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THE HIEROCENTRIC STATE

Huen NisrLey

Bricham Young University

Tue Great AsseuBey

on the neglect by scholars of an institution of first importance in ~:

IN HIS great history of Greek religion,' Professor Nilsson commer-:

development of civilization and the state. That is the panezvris, i
great assembly of the entire race to participate in solemn rites essential -
the continuance of its corporate and individual well-being. The meerr:
was a tremendous affair (Pindar leaves us in no doubt about that), vetr -
was paralleled by equally great and imposing assemblies of other natior:
all over the arcient world. At hundreds of holy shrines, each believed
to mark the exact center of the universe and represented as the point =
which the four quarters of the earth converged—"the navel of the earth”—
one micht have seen assembled at the New Year—the moment of creation,
the beginning and ending of time—vast concourses of people, each thcught
to represent the entire human race in the presence of all its ancestoss
and gods.

A visitor to any of these festivals would have found a market or fair
in progress, the natural cutcome of bringing people together from wide
areas in large numbers, and the temple of the place functioning as an
exchange or bank. He could have witnesced ritual contests: foot, horse.
and wagon races, odd kinds of wrestling, choral competitions, the famous
Troy game, beauty contests, and what not. He would note that all came
to the celebration as pilgrims, often traversing immense distances over
prehistoric sacred roads, and dwelt during the festival in booths of green
boughs.

"What would most command a visitor’s attention to the great assembly
would be the main event, the now famous ritual year-drama for the glori-
fication of the king. In most versions of the year-drama, the king wages
combat with his dark adversary of the underworld, emerging victorious
after a temporary defeat from his duél with death, to be acclaimed in a
single mighty chorus as the worthy and recognized ruler of the new age.?
The New Year was the birthday of the human race and its rites dramatized
the creation of the world; all who would be found in “the Bc_)gk{ of :Life
cpened at the creation of the World” must necessarily attcndf‘i"mérhc were

1 M. P. Nilscon. Geschichte der Griechischen Religion, V.21 of Handbuch der Altertumswissenschays, ed..
W. Ono (Munich: 1941), pp. 718 1.

S H. Hooke (ed.), The Labvrinth (London: 1937) and Th. H. Gester, Thespis (New York: §1. Schuman.

19%0), ate genetel trearments of the subject. See infra fos other references.
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coronation and royal marriage rites, accompanied by a ritual representing
the sowing or begetting of the human race; and the whole celebration
wound up in a mightly feast in which the king as lord of abundance gave
carnest of his capacity to supply his children with all the gocd things of the
carth. The stuff for this feast was supplied by the feasters themselves,
for no one came “to worship the King”
first fruits.?

without bringing his tith=s and

Volumes would not suffice to trace the survival of present-day institu-
tions throughout the world from the practices and rites of the ancient
national assemblies. They were the ganeral resarvoir into which the myriad
culture-streamns of an earlier day eventually found their way, arnd from
which are supplied in turn the mainstreams of our civilization. Space will
not allow us to-examine these magnificent gatherings on= by onaz, nor is it
necessary to draw the same identical picture a score of times. However,
since no work on the subject has to our knowledge yet appeared (though
the evidence is neither suspect nor difficult of access), it will be necessary
to reinforce our claims by passing quickly from west to east over thz ancient
world, pointing out as we go some of the more important sources to which
the student might turn for a description of a score of the more illustrious
assemblies.

Beginning in the far northwest, we may take the great Things of
Iceland as typical of the primitive assemblies of the whole Germanic
North. The meeting place was a mound (the holy logberz, mountain of
the law) in the center of a stone circle where the four quarters of the
island met; the president of the meeting was a ritual king (the Gothi);
attendance was compulsory; booths, feasting, games, markets, and the
rest were never lacking.* Identical though more imposing were the ntes
at Uppsala® and at various Teutonic shrines on the continent.® Typical
of all Celtic nations was the Beltene fair of the Irish ab Usenech, held
“at the turn of the year,” at the hill where stood “the stone and umbilicus

3For a genctal tearment of the yeat-feast, see H Nibley, ““Sparsiones,” The Classicel Journal, Vol. XL
une, 1945), pp. 513333

¢See W. Golcher's notes in his edirion of Are’s Islendingaboc (Halle: 1913). pp. U1 £.; slso P. Heermann,
fsiand (Leiczig: 1964), Vol. I, pp. 32 F, 515; F. Niedner, Islands K-dvwr tur Wikingerzeit (Jena:
1913), pp. 15-47.

3 Adam of Bremen, Gesta Haummabureensis ecclesse pontificum, in Mon. Hist Ger SS | Vol. VII, p. 179;
P. Hearmann, Nordiscke Mythologie ;l_ﬂp iR: I'AJ). pp. KO, X1, and P. B. Du Chaillu, The
Viking Age (New York: [3%), Vol

*On the ﬂme. pll(( end natwure of these suemblies, see A. Tille, Yule and Ckriszmas (London: 159,

i ). Grimm, Dentsche Mytkologie (Goettingen: 1513), Vol 1, pp 0-29; P. Hertiann,
n’md M lhol pp- 4), 399, V., K9; Cad Clemen, R:igorsgsct chie Europas (Hed ibers:
Wincer, f‘)’b) Vol. 1, pp. 153 36k; Tacitus Annals i 51, Gerrrama chap. 10, Thctear

Chronicon i. 17; and num=rcus roferences in the sazas, ose=anally Faby Sir The ol sendy
of the survivst of the old Girmanic aswemblies in the \I diite Audes e Dicas uJuu s v sad v of

Du Canue, Dissertazions ou Refevions sur UHistovre de Snnt Louys in Vol. VI of Glovarun
Mediae et Infmae Latrnuctes (Pasis: 1350), pp. 15 fi.
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of Ireland . .. regarded as being in medio et meditullio terrae positus
There the king of the new age was established and the creation of (he
world was rehearsed.® An inscription from Ancyra recording just such a
fair of the ancient Galatians® reminds us that we are dealing with o
medieval innovations in the Irish fairs or in those of Britain'® and Gaul,
which follow the same pattern.
In moving terms, Cicero has described the immemaorial rites at Enpa
in Sicily: “lt is the exact center of the island, and is called the navel o
| Siaily™ where, at a sacred lake in the top of a mountain there congregaic.
; once a year “‘a renowned as:emblage of people not only from Sicily bu
from other nations and races.” ** Rome itself was originally, and forever
femained, a place of universal assembly. The old Roma quadrata was,
or contained, a circular enclosure divided into four equal parts, at the
center of which stood the lapis manalis, the seal of the underworld,
‘marking the mundus—a term held by some to be identical with the
Greek kosmos.'® At the end of the sacred roads stood. the king’s house
on the holy mount. Hither repaired the whole human race for the ludi
saeculares, the universal birthday party from which no human being was
permitted to be absent. On this occasion, the king acted as host to all the
world; and having won a ritual contest with the powers of darkness, was
hailed as father and king of the race for a hundred years.'

tonnis, is descnibed in the Booln of Armagh, in Fontes Historiae Religionis Cc ticae, ed., ). Zwicker
(Beslin: 1934), Vol. N1, p. 154. The stone of Tera was moved to Taibtiu when thas became the
capital, Rhys, op. cit., rlp 207, 576, 569. Sce slso H. Hubert in Revwe de I'Histoire des Religions.
Vol. LXX1 (1919), pp. 15, snd Vol. LXXH (l9l§). pp. 208-9; H. Huteri, Greatness and Decline
of the Celts (London: I9.N). ep. M1 4., and L. D. Agate, in Hasungs Enq:lup-du of Religion
and Eihics, Vol. X, p. . mpcol 7

*H. D. De ]ubunvill: The lrish My(holopml m)de and Celtic Heathendom:, want. R. Besc (Dublm
1903), !‘p .9, wa, lS—)S 4, 93, 10C, 156, 146 £, 219; H. Hubete, o r ar .

§ . 242; Rhyy, op. tll 409 400 SH l7 5l9' ‘59' 412, 381, OLB 614 ewc.; ). A, ku(Culkxh

Celuc Mil'\olo

1 John Rhys, Celtic Heathendom (London: 1893), p. 19). Another such rione, tva quadrata i1n ova

Vol. Iol )lholon o! All Races (Boslon 1918) pp. 28, MA.; H. Allaols,
The Circ the Cross (London: 1927-30), Vol. U, pp. 73, 20, 207.

#Corp. Inscr. Lat., No. 4,039, cired in ‘ﬂcuoh. op. cit.,, Vol. 1, p. 2M; . Sasba Geog. xil. 5, 1.

/% British assemblies described in a letter 1o Gregory the Grest in Migne) Pgwologia Lating, Vol. il,
pp. 1115-1216; st the Council of Cloveshove, 141 A.D., in J. D, Mansi cv. concil. nov. et ampl
collect. (1901 ed.), Vol. XII, p. 400; by Grofrey of Monmouth*Hist. Reg. Brit. iv. 14; iii. 5; iv. §
see especintly the Welsh version, nnm A. Griscom (London: 1929}, ix. I. iil. 3. The yeardiams
is desctibed by Rhys, op. al Pp. » 160 ﬂ 562 cf. M. Willisms, ““An Early Ricusl Pocm in

Welth," Speculum, Vol. Xlil m 2 436, and R. W. Muncey, Our Old English Faus
(London: 1935), pp. 46,103, 116 14 ldwlso 182 1., 166, ese.

v Gmcul deacriptions: Athenseus Dclyn v. ¥ (150-2); Venatius Forrunarus Vita St. Amantii xx.

i Susbo Geog. iv. 3, 13; iv. M, IS5 v. 11, I; Giegory of Tours In Glor. confess. xi. (in

Mlmc Pat. Lat., Vol. LXXI, pp. l)OvI). Rhys. op. cit., pp. W3 f., 330, W4 4., 4071, 4194, 429.

' Cicero In Ver. iv. 48; xlviid. 106; liii. 117 £.

)/"A_ Piganiol in Mchncu de U'Ecole de France de Ramc Vol. XXV (1928), pp. 2501., 21V €., 2i66.;
S. Weinuock, “Templum,” Romische Ml(ltllun(tn d. de. archaeol. Institurs, Vol. XLV (19%),
p. N8. On the mundus as the model of the universe, J. A. Hild in Dnemlxu. Dict. Vol. |ll,
pp. 1,021.2,022; and F. Muenser in Pauly-Wissowa, Rwltmldopauiu Vol. XV1, pp. 560 4.

" The bcnc dn:rig:nom in Zosimus Hist. ii. ta Ludorum Saecularium in T. Mommsen,
Geiammelie Schnften (Beclin 1913), Vol Vi s 653 g b T S Siluae 1, vi; Ovid Fasti

iii. 525 fl.; Cassiod dorus Variae viii. 3). Sce nptcully A. Plllnlul Rc:hnd\u sus les Jeux Romarns
(Snlsbom: 1913); E. Dichls, *‘Das Jsseculum, meine Riten und Gebere,” Rhetnisches Museusn, Vol.

LXXXI £l9)4) 2500' L. Deubnes, “Zur Enrwicklungseesch. der slvom. Religion,” Neue la'ubud\n
fur das | ‘q:l,lll('l;' A,(l:ﬂlll':l "\;'ol'I X'i(;/h]al ‘(’PII) J?SMﬂ e Wissows, “De ferus anni Romsnorum
ven ‘i’ in e Geschichiliche ndlungen ( : 19(‘1 .. 154-0¢ 1 O h, Janus
(B 0),"F. Blumenthal. in Kiio Val. XV (9116), p, 2z, °0 17114 Ouwo Huh, Jan
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The panegyris of the Greeks has already been mentioned. Delphi
furnishes the best known, bur by no means the only, example. There the
god sat on his holy mound, “the middle omphalos, the navel of the earth,”
to bestow his blessing on the multitudes that came along the sacred roads
to pay him homage on his birthday,'* and to live in booths and hold their
feasts, games, and markets.* Jane Harrison and others have fully dem-
onstrated the royal combat, victory and coronation to be the original
kemel* of the rites.V

Scholars have long noted the remarkable parallel between the Greek
rites at Eleusis and those at the great Slavic shrine of Svantevit: aside from
the death-and-resurrection motif of the mysteries, the Slavic assemblies
resemble those of other nations in every particular.'® The great Egyptian
assemblies that astonishad the Greeks by theic size and splendor wesefrom
the beginning New Year's gatherings to_celebrate-the—coronation_of the
king;*® the place was the mountain_of creation at the center_of_the uni-
verse,” and all the essenrial aspects of the panegyris were conspicuous.™
The Kaaba at Mecca is still thought to mark the exact middle of the earth
and hub of the universe; it is surrounded by special shrines marking the
cardinal points, and the roads that lead to it are holy, the main one being
called the Royal Road.?? There at a set time the whole human race must
assemble in one tremendous concourse, as it shall assemble on the Day of
Judgment before the throne of God.?* [t was common in the Middle
Ages to represent Jerusalem on maps as the exact center of the earth, and
to depict the city itself as a quartered circle. Long before the days of

V13 Plucasch Quau(, Gmec, No. 12 (W. R. Halliday, Plutarch’s Greek Questions {Oxdard: 1928}, p. 7);
slse Nos. 9,35, ¥,

‘/l‘ M. P. Nilwson, Cuch der griech. Religion, Vol. I, pp. 7118 §., and Griechischa Feste (Leiprig: 1906),
pp. 15&“)9 Y 39; P. Stengel. Die Griechischen Kultusalterruemer (Munich: Beck, 1920),
190

PP
» Y ). Hamrison, Themis (Cambm.zc 97). pp. 39 ﬁ {Delphi), including F. M. Comford’'s swud
Olympis, pp. 212.159, snd Gulbcn Munay's “Excursus on the Ritusl Forms preserved in nck

Tisgedy,” idem, pp 34-38).

© C, Clemen, Religionszeschichie Europas? Vol. 1, pp. 3i4 i, 386 f. Descziptions of the vaiious assemblies
in C. H Meyer, ed., Fontes Historine Relizionss Slavicas {Betlin: 1931), pp. 1, 33 (Ebbo), 61 M1,
b6ﬂ (Dluxos:), "70, i1, 946 (itn Rusta); and Saxo Grammaticus Hit. Dan. xiv (Sunnbuu
ed. Holder, 1836), p. 366 {(Arkona). Cf. hn Machsl, Slavic Mythology, Vol. Ul of Mjythology of
Al Racn (Bouun 1918), pp. 19 6., 2361, 131134, 19) RS, 0714, Mif, and A. Brucckner in
Saussaye's Lekrbuch der Rchnanua:hxchn (Tnzhunun Mohl, |9‘$). Vol. 11, pp. StC-511.

elmold C’uon .16, 51, o3, 83

m Kees, Aegypten (Munich: Beck, 1913), po. 18, 115, 17176, 195; Ad. Emmnan, A¢nfuu (Tucb&nggn
1913), pp. 4, SO0, & AL Weall utary of the Pharadks (London: 1931), Vol

' o C. A\J)\:_ es in S. H. Hooke (ed.), The Labwrint rg 35, 134.; F. Hommel. Ethnologie und Geo-
aphie dey alien Urients l(lunuﬁ Beck, 19%8), ¢p. M E., 361 {. 7 ., 4 A, 9356, 940, 943,
d 935; Kees, off it rp 153 133, 29 &., W5, )‘SJJ\,‘ see esp. H Hall's seview o( A de Buck,

De Epfuuhe Voorstethinen be: vrﬂmde den Oerceuvel (Leiden: l‘l.’.’) in Journal of l:uplmn
Archaeol. Vol. X (19M). ¢o. 1S5 &,

N On the rites: Plutacch de Inde; Hetodorus History ii. 38-65; Deedes, op. cit., Chap. I; H. Greswsmann,
Tod und Au,cufchun( des Osris nach Festbrauchen und Umigen, Bd. 2}, Hefe 3 of Der Alte
Orient (Lawpziz: 1923).

&t Richard Froncis Burion, ()m.iebook to Meccah (New York: 1921), p. S4. ;
Mdem g6p. 32, 43 £; C. Snouct-Huegronje, Het Mekkaansche Feest (Leiden: 159); ). Wellhauien, Reste
rabischen Hedentums (Baclin: 1390), pp. 8494, Adabic bitersture 13 (ufl of the greac assemblies

of men, pans, animals, boeds, ez, the most impressive cestment of the them rg in the text
edited by Fi. Dictency, Thier wund Mensch vor dem Koenig do Gemien {Lop:i , pasnm
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the prophets, that place was the sear of a great assembly and of the rowa
year-drama, of which many echoes survived in the Bible.?* The recoris
from Ras Shamra describe the same rites in ancient Syria,” and earl:
Chuistian writers tell of other great assemblies in the desert.*®

+ The most complete descriptions of the year-rites, as of the hiera
contric doctrine, have teen supplied by the Babylonian investigators, to cre
of whom (Father Burrows) we are beholden for the term “hierocentr:ic”
as that which best describes those cules, states, and philoscphies thar were
oricnted about a point telieved to be the exact center and pivot of the
univer<e.** Dumont and Albrighe have collaborated to demonstrate the
essential—rprehistoric—identity of the earliest Babylenian rite with 1he
areatest festival of India, the Asvamedha.?®* But perhap; the most tulliant
of all the great arsemklies took place at the Persian Nauroz—continuing
the very ancient practices described in the Avesta and the Veddas—when
all the world followed the Royal Road to the presence of the king 1o

s present their gifts and feast as his guests on his birthday, the New Year,
the enly day on which his glory was visible.* The great annual assemblies
at the courts of the Mongol Khans aind the Chinese emperors, to which
we shall refer below, follow the identical pattern. It alse occurs in the New
World and among primitive tribes.®

.

The KixoLy Catuing

But granted that these great assemblies did take place, and that the
rites were far tco peculiar and elaborate to havk been independently
invented in a hundred different places, what then? The dominant posi-

uriows, i id., pp. 55 6 . Wensinck, "The Semitic New Year and the Origin of E
tology,” Acta Onentaha Vo‘ i (911). oo l55 136; ). Wellluukn. Prolegomena —ur Gesch. Irach
bB':llm 1699), po. 1SH., 84, Jesemias, Das Alte Tesament im Lichte des Alien

rents (Lespzig: 1916), M7Ii Thn theie was originally only one festival, sce A. Brock-Ume,
“Eine religionsgeschic |hch¢ Swudie 1w dem ursprunglichen Passahopfes,' Archiv Juer Religions
wissenschatr, Val. XXX (194), 2.2 4.

17 "Our Ras Shamie text lﬂmdl lhe rm(olypc of New Yeat's riruals sull surviving in Jetusalem in the
suxth century B.C., Gaster, “"Ras Shamia, 1929.39, Annqu-ry, Vol. Xlll. No. $I
(1939), p. 36, Wndtlv cdmnﬁed with other tites by T. Ganer, ““The Story of Aghet,” Studii ¢
/ Materialy nel fstoria delle Religione, Vol. X1 (1936), 127 6. See, especially, fan Dea Syra.
*E.g.

that s¢c Abtsham’s Oak in Mamre, Sozomen Hist. Eccl. 1. ¢4 (Mume. Panvol. Graec. 61. $H14),
/ and Eusebius Viia Constantini isi. 53 (Idem., Vol. 13, p. L1I6
1

Evic Burrows in The Labyninth, pp. 46 f.; H Zimmem, Das Babylamudu Neujahrsfest, Vol. 15, Hefi )
ol Der Alte Onmt (I.z.v; g: 1926); A. Jeremias, op. cit., chaps. H. and vi. For the Summ;‘n

vetsion, M. Jarow, “Sumerian and Akkadisn Views of Beginnings,” Am. Or. Soc. Jnl
XXXVE (1917), pp. 256 8. l o ™ o

» W, F Albnlhl -nd P. E. Dumont, A Parailel beeween Indic and Babylonian Secrificial Ritusl.”
. Or. Soc. Jnl., Vol. LIV (19M), pp. 1074. P. E. Dumont, LAmnudhn (Panis: 1927), is the
d-uu: westment of the subjecr. On the Indian “navel of the earth,” see A. Coomaraswemy, ‘The
Pilgnm’s Way," Jnl. of the Bihar and Orissa, December, 1937, 457 and E. W. Hopkins, “"The
Diviniey of kmn. Am. Or. Soc. jnl., Vol. LI (1931), pp 3173

® Albituni, Chronologie, ed., C. E. Sachsu (Leipzig: 1913), pp. 221 6. 116! 230; Hevodor, Hist. ix 1105
Athenaeus iv. H4%a; C. Clemen, Religionsgesch. Ewropas, Vol. i PP lSl .. A. | (.uno; -can
Mjythology, Vol. V1 Mythology of All Races (Bmlon 1917). ’690. 293, 297, 991, \4L,
307 €., 33 M., ead Maniag Views of Origing' Am. . Soc. lnroVol xxxvi (me). pp. 30 8.

#”% Thus among the Quechus of Peru, Psul Radi n, Social Anthro, (N Yotrk: McGraw-Hill, 1932),
vp. £5.90, and the Bagands, idem., pp. 81 . bolowy (New York: McGraw-Hu

A A. R. Johnson, “The Role of thc Km? in the Jerualem Culws,” in The Labyrinth, pp. 73 f; and el

v
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tion of the king in the hierocentric rites suggests the kingly office as the
natural point of departure for further examination of the origin and suc-
vival of the system.

Within recent years a number of important studies have appeared
weating of the sacral kingship as a single uniform institution throughout
the Ancient East.®* The orthodox conceptions of kingship are not legion
tut only one, which is clearly restated by each monarch in his turn.

From the beginning Pharaoh is “ruler of all that which is encircl=d
by the sun,” * he is “the son of God, none can resist him; all people are
subject to him, his bounds are set at the ends of the earth,” to him
the gods “have promised world dominion.” 3 [n Babylonia where “the
carthly was a counterpart of the heavenly monarchy, but distince,”
Naramsin called himself “King of the Four Regions” and “King of the
Universe.” Goetze says that the Weltreich-Idee was first carried out in
rractice by those Semitic conquerors who made Akkad the Miccelpunke
der Wele at about 2600 B.C. Whether or not this actually was the first
world empire, from that time on every state in the East erstrebe fiir sich
theoretisch die Weltmacht®® The Assyrian King duly called himself
“King of the four quarters of the world, the sun of all peoples . . . con-
queror of the faithless . . . whose hand conquered all who refused him
submission . . . whose priesthood in the temple and rule over all peoples,
Enlil made great from days of old”;*® and described his divine calling and
mission as that of forcing all the world “from the rising of the sun unto
the setting of the same . . . to acknowledge one supremacy.” ¥ The earliest
kings of Elam and Su:a also described themselves as “King of the four
regions,” and “exhalied messenger and high-commissioner of heaven,” *
even as the later Achaemenids, “lords of all people, from sunrise to sun-
set,” felt obliged to conquer all the world for Ahura Mad:a, to whose rule
every enemy was invited to submit before being attacked.®* As late as-
1739 a Persian shah could stamp upon his money: O coin, announce

" To watks cited supra. add C. |. Gadd, Ideas of Divine Rule in the Ancient East (Schweich Lectutes
1945, Londoa: 194), and H. Fiankfore, Kingship and the Gads; A Study of Ancient Near Eastern
Religzions as the Integracion of Society and Nature {Chicago: University o‘ Chicago Press, 1948).

“® A. Gaddiner, Egyptian Giammar (Oxford: 1917), p. 74; Alex. Motee, Histoire de I'Orient, Vol |
(Paris: Presses Unuverviiares, 1941), p. 213,

"EL. Meyer, Geschichte, des Altertums, Vol. I (Stwurgaee: 159), pp. 72, 11); Kees, op o, pp. ITVHK.
3 Gadd, Ideas of Divine Rule, p. M.

W Noter, a‘;; cit,, Vol. L pp. 353, 351. A. Goeuze, Hethiter, Churriter und Assyrer (Oslo: 1936),
ep- [, 39 f

*D. D. Luckeabill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babyloma (Chicsgo: University of Chicago Press,
191y, Vol. I, parnm.

Hlom, pp- 170, 185.

*C Huaie and L. Delapocte, L'lran Antique, e, Vol. XXIV of L'Evolution de I'Humanwé (Panis:
Michel, 1943), pp. 115 #.

2kl Meyer, Gesch d Altertums. Vol IV (Stucezare: 194, p. 21; Huae aod Delaporte, op et
ep. 1, 390,



[
v
t

THE WESTERN 00U AL QUARTERLY

to all the earth the reign of Nadir, the King who conquers the world.” ¢
The Roman emperor is, from the first, virtitum rector of the world,
salus orbis, Romae decus . . . magnus parens mundi,*" etc., after the pattern
of the old sacral kings.** The basic doctrine of Hellenistic kings is tha;
every true king is a universal king; the divine urge of kings cannot be
Acm\hed with anything less than the world tecause Zeus the world-king
is the only medel for them.*® The By:zantine emperor, Bearing the titles
and insienia of the Persian kings in conscious imitation, was “by defirition
the master of the universe.” “Il a pour devoir . . . de propager la [
orthodoxe d travers toute la terre habitée, dont Diew . . . lui promet la
domination”;** and he tells his son that God has placed his throne “like
the sun before Him. . . . He hath given to thee as worthy His own
dominion over all men.” ¢
Abscondat solem, qui vult abscondere regem! cries a medieval pane.
gyrist of the French king,'®* who claimed to be the true successor of the
empercr and nothing less than “king of kings and the greatest of princes
under heaven.” * The great Attila called himself totius mundi principem
+ in the firm conviction that the miraculous finding of the sword of Mars
“that he bore was a sign from heaven that he chould rule the world.*
He was greatly incensed when he learned that a Roman ambassador had
declared him to be only a man, while Justinian was a god.** In the sixth
century, the Khagan of the Turks declared that “all the earth from the
rising to the cetting of the sun is his inheritance, and all who have dared
oppose the Turks have been duly enslaved.” ** A thousand years before,
when Darius demanded that a Scythian king bring him earth and water,
the latter replied that as a descendant of God he was the only legitimate
ruler.’* The ninth and tenth centuries of our era saw an epidemic

"S Hed(n. My Life as an Explorer, rrans. A. Huebsch (Garden City, New York: 1935), p. 85, In 561
Cgonoeu called himself “‘divine, beneficent, King of Kings, gisnt of giants, w ose nsture I
horn *the nods,” etc., Menander de legat. ad gentes, in Migne Patrol. Greec. CXI111. 860.

¥ Opratianus Potfyrius Cdmuna i; of. Claud. Namat. de udnn mo L. 476, 61 & A!lmn Atiseid.
Encom. Romae 30, 72, 17, 101 ff.; Propertius Eleg. 11, ; EV, i, vi; ('Zhudnm Bel. Ger., end:
Horsce Odes 11, v; 1V, il. ecc.

— Horece Carm. Saec.; Virgit Aeneid vi. 93 f.; Eclog. iv. On the hietocenriic ides, Janus est mundus
et mundus guattuor partibus constat . . . Augustinus Civie. Dei vil. 89.

#41 Dio Chrysosiom. Orat. 1. 373 H. 15; iv. 4: xiv. 13; xooevt. 211., 36; 1. 4 F.

A4 C. Dieh snd G. Marcals, Le Monde Onmlnl de 395 & 1453, Vol. 11l of Histoire du Moyen Age (Paris:
Presses Univensiwries, 1936), pp. 55 1., 495,

L9 Consantine Porphyrogenitus, De ndmmmando Imperio, invod., Migne Patrol. CXI11 160, with much
more to the same effect.

“Ouml\ev. clted in Ducange, Dissert. No. v, p. 20, unconsciously quoring Essthaddon: *Where shall o
fox go 10 emape the sunl” Luckenbill, Anc. Rec. 1}, 210, No. 53

v Duunn.“q-“esn. xxvii, "De la préeminence des Rois de France su-dessus des autres Rois de 1a Tere,”
pe. «-1J.

% Jordenes Hist. G;mvum chap. 35.
4 Priscus Rhetor, De legat Rom. ld Gent. iit, in Migne Parvol. Graec. Vol. CX111, pp. "8, 7186.
V™ Menander, de legar. Ram., chep. M, in Migne, op. cit., Vol. CXIlI, p. %04 (575 A.D.).

va HQH Hist. iv. 126. .
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of world-kings i1y 1,02 a¢ ndia, Cambodia, and Java, all of whom “ambi-
tionndient d'érep .iperains universels,” mystically identical with the
universal God hunes#, for whom they sent out their missionaries to win
the worl. ™

When the (g4 leaate Ezzelino announced dt the court of the
Great Khan thae i.4 master was “placed high above all the kings and
princes of the warlé and . . . is honored by them as their Lord and
Father,” his Mongol hasts held their sides with laughter; the ronentity in
the West was clar: =2 to be exactly what their Khan obviously was in
reality.® “The &y Lad ordered me to rule all nations,” was the sincere
pronouncement of Cangis Khan, Ssuto-Bogdo, the God-sent, “whose word
was heaven's will.” :¢ To his successor, he says: “Emirs, Khans, and all
persons shall Lnow +5ac | have delivered over to you the whole face of
the earth frora wunzie o sunser. Al who . . . oppose . . . shall be
annihilated.” ** A¢ +h0 came time the pontiffs of Rome were stating like
claims in like words, and when the Pops's messenger told Kuyuk that all
princes ware subiected to his master, the latter ansvered: “The might of
the Eternal Heaven had given the Khagan all lands from sunrise to
sunsat, and failure to ul‘e', his commands was a crime against God.
Any who made the <Luhtest resistance would be annihiliated :nJ ex-
terminated.” His «cal bore the inscription: “God in heaven, and Kuyuk
Khan upen carth, the power of God: the seal of the emperor of oll men.” **

When the Khan's emissaries bore this doctrine to the ceuri of the
Caliph (as the pope’. levates had to his), the latter countered with the
identical doctrire: “rou have become in your own eyes the Locd of the
Universe, and think that your commands are the decisions of fate. . . .
Do you not know that from East to West those who worship God, from
kings to becgars, are all the slaves of this court?” ' The corollary to this
being the doctrine that "war against those who are not Moslems is 2 solemn
otligation r0 God. . . . It is a duty to attack the infidels, even thouch they
may have commitzed no act of agoression.” All the world must be

repeatedly invited o accept Iilam, and whoever refuses must te wiped

out by all possitle means.

By the end of tiie tznth century th2 Caliphs

2 R. Glo\l\‘(!’\!l sl UAve O ennite 2oy Orenines au XV Siicle, Vol X of Histaire o Mizn Age
(Paris: Fresses Usivsranaunes, \)ll). ep. 35L A, 335 ., 36l f., Y64, Yo7, 3D, YR, A% 2

u'“':h'. P”""’Z"- The * i F-pire: Its Rise and Lezacy. wans. E. and C. Paut Loriwo Allen
Unwin, i»27), p. .° -

B \afimirov, The ' e of C= o Khan,
e‘f;l‘::;mu\l‘ T,

‘/" Poawdin, 05 o, p. o0
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kad under Turkish influence and with the aid of the court thecloaan.
rreempted the tremendous ttles of the Persian kings and announced thy,
“all the world nwst follow the guidance of the Commander of (he
Faithful,” 3° .

In China, the Ming emrerors after the expulsion of the Monaol.
“took over the claim to world dominion,” and “sent embassies to cvers
country over which Kublai Khan had once held sway, demanding instar:
submission.” At the other end of the Mongel world, Tamerlane scush;
to fulfill the prophecy that he “with the might of his sword, will conquer
the whole world, converting all men to Islam.” ¢t Even then the Grard
Prince of -Moscovy was preparing to assume the might and glory of the
Golden Horde and to call himself God's chosen one and “the cnly ortho-
dox sovereign in the world." 2

All these sample claims, it will be noted, are one and the same. There
is no variety among them, no nuances or fine distinctions and shadinas
¢ such as one might expect. There are other royal claims, but this is the
common doctrine of the great conquerors. It is clear and unequivocal
in each case: (1) the monarch rules over all men; (2) it is God who has
ordered him to do =0 and, significantly, none claims authority as originating
with himself, but even the proudest claims 1o ke but the humble instru-
ment of heaven;*® (3) it is thus his sacred duty and mission in the world
to extend his dominion over the whole earth, and all his wars are hely
% wars; and (4) to resist him is a crime and sacrilege deserving no other
fate than extermination. The most obvious corollary of this doctrine is that
there can be only one true ruler on earth. “The eternal command of
God is this,” wrote Mongu Khan to Louis [X, “in heaven there is one
eternal God; on earth there is no other master than Chingis Khan, the
Son of God.” % v

In the great “provincial” cultures of Egypt,*s India,** China,* and,
as we shall see, of Europe also, this doctrine of kingship appears not as
a local invention but clearly as an importation from the steppes of Asia.

That is true even of Islam. When, in 979 A.D., the king of the Turks

% A. Mezr, Die Renaisiance des Islams (Heidelberg: 1912), pp. 132 f., 136, 332.

M Prawdin, op. ar., p. 389. “According to Chinese political Ehnlownhv there could be in the world only
one rightful "Emperor,' however many kings there might be.”” Thus W. M. McGovern, The Early
Empires of Central Asia (Chapel Hill: 1939), p. 32.

va Prawdin, op. ait., p. 414,
¢# 1bid., pp. 511518,
L/'A' Mueller, Der {dam in Morgen.und Abendland (Betlin: 1885), Val. 1I, p. 268, gives s psychological

cxplanation for this phenomenon. .
€4 William of Rubruck (Rubruquis), chap. 58, in M. Komroff, ed., op. cit., p. 188 f.
L6 Ed. Meyer, Gesch. d. Altertums, Vol. H, pp. 72, 3II.

* Grousses, L'Asie Orientale, p. 42: “'La notion du monaique universel ou tchakravartin . . . provient des
vastes dominstions de I'Asie Antericuse.”

S McGovern, Early Empires, pp. 224, 245, 255, 268, 288, 294.
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and Deilemites kissed the earth before the feet of a newly elected caliph,
a Moslem general standing by cried out in horror: “O King, is thac God!”
But the new caliph was much plesased by this custom of the plains, and
in time this Central Asiatic king-worship became a permanent fixture
in Islam as in Byzantium.*?

This peculiar but universal conceprion of kingship may be traced
ultimately to Central Asia through, among other things, its close associa-
tion in theory and practice with the hieroczntric point. The universal
type of hietocentric shrine bears many marks of its origin.

MouNTaN aND PaLace

At every hlerocenmc shrine stood a mountain or artificial mound
and a lake or spring from which four streams flowed out to bring the
life-giving waters to the four regions of the earth.®® The place was a green
paradise, a carefully kept garden, a refuge from drought and heat.
Elaborate waterworks figure conspicuously in the appointments and the
rites of the holy place. The long ritualized wandering of the pilgrims
through the desert, thirsting for the waters of life; the idea that the sacred
place is a Vara outside of which all is a2 howling desert; the groves and
the cultivated gardens where all creatures are at peace; the mighty central
tree that gives shelter to all the creatures of heaven; the stories of a great
snake (dragon) that haunts the place and frightens off those who come
for the blessed water®—all such things make it clear that our hierocentric
shrines are supposed to represent an oasis, and forcibly bring to mind
Pumpelly's theory that world civilization originated in the oases of Central
Asia, -

It is the water-mountain combination, artificially produced at so many
important shrines, that most strongly suggests Central Asia, where the
cattle-dependent nomads have always escaped the deadly drought of
summer by driving their beasts to ancestral camp grounds at the source
of a sacred river high in the valleys of a holy mountain. It is there that
they elect their khans, and it is from there that their world empires take
their rise.” Throughout the world, those who come to the great assembly

® Mez, op. cit., pp. 136, 130-143.

® Works cired supra (notes 4 o 29 incluiive), neetly all mention this combination, but special teatment
of the theme may be found in M. Gasize, Thespis, pp. 133, 169-111, 185 €., 183, nncr by H. R. Hall
“in Inl. Eg. Archaeol., Vol. X, pp. 133 .

® Elliot Smith and others have shown chut the special business of all diagons is to prevent people from
teaching water. Can this otherwise unaccountable peculiatity be explained by the terrene of
smphibious monsters—snakes and sacrians—to the shrinking wates holes of a droughtridden woild,
there 1o become s frighcening absiacle o those who cams chere for the *water of life'”?

the lieral reality of the simanon among lhe \lonlols of today, H. tHulund, Men and Gods in
Mongolia (New York: Dutten, 1935), pp. 116, 231; the election of Chingis Fhan was ae sinh o
place, (F. E. Krause, Cingis Han " ncch den chinesischen Rexchsanralen [Hesdetberg: 1922,
FPA M, 14, 186, 25. 13, X'}, as was that of the Mongol emperors of China, 1:conding ro Mo
olo, Travels, ll, vi. The Naimans (Kiause, op. e, p. 23) and Tusks (E. 's. Cireasy, History of

A For
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are supposed to drive cattle with them. The rites at Olympia and P
were founded when Heracles drove his cattle, dying of thirst, to 1+,
places.”* The Babylonfan counterpart of this hero is himself a «2:t_.-
for water, and is shown on early seals watering his cattle from an o -,
flowving vase.”™ In the north the cow Authumla stands on the mous-: -
at the source of the four world-rivers. The Koran specifically .- -.
(Sura xxii, 28, 34, 36) that the rites of Meccah and all great assem -

are “over the cattle” which God has given men for sustenance; -
indeed, the common cult symbol of the archaic assembly is the bkuijl.
head.’* We are reminded of the wonderful prehsstoric rock pictures wt, ot
all over the world, depict the driving of great herds of catde o Fof.
water holes.

The seasonal aspect of the great assembly is but the beginning. Tke
interval of a year between meetings was too much to assure firm govers.
ment, and the sacred place was often too awkwardly located. So through-
out the world we have a multiplication of “law-days” and “crown-Javs”
which are but the duplication of the year rite,’s while new and more u-e.
ful assembly places supplant the old. Thus the stone of Tara to which
the ancient Irish would drive their cattle at the New Year was -moval
to Tailtiu when that became the capital, as the shrine of Delphi to which
all men drove’ their hecatombs was later moved to Delos (Hyginus Feb.
cxl). William of Rubruck (chap. 18) tells us that while the real holx
center of the Mongols was the Ononkulitai (the ancestral burial and
assembly place on the holy Altai beside the equally holy Onon River),
for purposes of administration it had been supplanted by Karakorum, a
centrally located roundup center to which the tnbute animals could be
most conveniently driven from all parts of the empire. Chingis Khan's
great minister Yeliu-Ch'uts’ai had “insisted that such a fixed point was
essential, so that the tribes might know to what place to send tribute, and

the Otioman Turks (London: 1854-6), Vol. I, pp. 9_!."JMm-ndu, in Panol. Graec, CXIII, (?A 94,
8852. the Golden Horde (Carpini, ch-r. 15), the Ar i Moses of Ch , ed. Lauver, Vel 11,
40(., pp. 101 £.), Peusians (F. SpiegelsEranische Aliertumskunde [Lei ig: 1873), Vol. 11, 531
Xenophon, Anabasis I, ii. 7), as well as the sncient Indians (H. Blchloma(iubli, Handu Greebuct
des dt. Aberglaubens (Leipzig: l927-372’. Vol, VI, pp. 1418-1421; S. Hedin, My Life, etc., pp. 4.,
467 1., 122) alt held their grest sssemblies in such & setring. Hommel, Ethnol. u. Gecg.. pp. 14,
940, compares the Indisn with the Egyptian pictuse. The Assynan kings built cheir purks “hike
unio Mount Amsnus,” with specist chennels *'for the watering of horses,” Luckenbill, Anc. Rec..
Vol. IE, pp. 162, 170, 185, 168, 2¢9. The Goths met in such a plecesfJordanes, op cit., chap. 51},
us did the Scythiens before them (Hevodorus iv. 51); and the Arabs believe that Meccs was man~
rotied from Adsm's Mount in Ceylon, which is such a place (Marco Polo Travels. I, xxiis). Er t?{
the ossis of Ammon followed the plan, sccording 10 A. B. Cook, Zeus (Cambridge: 1923)_ Vol. I}
p. 369, a3 cerainly did the shrine of Dodone—the oldest in Greece—wbich was wansporied Stom
Ammon's ossis. The whole pictuie is given in cetsin Babvlonisn hymns; sce Meissaer, Babrlon:en
und Assyvien, Vol. Il, pp. 165, 16]. The same in the ancient Norch, Gylfaginning, iv, vi, xv.

> Homer Hvmn 10 Apollo 51 f.; Pindar, Olymp. Od. 11, 1 €., cf. I, ) fi.; Macrob. Saturnal. i. 10, 1214
Euull;-n Ad‘ P’v'alwnu il. 10; Augustine, Civ. Dei vi. 7, 2; Pluiarch Quaest. Romanae, Na. 33;
omulus, ¢. 4§,

" Hommel, op. cit., p. 118; H. Frankforr, Cylinder Seals (London: Macmillan, 1939), P xvii, ¢; p. X:
Meissnes, Bab. u. Asrvr., Vol. 11, p. 165.

" «l, loc. cit.

LN age, Dissevtations sur . St. Louys, Nos. v, v.
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come to regard it as a centre of administration.” ** Chingis Khan himself
“fully realized the necessity of finding himself a safe refugs, a definite,
if movatle, centre, that might.become a rallying point, a citadel, as it
were, of his nascent empire,” from which he might send out the “arrow
messengers’” with his orders to all the world.’’ Baghdad, says Al-Fakhn,
was founded in a holy place by the “Khalif of all men" to be “‘the blessed
city,” and “the house of salvation”; but it was chosen as the most central
spot in the empire to be reached with equal ease from all directions, and
the tribes of the four regions were admitted to it, each by the appropriate
aate.”* Thousands of years before the Babylonian and Assyrian kings had
observed the identical practice: ““I founded a city in the desert, in a waste,
and from its foundation to its top I completed it. A temple 1 builded
and placed a shrine of the great gods in it . . . and I opened a road to it.”
Hare we have a hierocentric point where the king on his throne could
“raceive the heavy tribute of the four regions in the city of Assur, son
of Shalmaneser, King of the Universe. . . ."" “I opened a palace in the
city of Tushhan, the tribute of the land of Nidrun . . . I received in the
city of Tushhan."” “l opened a palace in the city of Tiluli and received
the tribute of the land of Kurmuhi.,” 7* The names of the gates of such
places—always facing “the four winds"—tell what they are for: when
they are not proclaiming an abundance of water, they have such titles
as “Bringing the Products of the Mountains,” “The Gifts of the Sumu'anite
and the Temite Enter Through It,” “Door of the Products of the Lands,”
etc.?® The oldest temple complexes in the world, at Ur and Mohenjo Daro,
were such places of gathering, it is supposed.

The Persians kept the system, covering the world with scale-models
of the royal palace to serve as local collection centers.®* The oldest of such
shrines and collection points would seem to go back to early hunters.
Xenophon (Anab. v. 3, 1) tells of visiting a shrine of the Asiatic hunting
goddess, where hunters would come to sacrifice and the lady would feast
all who brought their tithes with bread, wine, and meat as they camped
in their booths in the sacred enclosure. This shrine, he says, was an exact
rzplica of the great central temple of the goddess at Ephesus. The picture
of the prehistoric Anahita (the same goddess to whom Xenophon refers)
1s a gznuine piece of Steppe-lorew clothed in magnificent furs and gold,
the lady rides in her great wagon from one of her thousand castles to the
next, each castle having a hundred windows and a throne for Anabhita,

"2 Prawdin, Mongol Empire, p. 203; cf. p. 239.

Z Viadimicsov, Life of Chingis-Khan, p. 3.

PP ALEathy, AlAdeh as-Sulianiyah wa-ad Dawdat al-Isdamiyah (Cavio), pp. 117, 119

“Lutenbl, Ane Rec., Vol. I, pp. 195 .. 39, 156, 154.

b LA RN UNS 18, 83C, 171, 190, 268, 4, e

“EL Meves, Gewch d. Alrere, Vol IV (134), pp. 9, 55; Herodot. i 93; Ncnophon Ane '
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and <rard.mgii a culivared oasis.*? Eyewitnesses have at wide inten z)
of time raported the activities of just such great ladies of the Sreppa
riding uren their wagons from castle to castle.®
I Asiz, whoever will found an empire must first have a palacs 2.
a airy. Nenophon himeelf was suspected of planning to have his <1
settle Jown, and found a city which would be named after him, an. “-o5
which he cculd spread abroad his dynamis in all directions (Anab. v ¢
17). This was long before Alexander the Great did the same thing. It
the immemorial Asiatic pattern. We are told that patriarchs of the race
+ did it in the beginning;** and, as late as the 1920’s, the holy man Dambq
Jansang built a mighty fortress in the midst of the Gobi from wh:ch he
actually deminated all- of Central Asia.®® The “characteristic Ceniral
Asiatic city,” according to a modern observer, is a cluster of buildines
and tents about a super-palace, built to be the administrative center of
all the vast empty spaces around.®® Archaeology has shown this -to have
been the normal order in prehistoric times, when the city was already
but an appendage of the palace, and the palace was a combinaticn for,
shnine, and trading center, like any real hierocentric point.t” All organized
society was centered at that place which bore the name of “the god, the
trite, and the capitol, where the ancestral power was concentrared.” *
When this fell, the empire fell too; and so we have the concept of Babylon,
founded by Nimrod, the mad hunter, the plunderer and enslaver of all the
earth, full of “beasts and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves and
the souls of men,"” that perishes in a day (Rev. xviii).

Kings As HUNTERs anbp Nomabs

We have remarked elsewhere that *Kings must be Hunters.” ¢ The
royal hunt of Asia is a great bartue in which all the animals are driven
by a converging ring of soldiers to that spot in the very center of the con
tracting circle, where the king sits on his throne on a green mound. Theze
the king slays the beasts he chooses and gives his “peace” to the rest,

»€ Spiegel, Eranische Altertumskunde, Vol. 11, p. 106.
" XmophA Cyro ia 111, i, 8; Priscus in Patrol. Graec. CXIII, 720 {.; Jordanes, chsp. 10 (d Huodot. l.

5 6.); the best dumpllon is in lbn Bacuts, Rihlah (Cauo. AD. 1357), Vol. 1, p.
84 Thus Adnm Cain, snd Nosh, Bool: J Jubilees iv. 9, following dhe divine panem. Syl ik, 2, &
Gadd, [deas of Divine Rule s on the P e of bulding moaufs in dx

eathest crestion legends.

“Hadund, Men and Gods in Mongolia, pp. 151 f., 156. Cf. the case of the Hun Juil in 43 AD-
McGovern, Anc. Empires, p. 191.

* Mildred Cable, The Gobi Desert (New York: Macmillan, 1944), p. 133.#Cf. Haslund, of cit.,

pdvf;\u" and Delsporie, Iran Antique, p. 307; Priscus, in Parvol Graec. CXIH, 715" (Amhl
sce

¥ G. Veanadsky, Ancient Russia, Vol. I of A History of Ruisia by 0 Vemnadsky and M. Pampovich
(New Haven: Ysle Unlveuu'y Press, 1943), pp. 237 ff., 248; of.

V ® Moret, Histoire de I'Orient, Vol. I, p. 278.
+* “The Arrow, the Huncer, and the State,” Western Political Quarterly, Vol. 1l (Seprember, 1945), p. WL
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which thereby become sacrosanct under his protection.®® Human beings
are treated in exactly the same way. A Persian king after viewing a
‘tremendous animal drive significantly remarks to his officers: “. . . and
when people regard us as enemies and neither send up soldiers nor tribute,
we hunt them with all our might!” (Xen. Cyrop. 1I. 4, 19f). Xenophon
loves to dwell on the absolute identity of war and hundng in the Asiatic
economy (a doctrine dear to the Mongols): the ruling nation is simply a
moving army in the field; when it is not hunting men it is hunting animals,
and vice versa. Carpini (chap. vi) tells how Chingis Khan “. . . became
a mighty hunter. He learned to steal men, and take them for prey. He
ranged into other countries taking as many captives as he could, and
joining them to him,” and so conqueted the world. That is exactly how
the kings of Babylonia and Assyria describe their own activities. There
is no contradiction, incidentally, in a people being at the same time hunters
and cattle raisers. Ammianus (31.2) notes, for example, that though the
Passians, Scythians, and Alans drove their huge herds before them wher-
ever they went “like perpetual fugitives,” they still lived by hunting ani-
mals and plundering humans. Certainly the oldest kings of the East
described their wars as super cattle and slave raids, in which wild beasts,
domestic cattle, and human beings are driven in common herds to the |
holy palace and shrine of the god.**

This is the old story of Nimrod, who revolted against God, “became
a hunter of men,” and founded that abominable state from which all the
kings of the earth take their authority.** Even Apollo was in the beginning
a deadly hunter who came from the steppes of Asia (the land of the
“Hyperboreans) and slew the great serpent that guearded the holy spring
of Delphi, so that he could gain control of the spot to which all the Greeks
trought their tribute, and thereby became their ruler.®® So, too, Othinn is
pictured in the beginning as a conquering nomad from the East, who rides
into new lands to conquer them, hold games, and receive tribute; joining
with the Asia-manna, “formerly called the Aesic” (the As or Alans),
he built the castle, Sigtunir, and held his great assembly where those
rvelve judges officiated “who before had been at Troy and were of the
Turkish race.” ** All of which points again to the steppes.

A nomad origin alone can account for the most paradoxical aspect
oi all the hierocentric shrines, namely their universal mobility. Every great

——

lA‘.'r-:im. Mongol Empire, p. 185:/Vladiminisov, Life of Chingis-Khan, pp. St £.

"Lo.wenbill, Anc.'Rec., Vol. 1, pp. 82, &6, 87, 121 f, 199, 271; Vol. 1], p. 392.

e dhy Ency:h;gtdia, sv. “Nimrod”; Clementine Homily ix, 4 (Patrol. Graec. Vol. 11, p. 1H); A.
Jetemias, Das Alte Testamene, pp. 153 f.; Bk, of Jasher vii. 3946; ix. 0 6.

V"!i n. Hymn Apoll., 3:0 (192) .; Eurip. fphig Taur. 1231282,
V™35l Edda, Formali chaps. 1011
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shrine, while claiming to be the very point of origin of all things, had ;.
founding legend tellinig how it was transferred through the air from :om:
distant place. .

Furthermore, the doctrine that the seat of world deminion, ever ..
it was sent down in the beginning from heaven, has moved from pls:.
to place among the nations, now centered in cre city and now in anoth ;.
is statzd in one of the earliest Sumerian texts; and, following Persirr
patterns, enjoys great popularity ameng Jewish and Christian apocryphs!
writers. Related to this concept is the universal custom requiring the kirz
at his coronarion t found a new palace and a new city to be the center
of the earth. This, again, <eems the direct antithesis of belief in an ace.
less holy <hrine marking the one and only center of the universe; bur
again, it is a doctrine that the nomads of the steppes must subscribe te.
If palace-temple complexes must be built as the only way of “bindire
down” the cenquered and organizing the empire, the necessary mobility
of the nomad conquerors would force them to shift their main center
from time to time, thus producing durlication. “Les tribus®allaient Jde
pluce en place, tandis que les dieux vestaient dans les sanctuaires. 1l fal-
laient s'y rendre”;®® hence, of course, pilgrimage is still a general and
natural institution, and not merely a ritual in Central Asia. The fact that
all visitors to all hierocentric shrines must dress and act as pilgrims from
afar is a clear enough indication of the nomadic nature of the institution.

As is well known, the oldest temples were tents or huts of reed
matting or some other light material. The nomads of Asia still emgloy
these light tent-temples which, like the ark of Israel, move about with
them on their wanderings. As soon as such a temple is set up, it promptly
becomes a center of pilgrimage.®® Here we have a practical explanation
for what, in the rest of the world, is purely ritual; namely, the setting up
of a sacred booth to serve as the main shrine during the year-rites. Again,
# the fact that the Jewish writers describe the throne of God (certainly the

most stable thing in the universe) as mounted on wheels is indeed per-
plexing, until one reads that the thrones of the Great Khans were like-
wise on wheels, so that they could be drawn along by horses or oxen when
it came time to move the camp.*” The apocryphal picture of God entering
paradise perfectly reproduces the scene of the khagan arriving at the
summer kuriltai. The Almighty rides into the glorious meadows on a
huge wagon which comes to a halt under the great central tree of life,
while all the people sing joyful hymns of welcome.*®

L Moret, Hist. de I'Orient, Vol. 1, p. 298.

V“Hulund. Men and Gods, p. 30, chspr. xv and xvi. There were Christian tent chuiches to march
these temple tents, Grousser, Hust. des Croisades, Vol. LI, pp. 564, 712; Bsr Hetraeus, Chronos-
vaphy, nans. E. A. W. Budge (Oxford: 1932), Vol. I, p. 505.
 Dan. vil. 9; Book of Enoch xiv. 16; Menendetr, de legat., in Patrol. Graec. CXIII, p. 85; Odenc of
“rdenone, Jowrnal, chap. 12 (in Komroff, Contempts. of Marco Polo, p. 139).

Ve 4 Adam and Eve xxil. 3; Secrets of Enoch viii. 3.
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Paradoxically enough, the idea of a hierocentric point is far more
oftan brought to the minds of nomads than of sedentary people. The
royal court of the Mongols is “called in their language horda,” says Wil-
liam of Rubruck (chap. 21), “which signifies, the middle; because the
govarnor or chieftain among them dwells always in the middle of his
people.”” Every schoolboy knows (or once knew) that the Northern
king who went into battle surrounded by concentric rings of warriors—
the “shicld-wall”"—was an object of sacred trust; also that such an order
of battle is a tactical absurdity—except on the open plains, where it has
always been standard with the kings of Asia.** Many observers have
described the meticulous care with which the Asiatic nomads orient their
camps to the four cardinal points—the basic hierocentric idea. And what
is more natural than that wandzrers over the featureless plains should
be ever concerned with taking their bearings in the universe? Herodotus
(iv. 158) tells us that when Asiatic colonists went out at the command
of Delphi to found the kingdom of Libya, their leader pointed to the spot
where the new capitol was to stand with the order: “Here we must stop
for here is the axis of heaven!”

The institution cf royal progress in which the monarch moves like the
benaficent sun in a tireless round among his people is another Asiatic
pracrice. The Persian kings were constantly on the move between their
varous summer and winter palaces, and medieval travelers have described
how all of Central Asia migrated with the seasons. This is simply the
necessary seasonal nomadism of the grass-seeking cattle people, and the
royal progress is really royal nomadism.!%°

The proper business of all kings, when not sitting on the throne, is
war and the hunt, both requiring the nomadic way of life. Tournaments
and fairs are no less an occasion for camping out; and even when the king
must live indoors, his palace walls, covered with tapestries and skins, are
nade to look as tentlike as possible.'** [ndeed the royal throne, like the
‘oyal bed (which in Asia is identical with it)*? ordinarily stands under
t canopy which is nothing but a “Tuckish” tent.'*® “A recent discovery,”

' Jordanes, ch:p 49 (the shkld wall duplicated in the funetslsing, ibid., chap. 40); Ammisnus Marcel.
linus Bel. Ger. xxxi. 1?; Xenophon Anab. 1, wtit. 12; Husre end Delaporce, fran Antigue,
o. 35); William of Robrock. thioe B, p. 124.

* Aqila moved :onsnmly f:om palsce to &:lace. nccompamed by _his mighty host, “in the manner of
the Scythians,” says Prscus, Murol raec. CXHI, p. 720. Cf. For the same picture, William of
Rubruck, chap. 12, p. 76, and Ammianus Bel Get xxexi. 1.

Y Clsic, Journey, chap. 11( p. 237), sce note 102

* A:sila sat on heaped-up 1ugs and cusihions (Priscus, Parol. Graec. cxm. o 732), and his dining kall
was hnng with curtaing and tuzs “like @ Greek or Reman bridal bed,” (bid ., 7!’). Batu's chrone
s “hike a bed,” (Wilham of Rubiuck, chap. 3, 21 {ep. 81, M, end S acatar “sae upon his bed
Kolding has guitar in his hand, and hll wile sat by him"” (ibid | chap. 12, p. i7). lbn Batuaa,
Rohlah 1, 26 f., aziually calls the Khan's theone a frash (bed). Cf. the Dwvan, Lit. de Jusuce. etc.

" Thz thione must be covered by a tent (\ftnnnder in Patrol. Graec. CXII{, p. £35), and. indeed, “'the

canopied theone is pare of the original equipment of the primitive nomad teac. temple,’” according
1o Haslund, op ¢, p. 15}
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writes Gadd, “has revealed that the later Assyrians described their earliest
princes as ‘kings living in tents,” and the same phrase, occurring at. the
vend of Babylonian history . . . indicates that this means chiefrains of
decort tnbes.” ¢ This background the kings never fost. To the kings of
Asia the reyal tent is as much a part of the insigma as is the crown.
Tamerlare in the West and the Chinese emperors in the East ™ built their
magnificent ralaces to resemble their ancestral tents. The tentlike char-
acter of the Achaemenid palaces was carried over into the mosques of the
Near Fast and the cathedrals of Europe, o that the preat domed struc-

4 tures that spranz up all over the world in the Middle Ages appear both

in form and decoration to be reproductions of the great royal yurts of
the plains.'** «

The arts and treasures that royalty has always coveted are the arts
and treasures of the nomads—textiles, jewelry, arms, animals, and slaves—
all highly portable and instantly redeemable.’” Louis XI, for all his
absolutism, was despised by other monarchs as being “not royal,” because
as a European he saw where his true wealth lay. An Asiatic king, who
must spend his whole life on the move, must carry the wealth of his king-
dom on his back, so to speak, if he is to enjoy it; and this is the type of
royal display that passed throughout the world as kingly. The highest
expression of royal splendor is the court with its endless feasting and
hunting and its display of gorgeous looted bric-a-brac by a nobility whose
whole life is a militarv campaign. It might even be said that the Renais-
sance was the rediscovery of the sedentary arts—painting, sculpture, pot-
tery, books, architecture—as against the nomadic arts of the Middle Ages,
such as bardic poetry, weaving, jewelry, arms, pageantry, etc.

It is in Central Asia alone that chivalry and feudalism, like court
ritual, have survived to our day.'® And they are found there in the
beginning. From the first, the conquerors of Asia brought the conquered
under control by forcing them to farm and by building castles to watch

them. The only free men are the lords, who alone may hunt or even

¥ 104 Jdeas of Divine Rule, cic., p. 36.

% prawdin, Mongol Empire, p. 4i1: Temerlane build his palaces like pavilions, “‘using them for the same
purpose ss his ancestors used tenis.” The palace ar Peking was “ewpported” by two hundred mnlten
tent<ords, Msico Polo, Travels 1, lvii; 1k, vi; cf. Odotic, Journey, chap. 11, p. 131.

e Ed. Meyer, Gesch. d. Ahert, Vol. IV, p. 1115 Dichl.‘ﬂondl Oriental, Vol. §, p. 339; Husrt and
Deluporte, op. ct., p. 37d. e same srusans who buile St. Sophis also buili the Mosgus
Dumsscus. 1bn Baruts, Riklah. Vol. I, pp. 52 fl. It has often been observed that domed tenus ste
found onginslly only in Cental Asis, whete the 1oysl white yurr, covered with brilliant color end
design, veached enormous propottions. e is haid not 10 see in the “golden dome” of the Grand
Khen (ibn Betuts, op. cit.. Vol. |, p. 213) the protorype of thase golden domes that everywhere
soer sbove the hesds of kings and the slurs of cathedrials. Marco Polo, Travels 11, vi, speaks of
what csn only be colored glass windows st the court of the Khan.

£ M. Hoemes, Natur-und Usgeschichte des Menschen (Vienne: 159), Vol. I, p. 10. Mohammedan lsw
defines legirimare spoils ss “clathes, arms, snd wagons.” Rosenmucller, Ins. Jur. Moh., No. 18.

%-S. Hedin, My Life, erc., p. 107, notes thee the coure cetemonial of Semarkand s exactly the same o8
deacribed by Clavijo; and Haslund, Klen and Gods, ewc., p. 7l, cbeerved in the royal camp of
the Torguts “exactly the same tent arrangement ss the one which Xenophon tells us was used
2,400 yesss belote in the camp of Cyrus.”
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mount 2 horse.!® They are allowed freedom of motion because they are
bound to the monarch by solemn oaths—the code of chivalry is an arrange-
ment by which a nomadic aristocracy is recruited (often from conquered
enemies) and kept in leash while being allowed its freedom and enjoying
the service and support of grounded serfs. Goetze has shown that chivalry{
and feudalism are the normal products of Central Asian economy, whence
all the great empires of the second millennium B.C. adopted them.'** The
system was taken over in the West, along with the chivalrc and heraldic
devices that still berray their origin by their Asiatic nomenclature, at the
time when Europe, overrun by the wild hordes of Asia, was itself simply
a western extension of the great Asiatic system. It never worked very well
in Europe, however, as Tennyson wistfully observes, and whenever the
Europeans came in contact with the real Asiatics, the latter were shocked +
and disgusted at the laxness, treachery, jangling and hypocrisy that made
European chivalry, even for intelligent Europeans, a most obvious farce.
The typical royal court is Asiatic in its rites and appointments. In +

the western world those hunting parks which may not be missing from the
seats of royalty are but feeble imitations at best of the stupendous paradises
of the Fast. Europeans, familiar with the courts of the West, were simply
overawed in the presence of the Great l{gh‘ns. Their courts were crude
and barbaric, but they were the real thing. The Khan himself sat utterly
majestic and aloof on his high throne in the dim half-light of the great
dome (and what else could have inspired the Byzantine emperors to have
their thrones hoisted up by derricks to the ceiling?). “Upon the right
hand of the great Khan sits his first-kegotten son and heir . . . and under
him sit all the noblas of the royal blood. There are also four secretacies,
which put all things in writing that the emperor speaks. In his presence
likewise stand barons and others of his nobility, with great trains of fol-
lowers after them, of whom none dare speak so much as one word . . .
except his jesters and stage-players, who are appointed of purpose to solace
their lord. . . . All his barons present thamszlves before him, with wreaths
and crowns upon their heads . . . some are in green, the second in red,
and third in yellow; each man holds a little ivory ticket in his hand, and
all wear golden girdles half a foot broad, and they stand upon their feet
keeping silence.” At a given signal, all fall upon their faces and touch
their foreheads to the earth. Around the walls the nobility are arranged
in tiers of thrones or benches, proximity to the emperor being proportionate
to rank. A host of musicians hymn the monarch’s praise with ceaseless
and terrifying din.'"!

% Rosenmueller, op. cit , Nos. 5), pp. 11, 17, 3. Only the horse maies noble; camels, mules, etc., do
not count—nhich berrays the Cenual Asatic otigin of the code, dem., Nos. 31, 1.

' Geerze, Hethiter, Chumviter und Asusrer, pp. 19-41, ALY
"'Quo:auqn fsem Odonz, fourral, chap. 12, pp. 23, 242, . Prscus, te legar | in Patrol Graec CXMI,

o B, Vit Carpoon, Hise o chap. X205 Meaanded i Patrol Graec. CALUI, ted 8, K5 Walliam
of Rutruck, chap. 3, p. 6}, Marco Polo, Travels, II, n. [ha B:wa, Rihlach, Vol. I, pp. 1Y, U3
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If the king on his throne is doing his best o imitate God on Hig, "' we
must allow rthe khans of Asia first prize among earthly monarchs. Hare
is no sad and puerile Byzantine masquerading, but an expression of tang:tle
rower: the mechanical lions of Constantinople were real lions tefore the
throne of the khan. There can be no doukt that it is the Asiatic madzl
that is followed in the apocryphal descriptions of the heavenly covrs,
and the Byzantine court that served as the model for all of Europe wa¢
wself consciously copied from the East. The livery, for example, which
is little more than a pretty conceit in the courts of Europe, has a profound
significance among the nomads, as do the chivalric banners that go with
it."2 When the Easter chorus in Constantinople joyfully announces that
the heads of the emperor's enemies are heaped up before his feet, 1t 15
not difficult to detect a wishful imitation of the Grand Khan, for the
collection of heads and scalps for the king was immemorial routine on the
steppes. .

As the king sits in state at the New Year (and every throne-day is,
but a repetition of the New Year's rites),'** all the world must bring its
tribute and lay it at his feet. In return the king must pour out rich gifts
without measure, for he is the lord of abundance and all things are his.
The staggering turnover of property in the form of gifts received and
bestowed has been the ruin of many a European court; but it is sound
economic policy in a nation whose whole existence is an endless cam-
paign of looting, and where it is convenient to dispose of recent plunder
to another in all possible haste. The normal economy of the “barbarians”
runs down, says Jordanes (chap. 56), as soon as loot stops coming in; and
Bar Hebraeus (Budge, Vol. I, p. 496) has given a vivid description of the
ruin of a court when its noble members abandoned their customary raids
and filibusters.

Tue Two Kingoowms

Highly characteristic of the hierocentric doctrine is an utter ahorrence
of all that lies outside the system. The world inevitably falls into two
parts, the heavenly kingdom and the outer darkness, a world of monsters
and abortions. Whoever is not of the frithr is a nithung, without rights
and without humanity. All who do not willingly submit to Alexander or
Constantine are, according to Dio Chrysostom and Eusebius, mad beasts
to be hunted down and exterminated. For the Roman, all the world is
cither ager pacatus or ager hosticus, says Varro (Ling. Lat. i), the only

M Edy. Lehmann in C. De la Saussaye, Lehrh d. Religionsgesch, Vol. I, p. 251 The Byzaatine court
went so far s o imitate flying engels: Constant. Porphyr. De Admin. Imp., in Parrol. Greec.
Vol. CXI1IL, pp. W6f. .

¥ The colors stand for the four quarters, Campini, chap. 24; Willism of Rubruck, chap. 53 (p. 187);
Story of Ahikar, chap. VI, v. 10:13. (On westemn liverysDucange, Dissert. V.)
'

¢ Ducange, loc. cit. s
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alternative to submission being outrageous rebellion. Anyone who resents
thz Roman yoke is a guilty slave, says Claudian (Get. 355), who should
be consumed by remorse of conscience. For the Moslem, all the world is
cither Dar-al-Islam or Dar-al-Harb, the latter being any spot in the world
that has refused to pay tnbute and thereby made itself guilty of rebellion,
because everything in the world without exception is the legitimate prop-
erty of the Moslems.!”* We have already noted the claim of the khans
that whoever resisted them were guilty of crime against God. To Auttila,
those who resisted his yoke were runaway slaves (Jordanes, chap. 52), and
the Assyrian kings constantly declare that whoever will not take and keep
an oath to them must needs be exterminated as “wicked people” and
“rebels.” In a word, “the world without the ‘Kingdom' remains in its state
of primordial rebellion,” and all who do not recognize the divine king are
truly “children of destrucrion.” 11¢ :

Here we have the root of that dualism so characteristic of Asian theol-
ogy and commonly associated with Persia. The doctrine is no mere ab-
straction, however: it is a condition of survival among the nomads of the
steppes. Farmers may and must live in pax, i.e., agreement, pact, com-
rromise;''' and, when they occupy a region, they divide off the land—
annually and by lot, as a rule—and each proceeds to cultiver son jardin
in a way that absorbs all his thought and energy. But wh=n nomads clash
on thz open steppe, one or the other must be utterly subjected. A beaten
enzmy at large is free to recoup his strength, bide his time, and by a lucky
chance or ruse overthrow his erstwhile conqueror—a thing that has hap-
r2nad a thousand times in the history of the tribes. An independent chief
is therefore aut Caesar aut nihil; the alternative to conquering is to be a
slave. “Instant submission or annihilation" is the formula, and every pastoral
lord sends forth his challenge to all the world: “either fight me or submit+
to me.” By absorbing the armies of the enemy, enslaving some and binding
others to him by sacred oaths, the world conqueror builds up his world-
host; “l counted them among my people,” is the Assyrian expression. For
there must be one people only: “With the Mongols,” says Bar Hebraeus
{Chron., Budge Vol. I, p. 490), “there is neither slave nor free; neither
baliever nor pagan; neither Christian nor Jew; but they regard all men
“as belonging to one and the same stock. . . . All they demand is strenuous
-ervice and submission which is beyond the power. . . ." The alternative
v one rule on the steppes is not only chaos but sheer nonsense.
Nomads cannot be held to boundaries; and where more than one ruler

— i
' soormazller, Bnst Jur Moh., Nos. 13,16, 22, 21, 39, 4714, %5.

'IOE Jer, lesous Banlews ou Danleusar (Hedelberg: Winter, §930), Vol. H, p. 625; A. von Gsll,
B.i.ea tou Theou (Herdelberg: 1926), pp. 241 t. .

3c: 0 Newle, *Der Freden gedanke in der anuken Wele,” Phdologus, Supplerientband xxxi (1933),
e 1, and Y. Fuchs, o Neue Phudoloz Unzersuchungen, S, pp. WE, 113 8.
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exists, they follow whom they will and life becomes the intolerable anarchy
to which each grear corqueror boasts that he has at last pust an end—

sinvariably describing himself as the literator of the human race from

depraved pretenders, and the restorer of order in the world.

+ A natural product of this necessary absolutism is the notorious cruely

of the Asiatic princes which, often found in men of magnanimcus and
even gentle nature, seems to the Western mind ncthing short of ratho-
logical. Butr what is one to do when a foe is not beaten until he has lost
his mobility? Where oaths can be trusted, they suffice; where, adequate
supervision is possible, it is enough. For the rest, the only sure ways of
immobilizing a dangerous enemy are by teheading, maiming, blind:ng, or
mass transportation. The remarkable thing is thac the great conquerors
rarely harm a hair of anyone of whose submission they are certain, and
always protest their preference for gentle and philanthropic methods. It
is invariably the revolted cities and trites, who have violated the trust and
forfeited the faith of the king, that pay the terrible penalties. Moreover,
the kings of Asia were sincere in believing that those who opposed -them
were less than human,"® and ages of experience justified their conviction
that no creature on the loose is to be regarded as harmless while it is
free 1o do harm if it will.

The conquering nomad must of necessity either carry all his loot
with him or deposit it at guarded stations, in either case involving a serious
problem of transportation and marpower. Yet whatever is left behind and
unguarded may, and almost surely will, be used against the conqueror by
some rival or rebel; so there is nothing for it but to destroy the stuff. The

+Mohammedan law (Rosenmueller, No. 17) orders that the prisoners and

loot of war may not be left behind or mutilated, but if they cannot be
carried home must be destroyed—killed or burned. The Huns “obliterated
and smashed everything that lay in their route,” but they did so reluc-
tantly, for they almost lost a battle with the Goths rather than give up
the vast burden of looted goods that was impeding their motions (Am-
mianus, xxi. 3). Many have commented on the inconsistency of princes
in combining a passion for collecting beautiful things with an absolute
indifference to the destruction of beautiful things. It is clearly a heritage of
the steppes, where the apparent paradox makes perfectly good sense. All
observers have commented on the single-minded devotion of the Asiatic
nomads to the accumulation of treasures (as nomads they are hungry for
such things); but when their own survival is at stake, the stuff becomes
dangerous impedimenta to be destroyed out of hand.

L™ This Is exhaustively demonsrated l.ﬂ S. Lipkin, Manas Vidikodushnoi (Soviewski Pisscyel, 1947), @
srudy of the Kirghiz, in which the enemy chieftains sre inverisbly inarticulsie monssers, while
friendly ones a1e holy kaights.
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At any period of history the two top hierocentric states may be seen
damning each other as Antichrist, and resembling each other like two
peas. In the classic duel berween Justinian and Chosroes, George of Pisidia
describes the court ceremonial of Persia as a carbon copy of that of Con-
stantinople, with the explanation that the Oriental version is bur a hideous
parody of the real thing. Chosroes replied in kind.'*? This doctrine of the
Two Kingdoms is already full-blown in the old Babylonian New Year's
hymn, Enuma llish, in which the evil court of Tiamat is described as a
perfect reflection—in reverse—of the heavenly court of Anu. Emperors,
caliphs, shah-inshahs, grand khans, popes, and kings were all at one time
or another paired off against each other as rival world-rulers; while each,
within his own sphere, “had to eliminate rival contenders” for his office.
Always, the drama is described by their constituents as the cosmic combat
berween light and darkness, heaven and hell, between two opposing ide-
ologies, antithetical ways of life whils, in reality, they are identical.'*

They are identical because they are hierocentric——and that is a concept
which seems almost incapable of any variety: it is always the same.

A WesterN HEerITAGE

With the declins of the Roman Empire, Europe became a battle-
ground of the trikes: propter gallorum tervas graviter inter se decertati
sunt (Jord. chap. 53). Gibbon has told best of all the story of how the
“pastoral kings” of the sieppes fought each other for the control of the
newly opened lands of the West, exactly as they had fought for their
Asiatic grazing lands; and how the native populations were cither driven
like cattle (a favorite term with contemporary writers) or allowed to live
on as serfs, msekly submitting to one haughty lord aftzr another. The
most powerful of these trites, the Huns—expeditum indomitumque homi-
num genus (Ammian. xxq, 2)—under the mighty Attila, barbariam totam
tenens (Jordanes, chap. 34), teeated Europe simply as a western province
of their Asiatic empire. Auila’s son Dinzio did, on Europzan soil, exactly
what every Asiatic aspirant had done before him in Asia; he rallied the
remnants of the trites about him, and tried to seize a city in Pannonia in
an attempt to restore his father’s Imperium (idem, chap. 53). A later
descendant of Attila, Mundo, is even more typical, for he went into the
most desert part of Europe and there, like Tamerlane and Chingis Khan,

v Uso. Piad. De Expeditione Pernza 1, 0 ff., in Patrol. Graec. XCII, pp. 1226 £.; Measnder, de leeat.,
m Pcirol Graec. Vol. CNIIL, pp. 824 f: thqgugh the other side da everything we do, with us
a i vu‘r(r:ug; with them & base perversion. See Theodore the Alan, Alanicus, chap. 6, in Pacrol

rzec. CXL, p. 335.

“*u-rared by the siguments and Jdiscussions In Priscus, De Legat dil, in Patsol Graec., Vol. CXIN,
p. w3, 26, i1, 3 While the West po-ed a3 champion of bbeity, cveryone was feciry 10
craea: Malune ersm sub apecir captizitatis vivere hibers, quam sub specie hbertatis erse captive
Salvian, Gubernat Da v 5)
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gathered a band of outcasts about him, no doubt making the most of hjs
descent. He had them proclaim him king and declared war on all thas
world, cheosing as his base of operations a tower on the Danube whick
was called Herta—obviously the later Mongol Horda, “the center” of

4 dominion (chap. 58). These men, typical feudal barons, were transplantine

the ways of the steppes in to the West.

The West had long been preparing to receive them, too. Generation,
of fighting against Alans, Gepids, Geths, and Huns, and of fighting with
them shoulder to shoulder, in alliance now with one and now with the’
other, had transformed the Roman military state into the thing it had
been fghting. Narses consciously and successfully employed not Roman
tut Hunnish eactics against the Franks, and the closing chapters of Jordanes
show a Roman army indistinguishable from any barbarian horde. The
last chapter of all makes the significant remark that the ultimate victor
to emerge from the world shambles was victor gentium diversarum Jus.
tinianus Imperator. It was in this man Justinian that the Huns won a
great and abiding victory over the West. )

The Emperor Justinian displayed at all times a sirale-minded devotion
to the Huns that pu:zles and dismays his historians.’®* Apparently there
was nothing he would not do to please the Huns, even to the wrecking
of his own foreign policy (Procop. Anec. xi, 12) and the ruination of trade
and agriculture throughout the Empire (Ibid., xxi, 26, 28; xxiii, 30; xxv,
25). A passionate devotee of the factionists, he had worn their Persian
beards, Hunnish hair-do, Hunnish cloaks, Hunnish shirts, and Hunnish
shoes (Ibid., vii. 8, 10-14), the girdles and brooches of the steppes having
already supplanted the more civilized styles of the West (Ibid., vii. 18).
“The greatest destroyer of established institutions that ever lived” (Ibid.,
vi. 21), Justinian was determined to make the western world “completely
change its clothes” (Ibid., xi. 1); and he succeeded.

All the absurdities and contradictions in his policies vanish if we con-
sider that this Illyrian, who hated Greek things, was set upon becoming
a grand khan. He handed over the wealth of the state to the Huns “who
were always turning up” at court (a significant note) in ever increasing
numbers (Ibid., viii. 5). He would claim for himself all the private prop-
erty of the citizens, pretending that it was all being brought in to him as
gifts (Ibid., viii. 9), and then promptly give it all away again to the
Hunnish lords before his throne (Ibid., viii. 13f): a thing that made per-
fectly good sense to his visitors from the steppes, but appeared to his
Roman subjects as “a thing that had never happened since the beginning
of time” (Ibid., xxx. 24). What he did not thus throw away to the

47331 Agachias, Hist. v. 13, in Patrol. Graec. LXXX VI, pp. 1569-1596; Menander, in Pat. Gr. CXIII, p. 5%

Juui’nhn showed this partislicy even befote he became emperos, sccording 1o Procopius, Anecdot.
xi. 3.
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rarians, says Procopius (Ibid., xi. 3; xxvi. 23) he wasted on absurd
dings, constructed simply to outshine all other emperors—a thing that
‘khan would have understood. This Hun-worship actually amounted
he enslaving of the empire, say Procopiys and Agathias, but that was
Justinian wanted it. He insisted that all his subjects, from top to
om, be called his slaves (Ibid., xxx. 26), and instituted the strictly
tral Asiatic style of prostration and foot-kissing (Ibid., xxx. 23). He was
averse to giving ths impression of being a sort of supzr-shaman, and
rently even adopted the well-known Mongol custom of making those
entered his presence step clear of the threshold (Ibid., xii. 25). In
, “instead of acting like a Roman Emperor, he was ths complete
arian in language, dress, and thought” (Procop. xiv. 2). \What more
1 one ask? Tha wzlcome btarbarians poured into court from all direc-
, to the immaznse delizht of the Emperor, who never failed to send
away loaded with gold (Ibid., xix. 14), till presently “the barbarians
neral became comrlete masters of the wealth of the Romans” (Ibid.,
6). In the end, all thz offices and officials of the state were supplanted
ie ofice—the royal court, and by two persons—the Emperor and Em-
(Ibid., xxx. 30), for the new ascendency of the Empress, intensely’
ted by Procopius, was the crowning Asiatic touch.
ustinian's weird innovations were no ephemeral thing. They were but
slmination of thar process of Asianizing which had been deplored by
sets of the Republic. And they were there to stay. In Justinian Diehls,
wdeed the ancients themselves, see the perfect type and model of the
yzantine monarch, and his court became the model for every court
tope. The sedentary populations of the empire, strictly forbidden
ipt the wandering ways of the conquerors, wers permanently saddled
in adventurous hunting and campaigning nobility. How utterly un-
ble the system was is vividly described by Fulcher, who shows how
e it led in=vitably to the Crusades.!*? In the Crusades we find the
y of the West employing all the devices and insignia of the Asiatics
wccustomed familiarity, so that Edward I can arrange for a coordi-
invasion operation with his Mongol allies down to the smallest
The Europeans fully understood all the gadgets’ of the East and
s enthusiastic for a life of raiding and adventure as any Beduin. Bu:
»d side of thz Asiatic system completely escaped them.
istianity added rothing to the hierocentric doctrine as such. The:
“hristian theology vwas keenly conscious of all the imagery of hizro-
rule and ritual and above all to the contrast of the Two Kingdoms.
postles, the Arostolic Fathers, Diognotus, Tertullian and the Pastor
mas tell us, it is true, that there is a universal throne—but it is rot

. Hiustoria Hievosolymizana, H. Hagenmcyer, ed., 1, 1-vii, esp. Utban’s speech, chaps. ti, wi.
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on thi- earth. The Devil is the “Prince of this World,” which is no place
for the children of the: kingdom—they sojourn here as pilgrims and as
strangers. The conflict is not between contending parties here below, bu:
between “this world” and the other.. QOur heritage and kingdem Iic
beyond; “here we have no abiding kingdom.”

Later Christian teaching adopted the old hierocentric doctrine wik
enthusiasm; bue it did not, as Ferrero boasts,'*® make it more spiritual and
intellectual: the lofty ideal of the sacred universal empire is as absrrac
and intellectual in Horace and Virgil as it is in Dante. The vision of the
universal ruler seated at the centre of the cosmos had been fully appre.
ciated and ecstatically proclaimed by the theoreticinns of Alexandria in
whose steps Roman emperors and Christian thinkers willingly followed.
Gilson, commenting on Pope John VIII's concept of the Church, says that
it was identical with the Roman Empire, having the same capital and the
same idea, only plus vaste.!*® But what could be more vaste than the
wibs aequava polo of the pagan panegyrists, equal to the universe itself?
Diehl sees in Christianity the addition of a profoundly religious element
to the old concept of the Imperium: the prince is “transformed into the
elect of God.” But what Cosmocrator was ever anything but just thar?

In describing the new World Church as an improvement on the old
system, each of these three authorities admits the Church's indebtedness
to that system. The absolute predominance of the emperor, “equal to the
Apostles” (isapostolos), God on earth, the supreme head of the Church
as well as the state; **% the great imperial councils, a thing new in the
Church but, as Gelzer and Batiffol have shown, established usage in the
Empire; the investiture of churchmen by the emperor with insignia origi-
nally confined to the secular administration and borrowed from the
East;'*" the new ritual and liturgy so closely akin to old court ceremonies—
the laudes echoing the old imperial acclamation and the liturgies praising
God in the same set terms which the panegyrists declaimed before the
emperor; the emergence of Christ, the ever-victorious crusher of his foes,
as an object of terror and dread **—such are a few of the well-documented

2 G. Fertero, Chavuuu and Events in Roman History (New York: Pumam, 1909), p. 133.

M8 Chsisti 4 d the logical Welthild given the East to the West,” F. J. E. Raby,
A Hmon; ol Christion-Latin Poetry (Oxford: 1927), p. i0. One might usce the unbroken descent
of the hietocenaic universe from the gocans to Deante. Clement. Homil. vil (Pat. Gr., Vol. {l,
p. 349) is good dexription.

W E Gilson, La Philosophis su Moyen Age (Paris: Payor, 1944), pp. 253 .

2 C. Dich! snd G. Marsis, Le Monde Orienual, ewc., px‘ 487-495; Eusebius, Viia Constantini, psssim
‘\f‘l'ml'l G"Slﬂ)slél: Duchesne, Early History of ¢ Christion Church {London: quy. 193)),
o PP

ui |, Duchesne, Origines du Culie Chrerien (Paris, 1898), chap. .

wE g, Liturg. S Ignar., in Parmol. Grgec. V, 972 Of course, one spoke much of the monarch’s alis
rvading justice ‘and compession (T. ilverstein, ''The Thione of the Empnou Henry" et
aw;udlhT eol. 'RN Vol. XXXII [1939), pp 113-129), bur what pasan sutocrst’s supporiens d -J
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indications that the World Church of the fourth century was buile upon
the Grm foundation of the old sacral kingship. The Armenian monk
Vartan says the Christians prostrated themselves before God as the
Mongols did before the Grand Khan.'*®* A trip to Constantinople would -
have shown him that this pious prostration was not reserved for the
Invisible God, but was really the old emperor-worship of Central Asia.

i
0

, To ConcLupE

That it was the people of the steppes, engulfing the great “peripheral”
civilizations in wave after wave, who imposed government upon the world
Oppenheimer long ago made clear. What he failed to observa is that
hunters do not always “work best alone or in small groups,” but on the
toundless plains have teen wont to operate in vast communal ba:ctues
from the beginning. More recently Goetze has completed the picture in
describing how the Hurrians and their kind came out of the regions of
the North at the end of the Third Millennium and taughe the old city-
states to become world empires, supplying them with the equipmert for
the task: the horse, the chariot, the mounted archer, and a thorough-
going feudalism.2*

In China, India, Egypt, and Europe the successive waves of nomad
invasion have been like recurrent attacks of a disease, each effecting a per-
manent change in the organism and leaving a permanent deposit behind it.
The invaded civilizations, having absorbed institutions and traditions of
the invaders, become increasingly susceptible to the romantic appeal of
the same, and in some casés (e.g. Russia) contact between the two worlds
is never broken completely.

During the darkest peried of its history, when all the works of estab-
lished civilization were virtually destroyed, the West reverted to a state
of primordial chaos indistinguishable from that which normally prevails
on the steppes of Asia. At that fatal moment the liquified resources
of the West were poured, as they had often been before, into the Asian
mold. The obvious solution to the Asiatic predicament was the classic
Asiatic solution: with appalling meekness the officials of the Empire
literally kissed the earth before the feet of worthless and arrogant empar-
ors, while pastoral conquerors settled down to establish their accustomed
economy of theft and tribute on the newly won soil of Europe.

This is the dangerous Reritage of the hierocentric state. Removad
from those boundless land-spaces which gave it rise and which alone
offer boundless empire the hierocentric ideal becomes in practice a pre-

7 Gouser, Histaire des Cromsades, Vol 1M, p. 565,

47 Fuan: Oppenheimer, The State, tans. J. M. Ginerman (Indianspofis: Botbs-Mere:ll, 1914), “Thup. i
Uatrt. Hethiter, Churrizer u. Assyrev, pp. 3342, 8537, o ., 11502, 12e-152.
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tentious ritual, pontificale et vide; bue in theory a noble dogma, a ;-
idea of such compelling logic, simplicity, beldness, and universal appes!
as to appear nothing short of a revelation from heaven. The great Greet...

+~like the prophets and Apostles, saw through the imposing fraud: “G.._
never meant that one map should rule all of cattle-raising Asia,” <.
the ghost of Darius, addressing at once the Eastern and Western w.rl..
from the stage at Athens. But the shallower minds of the schoolmen we
lost in ecstatic contemplation of the universal king around whom it
things revolve in perfect circles. No less so the schoolmen of the Middle
Asges, “cabined in the Absolute,” hypnotized by the overwhelmine
authority of the One. And so too the schcolmen of our own day. Toya.
bee is confident that “religion is likely to be the plane on which thi:
coming centripetal [we would say, hierocentric] counter movement will
first declare itself,” and recommends above all else the study of “the pan
which the West has played in the unification of mankind.” !

In the last chapter of his Histoire des Croisades, Grousset has shown
how Western Europe, at the peak of its intellectual splendor, utterly failed
to comprehend the enlightened world views of the Mongol khans who,
strongly favoring Christianity in their own lands, were all but begging for
an alliance with the Christian West ty which the two could crush
Islam. Significantly enough, it was the vision of world-rule itself chat
frustrated action. The cardinals who cross-examined Rabban Sauma would
not hear of an alliance that might seem to march against the Antichrist
under any other banner—Nestorian or Mongol—than their own. In 297
A.D., the Emperor Galerius haughtily rejected a generous offer of the
Persians to divide the rule of the world as equals, East and West, and thus
preserve the peace; the Romans, says Petrus Patricius, simply could not
conceive of such a proposition as anything but sarcasm or malice. When
the Persian ambassadors pointed our the risk and folly of rejecting such
a golden offer, the furious emperor shouted: *“The custom of my ancestors
has been to spare those who submit and make war on those who don'tl” '™
That was all. It would seem that nothing can so effectively block “the uni-
fication of mankind” as that very religious “centripetal counter-movement”
for which Toynbee yearns, and that the West has been less the author
of such unification than its consistent wrecker. ,

[Men seem unable to leave the dream of a hierocentric state alone.
To recapitulate the six headings given above, we cannot blame people
if they yearn for (1) the grandeur, color, and unity of the great assembly,
(2) the lofty and uncompromising certainty of universal kingship, (3) the

WM A ). Toynbee, “The Unification of the World and the Church in Hiscorical Perspective,” History, Vol.
XYXI1 (1948), pp. 1-29; quotwtion from pp. 25 f.

& e ricius, De Legat. xii. in Parvol. Graec. CX111, pp. 668 §.
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sense of refuge and well-being in the holy shrine, (4) the high and
indzpendent life of a chivalrous aristocracy, (5) the luxury of hating
all opposition with a huoly hatred, and (6) the sheer authority of the insti-
tutions established and maintained by force. These are the strength of the
hierocentric state. Its weakness is that it doesn’t exist. That “son of the
morning” who went up into the North, placed his throne upon the moun-
tain of the assembly, and said, “I will be like the most high,” only suc-

ceeded, we are told (Isa. 18:22 ff.) in “weakening the nations.” )
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