alna SMenll, 1 Jan 1908 Winder and Tauad (o Don
G, Walker, 24 March 1909, Joceph Fo Smuth, “lemple Bistrucions o dhe Bishops,™ 1910
{alve cited in MEP, 5:012) 0 AN documients in Confidental Reveareh Files

t Smith, Winder, and Lund to Thomas . Bascett, 4 Peb, 1902 Senrh, Winder, and
Pund to G0 RO Hakes, B Aug 1902 Simth, Winder, and Toand 1o J0 S0 Paier, Jr 27 Sept
1903, George 1. Giges to Alma Mereitl, T4 Jan 1908 Winder and Lond v Don G Walker
24 March 190%; and “Special Instructions to the Stake Presiden” for 1901 21 ihid
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Consequently, it is unclear precisely what Jong-term effect the sccond
anointing had npon the hves of ats recipients, nor, for that matter is 1t known
1o what degree the conferml of godhood by the sccond anomting was held to be
Cenditinnal or unconditional. Noso of the carlicst nieteenth-century com-
ments exphicitly dealing wih the sceond anointing clearly imply that the ordi-
nance was then held to be unconditional. As carly as August 1843 JOS(‘[)I\
Smith had expanded on the Catvinist doctrine of the clect in a sermon can-
taming overtones of predestination, On Angust 13, the Prophet reportedly
said, “When aseal is put upon the father and mother it sceures their posterity
<o that they cannot be Joct but will be saved by virtue of the covenant of their
father.” Another report teearded: 200 the Covenant scaled on the fore heads
of the Parents secured the children from falling that they shall all sit upon
thrones as one with the God-head joint Heirs of God with Jesus Christ.” ™
This promise scems to have been invoked in Heber €. Kimball's personal
sccond anointing blessing given by Brigham Young on 8 January 1846 related
to his posterity.™

Indeed, cven the promises of godhood outlined in Joseph Smith's revela-
tion on cefestial marriaze (now D&C 132) scemed unconditionally dependent
npon having received the key ordinances of celestial marniage and being “scaled
by the Holy Spirit of promise, through him whom | have anointed and ap-
pointed unto this power™ (v, 18), a referenen to the sccond anointing. Joseph
eqquated this “sealing’ with the “Holy Spirit of promise” in a 10 March 1844
sermon as i ¢ Elijah.”” He then explained, “to obtain this sealing is to make

oot

onr calling and clection sure Tndeed, “the power of Elijah is sullicient to
make our calling & Llection sure.” ™ "Fhis scaling power of Elijah, the power
to seal on carth and in heaven, even the “Holy Spirit of promise,” was bestowed
“by revelation and commandment through the medium of mine anointed,
whom 1 hiave appointed on the carth to hold this power {and T have appointed
unto my servant Joseph to hold this power i the Fast days, and there is never
bt one on the carth ot o tGme on whom this poswer and kevs of the pricsthood
ae conferred ) TD&C 13270

2 William Clavten, Diary, 13 Aug. 1843, and Franklin . Richards' “Seriptural Tters,”
as arted in JUJS) ppo M1 42 ariginals in LDS Church Archives. Compare History of the
Church, 5:530-31 In 1978 po 300, Bhat and Cook argue that this effect upon the posierity
of parents was conditional, net unennditional, Their comment is based only upon the Howard
and Martha Coray Notchook, cited in W JS, p. 241; furthermere, they assume the “scaling”
poben of by Joseph Smith ic that of marriage. The actual “scal” discussed, however, was
thiat of the Holy Spirit of Penmise or the second anointing, not on a couple’s marriage. This,
aeowetd as the conments cited i the narrative cemly show that Joseph Swith intended 1o
tate that the <calimes uncondinnnally atfected a conple’s posterity after this life

Senk of Ancintines, B Jan 1846

Seriptoral T Gnd in B8 0 335 cphasis in eriginal.

Wl ord Woedrd!, Jovinal, same date, cited in WIS, p. 3305 see also D&C 1240104
This contemparary interpretation of cquating the "Haly Spirit of promise”™ with the "calling
doctrine, parteularly with respect to its conferral by a human inter-
wediary, has <ince nnderenne significant reinterpretation.

and elretion sure’

<Y he wltiiate reeript of ths powerful sealing authority f[rom a sole human intermediary,
' 4o~ oeitive denarture fiom Joseph Smith's earlier caution against

BUIF e ke Fobiess vl the 1o st Ve

The unronditional promise of exvaltation i the highest degree of the celes-
tad kingdom as gods and goddesses inhierent in this pricsthood sealing ordi-
nance of Blijuly was weighty indeed, vet sowas the sole postmortal alternative:
hanishment as sons and daughters of perdition for whom there is no forgiveness
in this lfe or in the herealter.” The scading of the Holy Spinit of pramise seem-
ingly dick not Jeave recipients of the sccond anomting cligible {for the graded
degrees of judgment outlined in Doctrine and Covenants 760 they would be
cither gods or devils.

Doctrine and Covenants 132:26-27 implics that such jersons would br de-
prived of godhood ouly il they committed the unpardenable sin: e, " mur-
der wherein ye shed innocent blood, and assent unto my death.™ ™ This would
seem to give license to commit a wide varicty of sins including adultery, rape,
incest, thelt, extortion, cte., and still be guaranteed godhood after “they shall
be destroyed in the fiesh, and shall be delivered unto the bufTetings of Satan
unto the day of redemption.”

Themes of the unconditional nature of the second anointing occasionally
appeared in public sermons of Church authoritics in Utah, On 7 April 18
Orson Pratt stated,

Tt we have no promise, nnless we endure in faith unto the end In spraking of
thin, T will qualify my Tangoage by saying, that the Saint wha hac been sealed wnto
cternal life and falls in transgression and does noc repent, ot dies in his sy sl be
alllicted and tormented after he leaves this vale of tears untit the day of redemption:
but having been sealed with the spirit of promise through the ordinances of the house
of God, those things which have been sealed upon his head will he realized by hun in

the morning of the resurrection, o
]

Pratt’s September 1860 comments on this subjecCwere given in the same vein
s wonld scent 1o be as near an unconditional promise as can well be made
to mortals. But this is not altogether unconditional, for there ane some execep-

tions; but i would come as near as anything we have ever read of 7 A an

the two great abominations of all Chrictian primitivists, papism oand pricaerale; we Susan
Curtis Mernitz, “Palinyra Revised,” pp. 33-35

7 See Prigham Young, 8 Aug. 1852, JD, 3:81

29 [t is possible that some carly Mermons may have extended this deprivation of gadhood
to anyone who committed the unpardenable sin; jobn Do Lee's recollection of the dehbera.
Gons preceding the Mountain Meadows massacre deccrilies the concern of those invelved that
by killing the women and children, they might be guilty of shedding innocent blood. This
1ack was left to the Tadians so that “it wonld be certain that na Mormeon wanld be guilty of
shedding inmocent blood —= il it shoukd happen that there swas any innocent Blood 1a the come
pany that were to die” John D Lec, Moarmonism Unveiled: or The Life and Confrinons of
the Late Mormon Bithop, John D. Lee (St Louis: Brand & Comuany, 1877Y, po 237 eme
phasis in original. Lee reccived his second ancinting 17 fane 1A6] John 1 Lee, Dhary tvpe
sctipt entry for same date, original in LDS Church Archives.

 This passage of scripture may have provided some thearctical baas for the latier-das
doctrine of blood atonement preached by several nincteenth-century Church authonitics

teo Jp, 2:2060.
101 16 Sept. 1860, JD, 8:311-312
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November 1867, Brigham Yeung affiomed, “When men and women have
Haveted o eortan paint i thadr Tabors i this hife, God sets aosead upon them
vivnt thes never ean forade thoe God oor Ths kingdom s fors rather than they
et do s Hre el aconoo take them to Flimset o 0

I‘wg\iu these dhimmaoens of anconditionadity, however, others swere con-
cemned that those swho had received the second anointing might see it as a
eerees to cammit amy sin short of the unpardonahle ones These Jater expros-
aens concerning the socond anointing’s conditional natie were not only more
frequent than comments ahontits unconditional nature, but these conditional
CXPIOSSLONS implicitly or exphiatly indicated that the sccond anomting could be
imvalidated by actions lea serious than the st against the Holy Ghost. Heber

€. Kimball, for instance, graphicatly stated:

Soure will come with great seal and anxiety, saying, "D want iy endowments; T want
my washinge and anointines; Towant my Blessings; [ owish to e sealed up (o eternal
Hves: Taich to have my wife waled and sy ehildren sealed to me;™ in shore, U1 desire
hisand T owish thae” What cood would all this do you, if yon do not tive up ta your
profession and practise yom veligion? Not as much good as for e 1o take a bag of
<nd and baptize it Ly hasds upon 1t for the gift of the Holy Ghost, wash it and
anoint, and then seal it op o eternad Tives, Tou the cand will be saved, having Glled the

meaarre of it ereation, hut vou will not, exeept threough faith and obedience.'™

Lighteen months later, Kimball further explained, “Now you say 1 believe in
the prineiple of clection. 1do; 1 believe o if [the clected] L be faithful to
the end of their days, they will be saved —= every one of them, “Thatis as {ar
as I believe in election.”™ ™ Brigham Young cchoed this idea: “"There are few
who live for the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob after they are sealed
upon them. No blessing that is sealed upon us will do us any good, unless we
live for 1077 This pragmatic emphasis on salvation through works was also

preached by George (). Cinnon::

When e [Brivham Youne] sealed aoman up ta eternal life, ke hestowed upon hiny the
fbessings prertaining o cterning oned to the Godhead, or when he delegated others to do
i Bie seads God oo e cternad world recorded (e acty the Dlessinas that were

Vot wornan, they awoere seaded 1o be hinding in this life, and

sl e that oo o
ot Bl which i oo s they hecanie part of the recards of cternity, and wondd

e filtitied 1o the veny derter vpon the heads of thoze npon whom they were pro-

10217 Nov. 1867, JD, 170103 Al of interest are Heber G Kimball's 2 April 1854
remarks: “What you have ageeed to do, God will require you to perfonm, if it shounld be ten
teneand years aiter this tme. And when the seevants of God speak to you, and reqnire you
oo thine, the Loed God will fulfil THis words, and make you [ulfit His words he gave to

1 cervants Juaannch as you have come into this Church, and made a cove-
e the world, ad deave unte the Lord, and keep Hic eammandments, the Locd
ot el yen ta da it 30 shoedd be i ten thoucand years {rom this time. These are my

e and U know Towill he e gD N

Ramhall, 6 Ot 1855 f D 30240
L 19 Apet 18570 S0 Vs G4 Seeale hiv comments on i Aprd 1AYT 1D,
T o

yoor thron

Sopnonny

Broohom Yeonun D0 b 4
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nounced, provided they e (atthfu! before Clad, aud foifitled their pae of 1he

covenant 10

Indeed, the conditional nadare of the second anointing bas hecome even
maore pronounced within the fast two genenations, die to an apparent rome
terpretation of the “Holv Spint of pramise ™ “Elijah’s coal™ 15 not seen s
Joseph Smith saw it ~—as making one’s “calling and clecnion sure™ - but s
now explained as the Toly Ghost, In the writings of twentieth-contury Church
authoritics,' the Holy Spirit of promise, or Holy Ghaost, Tus now hecome a
“divine censor” which both seals and unseals ordinances according to an ever-
changing judgment of an individual's worthiness. Given this viewpoint, it is
226 punishments of Mdestruc-

unclear when the Doctrine and Covenants
tion in the flesh™ and “buflctings of Satan” would be applied for sins other
than the unpardonable one. A stiict interpeetation would hold for imiediate
punishment after someonce who received the sceond anointing and Holy Spirit
of Promise sealing committed “any sin or transgression of the new and ever-
fasting covenant whatever, and all manner of blasphemics”™ f the second

anointing is “unscaled™ howcever, it scems that these persons would no longer
be subject to these prescribed penalties. Morcover, by ascribing a ronditional
stance to the second anointing, it would be difficult to pereeive 1t as significanthy
different from the promissory anointing received i the regular endowment.

v

It is not customary now for presidents of Stakes, as you hncw, to recom-
mend people for higher blessings.

Heber J. Grant, 1927
(Heber J. Gramt to Levi S Udall, 6 April 1927

At the turn of the contury the Church had 264000 members and about
fifty stakes; by 1920 there were 508,000 members; in 1928 the onc-hundredth
stake was organized " By the time Heber 1o Grant hecame president Tate i
1918, over 14,000 sccond anotntings had been [»r';fr'n‘mul for both fiving and

deccased mambers! In the midst of this groveth, President Grant issued g

106 Geovge Q. Cannon, 17 Auvg, T6R3. /D, 24: 2740 See aleo Charles W, Penrase, 2 Jan
1881, JD, 21:3568

107 See Joseph Fielding Smith's opinion an this question in Doctrinee of Safvation, 1135,
ad 2:94-99. Bruce R. McConkie cchoes this wdlea in Mornion Daoctone, Tnd edopo 362
McConkic's “The Seven Deadly Heresies,” a fireside addrees at Brigham Yonoe Univerdy
I June 1980, should alse he understood in light of this question. BY I Decotional Speeci e
f the Year, 1980 {Prove, Utali: BY'U Press, 19310 7480, ep p 77

vos Tames BooAllen and Richard O Cowan, Marmanion an the Tioenneth Contiey aes
ed. (Prove, Utahe BYU Press, 19693 pp. 51, 54

109 This figure is based on the Salt Lake Temple Ordinance Book, T.HS Church Archives
aswell as D01 MeAllister's Fetals To year ending Decs 31018987 {ar the Saint Ceore
Logan, Manti, and Salt Lake temples, 1.DS Church Avchives. NMcAllister was, at the tme,
the president of the Manti Temple.

o j



1) Dot

Ao g ot Mowrsion T oo

pohey chanee wheh hoadleced the frequency of second-anointing achninis-

trations to this day

The records which o ate the precise date of this poliey chanege are naot

0

eta histeans, but on 30 January 1925

pocenthy v President Grant

wrotes "Second Blessings are cnly piven by the President of the Church upon
recormendation of amember of the Council of the Twelve” Evidently in
response Lo stake president’s inguiry, the presdent continued : At some l/imc
when one of the Apasdes is in vour Stake, if he feels to properly recommend
Brother -0 the matter will {he] taiken under advisement,”

This implicd decision to discontinue receiving recommendations from stake
prosidents for second anointing candidates was reiterated by President Grant
o b Apul 19270 It is not customary now (or presidents of Stakes, as vou
hnow, to rccommend peaple for higher blessings. That matter should be taken
up by the visiting apostle at vour quarterly conference, and all recommenda-
uons of this kind should come direct from the apostles.” '

This policy change dramatically enrtailed second anointings among mem-
bers According to a George I Richards fetter written in 1049 during his ten-
vieas president of the Coundl of the Twelve, the palicy was a direct result of
anincident occurring Cabout 19287 A “hrother who had received his Second
Blessings, while speaking in o pricsthood mecting in one of the Jdaho stakes,
told the brethren that they all should have their Second Blessings. Of course

that was a serious infraction of the charge which he received when he had his

Sceond Anointings; but [ have never learned of any scerious consequences to
foltow, except the action on the part of the Authoritics, discontinuing the ad-
ministration of these blessings in the Church,™ '

While figures are not availuble for cach president, averages proportioned
to their dates in oflice would indicate that Wilford Woodrufl autharized near by
2,000 or an average of pust over 300 cach vear the Salt Lake Temple f)])(‘l‘:\[('(/l
during his adminstration. Loienzo Snow apparently also authorized ahout
2000 sccond anointings, voughly twire as many per vear as had Woodrulf,
Joseph I Smith apparently authorized about 4,000 ancintings, or jess than
half as many per year as s predecessor. And Heber 1 (‘§mm‘npp:n‘vn!!\' an-
thorized only a few hundred for an annual average only one-tenth that of his
predecessor. I the Salt Take Tempie the fiequeney of second anomtings
peaked at the turn of the century during President Snow’s shot administration
anc fell sharply in 1922 1o a mere trickle by 19280 After 1928, the average

wits less than two per yean for at least the next decade and a half, Data alter

P e bt e S L G, 300 Fan 1 Teher |0 Grant Letter Books
Chonlidential Reveach 1.
S Hcher oGrant o Tevs S0 Udabl, 6 Aprit 1927, First Presidency fetterpress Copy-
beeks, £DS Church Arcliiv- !
P Gearee T Richards to the Members of the irse Presidency and the Quarnm of the
Paelve typescnipt copy, no dice (bt based oo Richards 18 Aup. 1940 journal entry, this
g ! Ys

fetter was detivered on the vamee dated | original in George ¥, Richards Collrction, LDS
Charch Archives ' )

Lt v

1941 e not presenthy available to historins. By 1941w total of 6,000 seeond
anomtings for the hiving and over 2,000 for the dead had been administered
in the Salt Take Temple during the Tate nineteenth and twenticth centuries.
Three-Tourthe of the total were for the living; and theee-fifths of the total were
for women, Counting all temples, just under 15,000 second imomtings had
been perfonmed for the living by 1941 and justc over 6,000 for the dead "

Dhiring this period of declining administrations of higher blessings, George
I, Richards singlehandedly labored to revive this practiee. An apostle from
1906 to 1950, he was also president of the Salt Lake Temple fron 1921w 1937
and chaired a special apostolic committee which made extenvve procedural

changes in the endowment ceremony.”™ Ina 1934 detter o Presdent Grant,
he Tieted five General Authorities who had not received second anointings and
wrote, T imderstnd that it is in order for 2 member of the Council of the
Twelve to recommend worthy members to the President of the Church to
receive their Sccond blessings. Accordingly, T recommend that these brethren

and their wives be invited to receive their blessings. ' At least one of these

candidates was not approved until December 1942 when he recorded inhis
jotrnal, I have anxiously looked forward to this action. The records show
that there have been 32,405 such blessings administered in the Chuech and that
during the last 12 vears there have been hut 8 administrations. Thirteen of the
32 Generad Authorities have not had thetrs and at least two others whoe hasve
had them with their fiest wives have later wives not vet anointed 1o their hus-
bands.” ™" A few days later he wrote in another journal entry: “T'his has been
a wonderful year for me and my family ... .1 have been instrumental inres
newing the former practice in the Church of administering Second Anointings

113 Ser note 109 and statistical reports in Cenealogical and Historical Magazine of the
Arizona Temple District 14 (April 1938): 1011, and 15 (April 1939): 1011, Thew satis
ties were published under the divection of Tranklin T. Pomcray. Tnterestinely the same type
o statistics were ncluded in Grorge Fo Richards's tetter (cited no 1127 hawever, hic totals
are significantly diflerent from those cited in the text. Richards claimed that just over 22,000
cecond anointings ad hoen performed for the Living by the end of 1942, with over 10.000 for
ihe dead. His statidicc for seconsd anointings in the Nauvoo Temple are alinost 150 short of
the number recorded i the Book of Aneintings, and his Salt Lake Trmple statistics were
dyamaticatly inflated shove those efficially recorded in the Salt Lake Temple Ordinance Book

Tt shauld also Le poted that althongh a great mumber of vicanous second anointings wen
perfornned, Chureh aflicials seemed womewhat reluctant to permit a wholesale rash of these
ordinances for the deard. Prosident Lorenze Snaw was quated ac saying, “Many faihfnl
people have gone ints the spirit world without thow blesdngs {ie,, the second anninting], and
tiey will Jose nothing by i1, and that he prefeeeed o reler [them} o the future than o
undertake to endore recamimends for persons who cannot be reeulady recommended ™ Ceoee
ICibbe o DT Chonaon, 2 Dees 19000 Oy 1% Oct 122000 Mot o Chrne Anthony W
Teioy, amd Charles W Nibley wrote Towph W McMurrin, saying it “has bren somne years

vinee ordinnnees bestowing second blesings fie | seeond anointine] have been pedormed an

caves where hoth parties are dead ™ Conlidential Rescareh Daite

W Gearee T Richaeds, Journal, 7, 8, 12 Apeil 19205 10027, 08 Dee 1921047 June
1922: 90, 31 Augnst 19225 14, 16, 17,19, 20 Apnl 1923, 12 July 1024, 8016 Dec. 1526
25,27 Jan. 1927 for a description of this committee’s activitics; LDS Cherch Archives

v hid ) 19 Aprit 1934

10 Ibid., 10 Dec. 1942
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to faathful members, the practice having gone practically into disuse

I sore that the Lord hasinsproed what T have been able to do along these

Lines. 0

Tedeme Trem by s

ks sevens years L, hosever, in a 1949 letter pre-

e Counal of

conted ot the Fist Presidency and the Fwelve, Richards stll

exprosied frustraion: o dClone toe 1 b felt that 1 would like to expr
tes vou the disappomtent 1 eel i that we have practically discontinued the
admnnistration of Second Anointings in the Cliareh [ have not been able
to bring mysell o feel thae the Lord s pleased with us in neglecting such an
important and saered endowiment S Thousinds of good and faithinl men

A women are dying without cecciving o fulliffinent of the promise made them

i conncction with the temple caremanies Afier citing varions statistics and

the Tdaho incident discussed above, Richards concluded -

It appears to me that the wistake mide by the good brother in Idaho was not 0
rerious as o justify Tetting those sacred ordinances come into disuse in the Church. |
Hins o iy the time t act; with such modifications as to details as the brethren might
feat to make, insuring that these blessings be administered only 1o thase who are worthy
tatereive them

L there is condenmation resting upon s for oue neglect, the longer we delay action
the wreater will he our condemnation

Femplec ander constinction now and o the future shald be provided with a roam
for the adiminisiration of thewe blewings alone, to he known as the Holy of Holies, for
i we do not o e in e matter hefore us, some others coning after s will do so for
ot he done, aned temples should be dedened and consiriucted with that thought
i nind

Teis to be hoped tha tus commuuieation will not be shelved and forgorten with-
e full consideration Dy his Council For weverad vears these matters have given me
creat mentad soxrety and pirinand coneera, and bt for want of courace | would have
sought an opportunity oo be heard vears aeon 1 ode not want o l«'\\'}' thic ¢prhere of
action without vicorsudy protesting o andifference and neglect Y i

While the res i Care senthy available, Richards di

I th alts of this exehanee are not presently available, Richards did note
o hisjournal thar diy s “The paper and other statements made by mein con-
nection therewith were accepted T e

Vade from acfaw foos and other Lagmentary bite of information, svery
little i known of recent LDS practice regarding second anorntings. One per-
son recalled that when he waea smad] oy dna miral Utab town carly this
. (TP i rerite e el - g i
century, Usceond cndowments {ie | sccond annintings] were spoken of rather

Fodiiv, however membiers tvpically do not understand sueh

o

frogenty.”

velirences ar Do of the ondinae Nonctheless, occasional stances of

T ) 30 Dee i9 e
Cheter oned o g

Richards, Jonrnal, 18 Avy e

CAssel Clahyte t b e Bibaoapds ety tiled “Second Fndowment<™ which je-
cret et terorcs wle Bl s S Dcatd s beced in AL CL Lambert Pagers Special Cot.
st D N s T Ve of Uil emiphiasis in ncheingl

BUTROGELR Hadness of dhe Pricereed it

present-day anointings have ocenred 0 Vicanous second anointings are aiso
preformed, but are less frequent. Formerly the Church president delegated
authority to perform second anointings 1o General Avuthonties and temph
presidents; today at s understood that il the Charch president does not perform
the coremony, he ordinandy most be present in the room white 10is done by a
desimnated individual, although his presenee has not always been posable. The
policy of the Churcli president ealling up candidiates to receive the second
,nomting stll continues. I the past the ordinance tpically was held inoa
special room called the Holy of Holies, 4 room with which onhy a fes temples
are equipped. AU present, any room ina temple specilizally set apart for the
purpose will sufhicen
However, a more perplexig doctiinal question remains, without o clen
Canmwer |)l('s('nliy available: Tn Mormon theology, muost a fathful meniber
, ceive the sccond anointing for exaltation in the highest degree of the cclestial
i kingdom? The record of former LDS practices, both for the living and the
/'\ dead, scems to say yes. Yet the current oflicial policy initiated by Heber ]
Grant suggests that Church authoritics now feel that the sceond anointing is
not required for exaltation”™ Haowever, the fact that the ordinance continues
to be performed - albeit on a small scale — seems to signal some importance
While its current limitations may have partially stemmed from anxicty of the
i hicrarchy to prevent this ritual from heing conferted upon people who might
Jater fall from faithfulness, it is more fikely that the Churdh's corrent postune
resulted from the sccond ancinting becoming a conditional ordinance rathes
than an “unconditional™ one. As a conditional ordinance, it hecomes a Vspe-
cial Dlessing” for a I‘imi(cd number of proven, trustworthy older men and

women or for the upper levels of a highly exclnsivist wnd nsular hierarehy
L such a light, much of the significance of the ordinance is reduced.”

1 Tor example, e Clarcel Ho Sheldon's letter in Diavocur: A Jovrwar or Morsox
Ciccvonr T4 0Winter 1980 - 15 where the tells of knowing one conple who reccived th
second anointing durine thcid O MeRay's adminiztration and two couples dhiring Spencer

Wo Kimball« administoation

<Lhis procedural bilormation vwas related 1o me by Prove Temple President Ohvilie
wed by Oaklind Tempte President Richard 15 Senne

Gunther in March 1978 and was rei
in a personal interview on 14 Nov. 1981, and bty fdalo Falle Temple President Devier Tarris
on 3 Drc. 1982, A picture of the Holy of Halies in the Salt Lake Temple sas pubilished in
James L. Talmage's original edition of fouse of the Lord; more recent “reprints’ have
removed the pictere. Vhe same picture was reprinted in Improcement Era 39 (Nov, 19367

At
Iri

W hen Jobin AL Toedines, for nanee ) asked Apostle Thald B Tee inco Salie Take
Temple misvionary questinn-and-answer session, i the Psecond endovwament™ exsed and, f

o, what connection docs it have with the Tloly Spinit of Promice, and who rcceives st and

vwhy and how?" ) Lee answered, “You don't have tooworry, You've reccived afl th ordinanocs

necessary for exaltation, . Teis a special Blesang miven by the President of the Chuech (o
men who have been ealled, Ttis ot necessary to receive it howeser. You have afl the endow.
ment you need o be exalted” John AL Tiedtaces, Journal, 30 June 1961 reconnted hy

permission,

! 220 1y an terview with one temple president, Twas told die second anomime was mercely
k a “epecial blessing' and it nat essential (o exaltation. He said he was not sure why people
2
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Phe carly Monmons who reconed the wecond anointing recorded the cvent
i their dhares st greac oy Abrabam O Smoot wrote that it “was a day
of greatenjovinent for me i raee hinth to the greatest blessings and an highee
exaltation m the Paesthood thing ever had been anticipated by me” ' John
1. Lee, calied by Brigham Young to keep records of the anointings, wrotce in
his dinay - “We eeetved nur anointings ve

Holy anointings in the Temple of
the Lord - under the hands of Elder Orson Hyde this certainly produced more
Joy comfortand pleasure & reconciliation of feeling — than could possibly have
been mmagined.” 0 For theny, the event clearly had theological significance as
well Theoretically the blesiing of the Tulness of the priesthood is still attain-

able As Bruee RO MeConkie of the Quorinn of the Twelve has noted,

Heotders of the Melchizedek Pricsthood have power to press [otward do righteousness,
fving by every word that proceedeth forth fram the mouth of God, magnifying their
callings, poing from grace to grace, nntil trourh the fulness of the ordinances of the
temple they receive the fulness of the priesthoad and are ordained kings and priests
Those so attaining shall have exaltation and be kings, peiests, rulers, and lords in their
respective spheres in the erernal kingdoms of the great King who is God our Father.t+?

Whether, as Joseph Fielding Smith asserted) “There is no exaltation in the -

kingdom of God without the fudness of the priesthood,” ¥ remains to he seen.

were calted to receive second ancintings and for that reason had "put the subject out of his
min It is noteworthy that during his remarks preceeding a temple wedding ceremnny |
attended, he defined “fulness of the priesthood” as having received the Melchizedel Pricst
heod, the endowment, and the marriage scaling for eternity. “By receiving the temple mar-
riage wealing,” he stated, "vou will receive the fulness of the priesthood’ in the sense that it i
the final crdinance for exaltation.”” In talking with him later, I mentioned it was my un
standing the phrase “fulness of the priesthond” referred to the second anninting. iz
acrect and reaflirmed what he stared before the wedding. T asked him 3f he had ree
precres

e
sraction from higher seurces regarding his statement on “fulness of the priesthood
P repticd he Bad nov that T recearched it aut on miv own, and if you read Joseph Fielding
Smith and Broce RO McConkie, they say the same thing.” Another interview with a different
temple president drow sanilar comments. This presidens, however, not only drscrbed e
Uspecial blessing” bt stated: "The sccond ancinting daesn’t do any-
thine mare for you thaa the first ancinting and endowiment; no speenal ardination s per
formd an the cecand anointing.” M dhis information is correct, it seems likely that the eepe.
monys et hias ey altered G cecent years to reflrct Church leaders’ concerns about

erdianine menhons toogodbioead s dione o Tooner years Uhis would Liclp explatn presen:
!

cecond anointing o

dov Clinpeh 1eg

Ters wlorm wodespread vse of the descriptive term “special blessing™ wlies

secosed anonnt

b prrne teo (i

Mol O S Tl typecaript entey for 7 Jan 1846, 5 046, original in Tor
I D Lo Dy tvpearnipt entey for 17 Jan, 1816, ariginal in 1.DS Churh:
Arclives

PN Cakoe s Marmen Doctiie, 2od ed, o 425,

U Lo pi Biebing Seaih Doctrines of Saliation, 3

32

k

Jonirctal Dt

Nissing Persons

I know whicre the bodics are buricd
in my house and can whistle past

. .
indefinitely before T mustdie and sift,

Almost at once, the remains of agirl scout

atnine, her green uniform folded more neady

than it was worn, the sturdy body quite gone

A turquoise bib recalls the chubby boy
with oatment around the mouth that opened.

swallowed, despite the sound asleep eyes.

Lost hier baby, T heard then, in between
those [ kept; only to hnd the more
they survive, the more [ose them agam

What do 1 do now with this doll dress

A . J
my lastborn wore for ten miniature mornths
Hlove do [ greet these ghosts who haunt
the romains of the children? The young

methier who dressed cach child inred

Tor this photo? The sweary one who rocks
until dawn? The vellowed newspaper girl
smiding ke o bride! Lindes the most dust

I ind the diary hept Trom twelve o sivteca,
abont hoys, often as uet, Keennr fon them

as il nothing mattered bt scouting owt love
There s nothing here boan keepor discand
I'm putting itall hack, sprmkling dist

over the top and closing the closet door

asif, in the dark, the ghosts walbest,
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