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Further west, in the Mexican Gulf at Vera Cruz, where Qu
bered as arriving in a strange winged ship, and las; rememberefizalco
natural raft of serpents, we find interesting support for th eh'
portrait of the aristocratic and beautiful bearded individuall e
of the American Museum of Natural History, in Plate XX 2 Tr;Pf
carved on the back of a slate mirror from Vera Cruz, is an.outﬁlts i
grt, and the taste and composition shown by the artist, as well asb tzndm'g Piece Of ahog
mtel.lectual profile of the bearded model, evince tha'; we are o : arlS_tocratic bonN
vestiges of something more than the average American Indian a5 Lo confroq ™
. 1.as known tq us in )
< ”Ijhe cla'y head .fou'nd in Tres Zapotes, Vera Cruz, by the Nationa] G -~
pz;il:tosgiirir;stilt:stfn expedit.ion, and reproduced with their permissioes iﬁ%’hic i
. , een described as “one of the best examples of ; lathx“
in the New World”. (Aldana, s.a.) When compared to the profile o TH ATt yet oy
slate miror, its anthropologic implications are enhanced. Such ;ar?e'd e Ve
type is not product of the artists’ fancy. . VY prescte g
Fro Mexi |
m Vera Cruz we ascend to the Mexico Valley. Again we find the legend of hmt

at] Wag
as departin
Storica) tragiy; a
oduced, },
ancient To’t

Onac

Mexican wanderers. (From Seler 1895.)

oric artists working on Chama pottery have striven
g of two distinct physical types of their aboriginal days, has also |
4 stressed by Vaillant (1931, p. 248). In an article entitled “A Bearde
¢ takes up the problem presented by the seemingly non-Ameri
ies represented in native American art, from the vicinity of Me
d Guatemala. Vaillant centres his attention around the remarkable
FRio Balsas, reproduced by the courtesy of American Museum of Na
XVIIL. This piece of outstanding realistic portraiture is no more
than are the Caucasian-like profiles and masks from Tabasco an
d at Rio Balsas, on the Pacific slopes of Guerrero in southwestern
M cannot but recall Capt. Cook’s description of the Caucasian-like el
its way out to the Marquesas Islands, the nearest inhabitable islan
coasts of tropic America. Cook (1777, Vol 1, p. 308) wrote: ¢
todes in trimming the beard, which is, in general, long. Some part i
hes under the chin; others plait it; some wear it loose; and others
' ShOW.n that the Rio Balsas clay head actually is the work of an ind
bx.an times, Vaillant (1931, p. 247) adds: “We are left in t!
, having the same physical traits portrayed by artists of several ¢
foo have evidently recognized a people different from themselves.”
I8 2 parallel in Guatemala, Vaillant says (Zbid., p. 248): ... fr

that prehist

gmtlé e;%)ressed '1171 the art of prehistotic stone sculptors. The Vischer Collecti of
Pft:tce : ‘{ui?:m m;h;)d'es an eatly sculpture. of a seated deity from the Mexico \;)alllley (:Q' “
N XII1), an 1ets‘chy (1941, p. 86) identifies the statue as an image of Quetzalood t
€ e now approaching the northern limit of this prehistoric art representation andis
jcxoncu_rrmg .myths, and this limit also marks the termination in this direction of the te
merican high-cultures, as defined by Krickeberg (1934, p. 314). (See map p. 204}

-

Bearded portraits from Guerrero to Salvador and Coclé

Following the trend of the same culture-myth from Yucatan southwards through
Isthmus, we remember how a corresponding personality appeared in the vicinity of
'fmd Chama, but later left in anger to scarch a nobler people than his unapprCCiaﬁVe subl
in Guatemala. The oral tradition does not specify that the wanderer was bearded, ™ £
local archaeology supplies information on this point. Dieseldorff (1894, P- 374) & ‘
strongly bearded priest on a Chama vase found exactly where the culture hero alsoged |
was remembered to have entered the region, and Seler (1895, p- 307) tries to i

hgur_e, with its beard, strongly beaked nose, long stick and fan, with the correspo® s

Mexican drawings of the wandering Quetzalcoatl. G ma.la comes a very remarkable Maya vase, painted in colon

. Presenting the drawings reproduced on next page, Selet (Ibid., p- 31 1) says: “oo Vfﬂvmg seven characters. ... There is no doubt that the paintc

illustrations taken from Codex Mendoza, T add a further example. . . which is bott0 " o g to reproduce two physical types, his own and another; 2nd
h a being & & 2 € group as the head from the Rio Balsas. The scene seems t

the Mixtec Codice Colombino (Codex Dorenberg), and which deals wit ad
mythical nature. Persons engaged in wandering are undoubtedly depicted her® a%so, 4
a stafl in the right hand, perhaps signifying a lance and perhaps 2 walking S 2,
fan in the other. But the first of the persons is here the most famous of the Meﬂ ol
Quetzalcouatl, god of the winds and the hero of the myths of Tollan- It doe;
altogether improbable to me that this group represents the wanderers of the To "'

the leadership of their god Quetzalcouatl.”

I;::z:s:iz% P. 420), too, wrote from the same islands: “Those who wear theit

Ieking the ch":]nber’ arrange them in different ways. The commonest is to part the

Phich thy plai,t and E:mng the beard grow on either side. Many others let it all

3 a1 » «..” And Beechey (1831, p. 138) from the discovery of the Ma

%el;ar. ..the mustachiqs grow long, but the beards, which are kept from f

& down, ought .tO a point, at others divided into two; one man, howevet,
to the pit of the stomach.”



5

well known that we find pre-

T s 2 N T 00 . . + s Bt 1 §
that this territory had received impulses from the Isthmus or Mexico. In 1930 he 5

eng pian stone-carvings of bearded and
tw d men among the human portraits

for further connection between the two areas in his paper “Cultural Relationg b

North and South America.” Analyzing the cultural structures and their relationg be e

these two adjoining sections of the New World, he finds a fundamental unity undey g #ke Cucatan. (Holmes 1919, p. 26.) In

the Mexican and Peruvian conceptions and products, saying: “There is too mucp, i Ving ,ﬂdy s of Chitzen Itza, the centre of

mon to believe otherwise.” o, »s activities before the founding
As is well known, i is easier fo distinguish and separate cultures by sorting out s, atp, 4pan, bearded figures carved in relief

and colours of pottery than it is to search bebind the discriminating details for some measur, , mm”"-‘ ie frequent. (Seler 1910.) One of

origins and wider unity. We cannot successfully use the same procedure for Uniting e 4% carved ona pilaster of the south jamb

tures as we use for discriminating between them. Kroeber (/bid., p. 20) Clearly demou.

strates this by stressing that the differentiation in styles and forms is no evidence again
there being a common inspiration behind the Mexican and Peruvian high-cultures, “Man\ L}

¢ entrance door to the Temple of the
ors, 1S reproduced here as drawn by
Charlot, and Motris (1931, PL 40).

: : ; s, .

Mexican peoples, the Maya and Tarasca for instance, differ,” he says, “almost g mug; Mm:?hel' is reproduced in Plate XXT1.

among themselves.” ‘ Verrill (1929, P- 1 37), referring to the
In addition to the matetial culture traits which he found to have spread throughoyt the ity of Chitzen Ttza—dedicated by the

whole region between the lakes of Tezcoco in Mexico and Titicaca in Peru-Bolivia, Ky, Mayas to Kukulcan—says: .. .its “Temple
ber further points out “the myth of the departing bearded culture institutor.” He tegards of the ]aguars’ surpasses any other known
the Peruvian cultures probably a little younger than the Mexican, but: “In each case the P,\‘_bjstoric structure in its beauty of design, its impressive carvings, i
culture meets us full blown.” As no subsequent evidence has seriously challenged Kroebey; | wloring and its wonderful frescoes. ... Among the innumerable bas-relicf
view, we may well bear in mind the possibility that the traditions of the small groups of . both the exterior and intetior of the temple, are many figures of bearded m
wandering institutors of culture might have spread locally through wanderings rather tha suggested that these represent priests of Kukulcan or the ‘Plumed-Serpent-
through independent conceptions along their routes. We shall therefore analyse some tlways depicted with a beard, the supposition being that his priests either w
archaeological evidence that may serve to throw further light on the bearded migrants, o donned artificial ones. But is it not equally probable that these bearded fig

of the Tici-Viracocha class. those mysterious ‘bearded ones’ who, according to Mayan, Aztecan and -
visited America ages before the coming of the Spaniards? There is a remark
Light hair and beards painted in Mexican codices before Columbus  ofbearded gods and figures in both Mayan and Aztec sculptures and art, z

the figure of Hunpictok (commander-in-chief of cight thousand flints) shows
Of the numerous hand-written codices or books which fell into the hands of the e mq where jt is carved on the stones of his palace. In many places, too, hus
p yPp

Spaniards upon the conquest of Mexico, the vast majority were solemnly butned by % shown with remarkable at-topped heads, and it is a most interesting and
Spanish priests on open bonfires in the village streets. But from the few that escape bt most of the monolithic statues or idols discovered at the Coclé temple
destruction, we learn that the idea of light hair and beard did not enter America :zexl Precisely the same flat-topped craniums, and that several had beards.”
Columbus. Thus, in the Tonalamat/ of the Aubin collection'—a pre-Colum}:)lan lift )

teserved in the National Library in Paris—the aboriginal Mexican authors have '» Pre. . ] . . .
Svith multicoloured hand-paintings of former heroes and deities. Of some 27-7}51:;‘;?,2 e-Columbian frescoes of a marine battle with a fair-haire
heads with their hair cleatly drawn, more than a hundred appear with hair of 2 lig
colout, the rest having black or very dark hair.

Beards are drawn in several codices. Thus in Codex Vaticanus 3775, aﬂOt.
lumbian book from Mexico and in Anahuac hand-writing, eleven men Wit

I8 theis tichly illustrated and exhaustive study of The Temple of the Wars
% Yuatan, Morris, Charlot, and Morris (1931) take up for discussion the

98¢ race of men is depicted in the important frescoes on the interic
bout? g 18 several places, the exactness with which the ancient artists have st

her P‘e'c.o

a ; . .. S - .
unmistakeable beards are represented. Humboldt (1810, p. 47, 48) prr,OduC:anuscnP‘ 'p.ﬁ p‘ ElaSlZe the racial characteristics and distinctions of their models
dozen other bearded men from the hieroglyphic paintings in the Mexican Vag ) Many of the Spanish writers recorded comments on the Maya as
preserved in the Imperial Library of Vienna. ‘ Bive ., . € of the Conquest, which, when compared with the material in the p:

1 See bibliography: Codex Tonalamatl Aubin. g corroborative proof of the exactness with which Mava repre
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“In appearance some of them were very much like the Maori
resembled the Pakeha (or white) race. The complexion of most ofptZZEie\fos tli)'d? > Othg
(reddish skin), and their hair had the red or golden tinge which we call uru 11:1 !
had black eyes, some blue like fairskinned Europeans. They were about the~se
as'oursclves. Some of their women were very beautiful, very fair in com la
shining fair hair.” o

To look to Peru for aboriginal Pacific explorers or castaways who included
uru-kebu individuals and types more Caucasian-like than even the Maoti him redhh"u‘tﬁ
a ‘rather discouraging prospect, at the very best. The physical features of the kn o e
tnbes‘ of coastal and inland Peru are less Caucasian-like and more Mongoloc?gn Ind,
Maori-Polynesian and most Notthwest Indian tribes, at least with regard to h1 e
and colour, facial expression, and skin. We might therefore have been led to ialr "
oyerlook any further possibilities in this direction, had not a number of facf o
dls.cussed in later parts urged the impression that, even if there were no apparors to}.,e‘
evidence, there was certainly sufficient cultural evidence in eatly Peru to requircent e
glance in that direction. Urged by accumulated archacological (Part VI) o

. mul and botapig

('Pa.rt VII) data, we reconsidered the possibility of what we had first judged to bea
tic .1dea, that red—hai'red culture-people, sharing their general characteristics with thear(llt;j:
iflir; :j;hleorczlllf;i:ﬁi};::; Cl\/tIior;lég_Ol race, might have been present in pre-Inca Peru although

Na}tt.lralistic portraiture of models seen by Early Chimu artists some 1500 years agoit
aborlg.mal Peru showed that Caucasian-like types were represented among them although
'unfamlliar among the local pute-bred Indians of today. (See Plates XX VI—XXVIL) Thi
in 1tselflwas a most surprising and stimulating fragment of prehistoric information. Nex,
by turning our attention to the well preserved Peruvian mummies from the desert tomb
at Paracas and other pre-Inca necropoli from later centuries B. C. and the earlier centur®
A. D., we found that one of the problems they offered modern science was the colour and
structure of their hair. (See Plates XXXIV—XXXVI) Among those best prescrved:
which had been kept away both from light and from contact with the sand, some had e

Qr.-l
hu, Son,
e hejy,
XIOH) Wit;

coarse, straight and black hair of the Mongol and the average modern Peruvian Iﬂdif‘ﬂ’

but there were also a great number with reddish-brown hair (sometimes interspersed ¥
yellow), and with a fine, silky and sometimes even clearly wavy texture. (Wilson 1803
Vol. 1, pp. 228, 235, 246; Busk 1873, p. 313; Reiss and Stiibel 1880—87, pl. 16, 17
Dawson 1928, p. 127; Trotter 1943, pp. 69—75; etc.)

Thus when we venture to check further the possibility of bringing what we have alld
‘Caucasian-like’ elements out of prehistoric Peru, our object is first to test whethef or 27
we have any evidence of such people having ever existed in that East Pacific territory’ ¢
until we have verified this evidence will we be able to judge whether ot not thete is 1o
to believe that this people had sent a branch into Polynesia. It should thus be made ¥
clear that the purpose of this part (V) is not to show the evidence for migration w
show that, contrary to general belief, prehistoric Peru has housed racial elements ¥ : 11:
many respects must have approached the characteristics of our own white 1ac% "

differing correspondingly from the norm of Quechua and Aymara Indians of our time ol
0 ¢

may, in places, draw a few parallels back to the Polynesian territory, but in genc™. J

. TRACES OF CAUCASIAN-LIKE ELEMENTS IN PRE-INCA PE

i tO PAvE the approach to succeeding parts, by showing that the non-
f sies of the pre-Maori-Polynesians form no obstacles to a primeval settl
ﬁ‘:’fom early Peru, and by pre-Inca voyagers who included among them
%divjduals with #ru-kebu hair. The actual arguments for migration fros
¥ in the later parts.
| ¢ are several distinct avenues of approach to gain information pertai

¢t culture-bearers of Peru at the time when the first boats wetre beache

We may, through archaeology, gain knowledge of their arts and craft
Principally of material culture. We may also, through ethnology, extrz

] customs and religious beliefs of the Inca such elements as are not origi
ete borrowed from their predecessors. We have also seen that there

s of information regarding the physical appearance of the actual beat
extinct Peruvian high-cultures. We may look for their somatological re
m of dried-up mummy-bundles or skeletons, and thus judge of individual
giectly, as far as these remains will permit. We may also look for realistic preh
mtions of racial types depicted in the early period and by the people in qu
sformation may also have survived. The cultural inclinations of the late Incas ¥
m ancestral history and pedigrees, and may have carried down to historic tis
noties of unusual people or outstanding individuals flourishing in older Peru.

Since we shall in the present part follow each of these approaches, the seque
kermining importance. The material vestiges of archacology will always
hekbone of prehistoric reconstructions, yet they may at times remain as bacl
ks flesh is built upon them by data from written or oral history. We feel the
bethe case with the long known bearded effigy jars and red-haired mumm
dsert graves of carly prehistoric Peru, and we venture accordingly to see if
tin more vivacity and a better reason for being there when reexamined and
thekground of verbal Inca history.

'_r!‘clnodern literate has the great benefit of being able to help his overfillec
Witing notes and narratives. But he sometimes forgets that the minds of ear
®® far from overfilled, and that they were thus able to preserve tribal tt
:“Fal songs often with remarkable accuracy. Inca historical traditions we

J-tales, although full of superstition. They were sincere and deliber:
tize events as they and their ancestors had seen and interpreted them.

ut twelve native generations after Pizarro’s conquest of the Inca Empi:
P- 401) wrote of the disorganized and illiterate descendants of Inca sub
o~ tion for the memory of their Inca (Atahualpa) is beyond description, p
'[h.“ of the interior districts, where his decollation by Pizarro is annually 1
%:inofeover, among the lower class of natives, after the passage of po:

_tes disturbing to their way of life, the people lacking a common bonc
2ty afforded by the organized Inca worship and cult. Twelve similar g
0N in nea time would carry us from the Spanish conquest back to the ve

g,

. hiStOry, and one should expect then that the Inca historians who wertt
artiving Spaniards, should have correspondingly vivid memories of
ts in pre-Inca time.
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Tall stature, narvow face, and non-Mongoloid hair on Paracas mummies

Nowhere in Peru has a.r.eally large group of pre-Inca mu@mies been preserved. for
ity under bcEter conditions than those of the Paracas burial cavern§ and stone-lined
s on the Pacific coast. Stewart (1943, p. 49) says: “One of the most important devel-
- ¢s in Peruvian archeology was the discovery in 1925 by Tello and Lothrop of two
QPm enn the Paracas Peninsula, 18 km. south of Pisco, representing one of the earliest
s 01 cultures.” Here several hundred carefully wrapped mummies were revealed, a
Coasltlaseries of which have been systematically examined. Kroeber tentatively places these
SH;M'QS within the Early Nazca period, Tello holds that they even antedate this time and are
zzntemporary with Early Chavin, and the Carbon 14 method suggests that they date from
- bout 300 B. G, plus ot .rninus 200 years. There is accordingly no doubt about theit
great 28¢ and pre-Inca origin. ' .
Examining the blood groups in the tissues of some of these mummies, Candela (1943,
P- 65) failed to get the normal reactions of naturally dried and untreated mummies. He
suggested that one reason was “the presence in most of the tissues of some gummy,
. gesinous material, serving perhaps as a preservative. This substance was particulatly
 evident in the extracts produced by means of boiling water, and it rendered the perform-
B ance of the tests by this method almost impossible.”
Examining the Paracas skeletal remains, Stewart (1943, p. 59) found that these mummi-
fied individuals were of a noticeably taller stature than formerly known Indians in Peru,
and that they differ from known Indians also in facial form. Both cranial deformation and
tepanning were obsetved. Stewart’s own conclusion was: “It appears hence that the
Paracas group differs from the Peruvian skeletal remains thus far studied, particularly in
genetal size and in narrowness of the facial features. As I have pointed out, however,
this may be a selected group of large males and not typical of the population as a
whole,”
Th'e author also suggests that the narrowness of the facial features may perhaps be
al;?tl}l;d asv a secondary alteratiog 'following an artiﬁc.ial deformation of the skull.
e ofrIe was any way of ascertaining that all people in pre-Inca Peru were the same as
- farclc:a times, then these explanations Wguld undoubtlyt b§ the only logical ones, as a
. onle ,Cgvfld then 9n1y occur through artificial pressure in infancy an.d an cgcept'lonal
mOgeneo} va selecFlon of unusual men for murqm1ﬁcat10n. But until an hlstor}cally
there 1 stillutsh race b'eh.1r'1d the Inca and pre-Inca Empmes has been proved to have existed,
by g, 1 e EOSSlblhty tha.t the early people in question were embalmed not because
hais ; ut because of their rank or race.
- 6q) basedn some of th(_ise Par.acas mummies was also thoroughly analysed. Trotter (1943,
Ay ic the interesting hair analysis on pieces of scalp from ten Paracas mummies
%Siﬁe tW(? were females, and of which one male and one female had in advance been
| Yo, . :: }'Our’lg’. She says: ... there was some evidence that the others were old,
Ned ¢, 1}111516 in each case was interspersed with very light vellow hairs which may be
Of hay, er been white. 11'1 general, the color' was a rusty brO\yn and gave the appear-
g arkg ade.d. These hairs ﬁuoresc-ed, the lightish or yell.ow1sh ones more brilliantly
1 er hairs. In all cases the hairs were extremely brittle and had to be handled
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with greatest care.” Further (p. 70): ““The hair of mummies 94 and 310 was quite ¢
wavy; that of the others appeared to be straight.”

Trotter does not attempt to give any explanation of this latter interesting Statemey,
two out of ten scalps examined had plainly wavy hair.

Neither does she imply that the rusty-brown hair-colour showed evidence of ..
faded from the normal blue-black Indian hair, as will be seen from the following, Tt we
also seem difficult to visualize that the rusty hair had brightened from an or'ginalm l
if the light yellow hair on the same heads have darkened from white. One should !
that the hair colour of these mummies cither has assumed a generally darker of a
rally lighter hue. If post mortem change of pigment has taken place on these partj
Paracas mummies, as opposed to others in Peru and those in North Africa, then th,
combination of both rusty brown and very light yellow hair on the same heads Woul
seem to argue that the original scalp either had been black interspersed with rusty beowy
hairs, or else yellow-blond interspersed with white hairs. The third possibility seems to b,
that the scalps in question have retained their original shades comparatively unmod;
like the mummy cloth. Let it also be borne in mind that we have previously dealt with
Peruvian mummy head that was described as brown and slightly grey. The m
scalps now under discussion were also brown, but interspersed with light yellow.

Apart from colour and degree of waviness of hair, its fineness and also the shape of its
cross section are, as is well known, the two additional characteristics used for classifying
hair types. Mongoloid hair, like that of the common American Indian, is wide in ctoss
section area and circular in cross section form. The degree of ovalness in cross section
form seems closely associated with the degree of waviness or cutliness of the hair itseff

Trotter (Zbid., p. 72) says about the microscopically analysed form of the Paracas mummy-

hair, after classifying it in accordance with Martin’s grading system: “The cross section l

form shows so much divergency between the different mummies that they cover al
divisions of hair form...” And: “It has been assumed that these mummies are all ¢
one racial stock, therefore this analysis must necessarily be one of individual variatio?

from an intraracial standpoint.”

As to the sige of the cross section area, she found (Zbid., p. 75) that: “The size of the st .

was much smaller than has been found for other Indians, but not so small as has bect
recorded for at least one white racial group [the Dutch].”
The author stressed in her summary that: “The form and size of the hair of ten Pa

mummies showed wide variation.” She showed that although some of the haif
were wide, yet the average from all ten mummies was “approximately 30 % less
average mean areas found for the four Indian tribes by Steggerda and Seibert and fof
adult French Canadians by Trotter and Dawson.” AP
Unguided by any working hypothesis Trotter presents her important analysis ©
Paracas mummy hair as a seties of remarkable somatological data from eatly 9035
On the assumption that the current anthropological view is correct, that no 18
mixed race element was present in Peru before the arrival of the Spaniards, Tro
led to speak of the necessety of “individual variation from an intraracial stad
while suggesting that the unusual Caucasoid fineness of the hair might possibl}’ ha?%
due to changes during the process of mummification. On my asking whether Of ¥/

TRACES OF CAUCASIAN-LIKE ELEMENTS IN PRE-INCA PERU

- actual reason to believe that the fine, brov.vnish, and occasionally wavy P:
- hair bad changed greatly post mortem, having been coatse and bl?}ck like n
the live natives, Dr. Trotter (1951)* wrote me as follows with refere;
aper quotcd above:"‘I have gonc over all .the ev.idence we h}a:*e a?;i have dlsf:
1 Mr. O. H. Duggins, who is now working w1t.h me on' the subject of‘han
und is an interesting one, since he has worked in the hair and fiber section .
backgfol have come to the conclusion that there are two mistakes in my paper on the ;
F'.B.’It.x ir. The first mistake was to introduce the word ‘Indian’, and the second w
wies f:he' word ‘faded’. Now 1 shall try to answer your direct question with a
e © The hair of the Paracas mummies which I examined in 1943 may have ch
mswerhd texture slightly. However, the amount of change in either color or texturc
myoz;idcnce we have would xj,ot deny that the original coi-or w;s a reddishtbr;w}? an
the otiginal texture was fine.” Although no r,cason was found to warrant the hypc
that the reddish-brown scalps had ever ‘faded” from blue-blacl‘i, mlcroscoglc e?;arnn
showed that the light yellow hairs, interspersed to a very slight extent in eight
samples, contained no pigment, and hence presumably hgd 'becn even lighter, or -
Trotter further writes that the cross-section area of hair is closel?f corFelated W
weight, and that hair of Arabs of Central Iraq was tested for.change in weight befo;
after dehydration. After 16 hours of dehydration the alteration of weight ended, a
further change took place afterwards. The hair had then lost between 4 and 5 per cen
weight. Trotter (Zbid.) writes: ““Since this Arab hair lost its weight during the first 16
of dehydration it is unlikely that shrinkage of mummy hair (if it does occur) could ¢
exceed § per cent of the volume.” This is interesting, since she found, as we have
seen, that although some of the Paracas hair samples were wide, yet the average
all the mummies examined was approximately 30 9, less than on normal Indlar
Evidently then, Trotter is right in being cautious in the use of the word ‘Indian
reference to the Paracas mummies, provided the term ‘Indian’ may not be used.
gi(iCSt sense to denominate any racial type inhabiting the Americas befote the atr

Olumbuys,

Before T was kindly futnished with this interesting information by Trottet, the ]
Muse}lm had suggest'ed W. R. Dawson as a leading British authority to consglt (
Z;ICSUOI} of possible change in mummy hair. Dawson (1928, p. 127) who is earl'ier ‘c

Cxa.rmnmg on the Pacific coast of North Chile an embalmed adult women with

2t hght-‘brown hait”, was kind enough to send me his opinion as follows 2:

untr;)i;n _the eX.amination of a large num.bc.:r of mummi.es both from Egypt and

N Sincluding South America, my opinion is that hglr does not undergo any n
tie pOSt-r_nortem. The hair of a wavy or curly individual remains cgrly or wav

ey, - Straight-haired person remains straight. In mummies and desiccated bodJ'
eaz ? tendency to be crisp and brittle, but this is the natl'lral result of the dry.
keeps teea;e§res glands, which during li.fe, feed fatty matter 1nt(? the ha1rfolhclf}:ls
Sloy, Wouillr supple and. flexible. . it seems to me very unlikely thﬁt ?m;l ;Z a
W take place in a body which had never been exposed to the light, .

waS 2

u .
m a0 haitr 0n

col

R ot . . . s ‘
2 ter, Professor of Gross Anatomy, Washington University School of Medicine, letter dated June :

) date

dMaY 21, 1951,
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am up then, all the evidence I have indicates that the natute of hair does not altey
eath except in becoming dry and brittle.” Uiy
There is accordingly every reason to give full attention to the non-Mongoloig

ristics of the somatological remains at Paracas. Obviously the high percentage of reddiﬂ;
rown hair on these embalmed culture bearers does not represent a cross-section of the
ulation in Petu as a whole during these early periods. We may well assume thag
ommon Indian was not mummified, the process at least of true embalming woul
kelihood be restricted to the upper social classes of such peoples as knew the Proce
f artificial mummification. It is therefore especially intetesting to note the high tatio f
rown hair among the black on the early people who evolved—or imported— the high,
ultures of Peru.

diny

The position may be briefly summarised thus: An analysis is made of a group of we|,

reserved mummies from the central coast of Peru for the specific purpose of gaining g
ossible information about the physical appearance of the unknown bearers of a Jogt
nca high-culture. If their stature, cranial and facial indices, and hair had been found to
oncur with the physical data already known as characteristic of the region, then the
bserved data would probably have been used as an argument for homogeneity of race,
ithout considering the possibility that the extinct race may have looked entirely diffeseat
-om what their own remains suggested.

As 1t is, however, neither stature, cranial and facial indices, nor hair, have been found
> concur with the familiar norm of local Indians, and it has therefore been suggested
1at these mummies in every way mistepresent the physical type of their own unknown
ace. Divergency in head form is readily accounted for through more or less distinguishable
wodification in early childhood, a practice which admittedly occutred; and a dlﬂ'e!fﬂ!‘Je
1 face type is explained as possibly a secondary result of the former deformatios, !
ypothesis of less apparent strength, as this should give a narrow face-form to any Pef““‘:
'hose head was correspondingly deformed. When the hair is brown it is sus
aving been formerly black, and when exceptionally fine it may have s-hrunk- e
ravy and including all extremes of hair-form, it may be unusual variations ffof“ in
rean tribal norm. The skeleton, which cannot have increased through C%Cfom_”‘ﬂw
fancy or mummification, can still give us a wrong impression of the bodily build, £ %
ssume that only the largest men of the community were specially selected for MU
cation.

Separately considered, each of these excuses for the unexpected nature of the P
nummies may carry some weight, but as a whole they merely work against o M
t would be too fantastic to assume that all the main physical traits of the mumﬂ;‘l -
hould in one way or another misrepresent the mummified race, both throug rentid
eformation, post mortem shtivelling and fading, individual divergency and 10

wummies as such, everything pertaining to their physical appearance maytl;ﬁng
nd for those who wanted to know what these early people were like, nOCl siom d
y seeing them. On the other hand, while drawing no cxaggerated <':0n ust g
fely be said that nothing discovered in the Paracas caves argues against
at a foreign Caucasian-like race entered into the culture complex of p
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4t this race was comparatively tall in stature, with a narrow face, and hair in varying
of brown, fine in texture and occasionally wavy. We can only say that we have
hat we were looking for also among the physical remains of prehistoric Peru.
_ confirm what was indicated by the Inca memories and the pre-Inca pottery heads:
6,‘2 aon-Mongoloid and Caucasian-like element seems to have been present in the early

ud th
wde
Cad W

Wlera- The burden of proof, and of finding a plausible explanation, here rests upon
loc® o who maintain that nothing but Mongoloid traits have been observed in available
hiﬂﬂ material from pre-Inca Peru.

0

Historic evidence

In his popular survey of aboriginal culture in prehistoric America, Verrill (1927; 1929)
brings up for a stimulating discussion some of the elementary questions pertaining to the
gse and spread of the local high-cultures. Pointing out the coherent geographical pattern
of old civilizations in the New World, he stresses (1929) the improbability of this inter-
wopical distribution-area being the result of numerous sudden and independent flowerings
of caltute in these often unfavourable desert and jungle areas. He points to the generally
woted absence of any local culture-growth or cultural experimentation underlying the
espective cult sites, such as Coclé, San Augustin, Tiahuanaco etc., and to the fact that
ach distinct culture area shows the widest variation from the others in detail and character,
dthough the basic ideas were the same and were consistently common to them all. This
leads him to the logical deduction that migrants from some of the local civilizations may
prhaps have been active among the aboriginal population in all these localities, spreading
‘ th§ basic principles of their own religious beliefs and cultural doings into foreign and more
Pimitive culture domains. The resultant high-cultures may thus in each case represent a
bl‘.‘ﬂding of the local primitive culture and the intruding civilization, the primitive elements

g pethaps largely responsible for the final destruction of the civilization and the
donment of jts original cult site.

s i 1 X b . .
‘igina;m argument against the much disputed hypothesis of a racial homogeneity in abo-
S8l America, the same author (1927, p. 45) writes :

|, though the majority

ity of North American Indians have brown eyes and coarse,
ght, black hair, t

i$broy, here ate tribes. whose eyes ate hazel, grey, or even blue, and whose
+ %the 14 dirsl father than black, and is soft. and fine. Indeed,.lf we read over all the accounts
coverets and explorers we will find that, even in those days, the men who had

,' dkpir);tteravened among the Indians had accurately described these variations. Dampire,
clog, . hnatu.rahst, Ringrose, Esquemeling, and many others called particular attention
_ﬂhys&é tt skins and brown hair of many tribes and, in several places in their journals,
leon At the women arc ‘as fair as any woman of Spain’, or that their hair ‘is exceed-
h’. N 5 30d soft and of pleasing brown shade’. This proves that the light skins, brown
» 85V eves of some Indian tribes are not due to any admixture of Caucasian

. Atey

£ Wy for May be the origin of these Caucasian-like features, they had at least found

L' or Iearly America, or had developed locally, before the Spaniatds arrived. Already
304, Angelo Trevisan’s letter to the King and Queen of Spain was published,
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women enslaved, and the forced marriages that followed
introduced the Mongol blood in their veins. Thus when %
the land was again settled, after the cataclysm, it was by
races that knew nothing of the builders of the vast struc-
tures which lay all about. This is verified by the fact that
when Cortez invaded Yucatan, Bishop Landa, who ac-
companied him, asked the natives, “Who built the old
ruins?” The answer he received was, “The Toltecs.”
Toltec is a Maya word meaning “builder.” Therefore
their answer was “The builders.” But who the builders
were they knew not, as Landa has stated in his writings. It '
will be interesting to note here that the word Toltec means
not a race, but a builder. ;
In Mexico there is a very ancient Aztec tradition which
says that “the first settlers in Mexico were a white race.” “
The tradition continues, saying: “This white race was
conquered by a race with darker skins, and the darker:
skinned race drove the white race from the land. The:
white people then took their ships and sailed to a far-off .
land in the East, towards the rising sun, and there settled.” :
A prophecy accompanies the tradition, which is: “At
some future time this white race will return and claim’ ‘
and reconquer the land.”
Rider Haggard must have found this same tradition, (
for in Montezuma’s Daughter he says : - l
«Quetzal, or more properly, Quetzalcoatl, was the di- T
vinity who is fabled to have taught the natives of Anahuac : * {
l

all the useful arts, including those of government and pol-
icy. He was white-skinned and light-haired. Finally he
sailed from the shores of Anahuac for the fabulou®
country of Hapallan in a bark of serpent skins.”

The Guatemalan tradition about the blond-white rac%.
the first inhabitants of America, is without doubt

YUCATAN’S PLACE 273

clearest of all, because in Guatemala was Quetzal’s capi-
tal city. The Guatemalan tradition is as follows :

“When King Quetzalcoatl, with the very white race
was conquered by the invading darker race, he refused t(;
surrender, saying that he could not live in captivity ; he
could not survive. He then, with as many of his peopl’e as
his ships could carry, sailed to a far-off land in the direc-
tion of the rising sun. He reached, with his people, this
far-off land, and there settled. They prospered anc’i be-
came a great people.

“During the great battle many escaped and fled into
the forests and were never heard of again. The rest were
taken prisoners and enslaved by the conquerors.”

The Quetzal today is the national bird of Guatemala.
The name Quetzal was given to it in memory of their last
white king, Quetzalcoatl. This bird was selected because
likfe King Quetzal, it cannot be made to survive in cap-’
tivity.

The wonderful old sacred book of the Quichés, the Po-
pol Vuh, was written in Guatemala. ,

Tl'le_: Aztec tradition about the white race, like all Aztec
traditions, is very much garbled and filled in with priestly
fnyths.and inventions. I will point out a few prominent
nventions and additions. I say they are inventions and
deluons because they do not appear in any of the other,
w(;tz}(: aacthlc(a)atlitért;zd;ltlions. A-ll, wiFh this exception, agree

material points.
sor;l;iles: Aztec char.lges have been t.he cause of leading
N Ol our prominent arch®ologists away from the

%}ght and narrow path of truth and reason.

. OlilteAAthecs began.to drift into‘the Mexican Valley
g D 1090, but it was not until about the year A. D.
that they made an actual settlement in the valley.
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cuti, “ I understand that he passed by the strait (of Pana-
ma) into the other sea (back toward the East). 'This is
what is averred by the most ancient sages of the Inca line,
(por aguellos ingas antiquissimos).” We may well believe
he did; for the light of day, which is quenched in the
western ocean, passes back again, by the straits or in some
other way, and appears agamn the next morning, not in the
West, where we watched its dying rays, but in the East,
where again it is born to pursue its daily and ever recur-
ring journcy.

According to another, and also very early account, Vira-
cocha was preceded by a host of attendants, who were
his messengers and soldiers. When he reached the sea,
he and these his followers marched out upon the waves
as if it had been dry land, and disappeared in the West.X

These followers were, like himself, white and bearded.
Just as, in Mexico, the natives attributed the erection of
buildings, the history of which had been lost, to the white
Toltees, the subjects of Quetzalcoatl (see above, page 87),
so in Peru various ancient ruins, whose builders had been
lost to memory, were pointed out to the Spaniards as the
work of a white and bearded race who held the country
in possession long before the Incas had founded their

dynasty? The explanation in both cases is the same. In

Y Garela, Origen delos Indios, Lib. v, Cap. vIL

2 Speaking of certain * grandes y muy antiquissimos edificios’” on the
river Vinaque, Cieza de Leon savs: ** Preguntando 4 los Indios com-
arcanos quien hizo aquella antigualla, responden que otras gentes har-
badas y blancas como nosotros: los cuales, muchos tiempos antes
gue los Ingas reinasen, dicen que vinieron 4 estas partes y hicieron
alli su morada.”” La Crénica del Peru, cap. LXXXVI.
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both the early works of art of unknown origin were sup-
posed to be the productions of the personified light rays,
which are the source of skill, because they supply the
means indispensable to the aquisition of knowledge.

The versions of these myths which have been preserved
to us by Juan de Betanzos, and the docaments on which
the historian Herrera founded his narrative, are in the
main identical with that which I have quoted from the
narrative of Pachacuti. I shall, however, give that of
‘Herrera, as it has some interesting features.

He tells us that the traditions and songs which the
Indians had received from their remote ancestors related
that in very early times there was a period when there
was no sun, and men lived in darkness. At length, in
answer to their urgent prayers, the sun emerged from Liake
Titicaca, and soon afterwards there came a man from the
south, of fair complexion, large in stature, and of
venerable presence, whose power was boundless. He
removed mountains, filled up valleys, caused fountains to
burst from the solid rocks, and gave life to men
and animals. Hence the people called him the “ Begin-
ning of all Created Things,” and * Father of the
Sun.” Many good “works he performed, bringing order
among the people, giving them wise counsel, working
miracles and teaching. He went on his journey toward
the north, but until the latest times they bore his deeds
and person in memory, under the names of Tiei Vira-
cocha and Tuapaca, and elsewhere as Arnava. They
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8 CIVILIZATION OF THE JINCAS.

these numerous settlements by means of the great roads
which traversed the mountain-passes and opened an
easy communication between the capital and the re-
motest extremities of the empire.

The source of this civilization is traced to the valley
of Cuzco, the central region of Peru, as its name im-
plies.” The origin of the Peruvian empire, like the
origin of all nations, except the very few which, like
our own, have had the good fortune to date from a
civilized period and people, is lost in the mists of fable,
which, in fact, have settled as darkly round its history
as round that of any nation, ancient or modern, in the
Old World. According to the tradition most familiar
to the European scholar, the time was when the ancient
races of the continent were all plunged in deplorable
barbarism ; when they worshipped nearly every object
in nature indiscriminately, made war their pastime,
and feasted on the flesh of their slaughtered captives.
The Sun, the great luminary and parent of mankind,
taking compassion on their degraded condition, sent
two of his children, Manco Capac and Mama OQello
Huaco, to gather the natives into communities and
teach them the arts of civilized life. The celestial
pair, brother and sister, husband and wife, advanced
along the high plains in the neighborhood of Lake
Titicaca to about the sixteenth degree south. They
bore with them a golden wedge, and were directed to
take up their residence on the spot where the sacred
emblem should without effort sink into the ground.
They proceeded accordingly but a short distance, as

7 “Cuszco, in the language of the Incas,” says Garcilasso, * signifies
navel.” Com. Real., Parte 1, lib, 1, cap. 18.

SOURCES OF PERUVIAN CIVILIZATION. 9

far as the valley of Cuzco, the spot indicated by the
performance of the miracle, since there the wedge
speedily sank into the earth and disappeared forever.
Here the children of the Sun established their resi-
dence, and soon entered upon their beneficent mission
among the rude inhabitants of the country; Manco
Capac teaching the men the arts of agriculture, and
Mama Oello ® initiating her own sex in the mysteries
of weaving and spinning. The simple people lent a
willing ear to the messengers of Heaven, and, gathering
together in considerable numbers, laid the foundations
of the city of Cuzco. The same wise and benevolent
maxims which regulated the conduct of the first Incas?
descended to their successors, and under their mild
sceptre a community gradually extended itself along
the broad surface of the table-land, which asserted its

8 Mama, with the Peruvians, signified ‘ mother.” (Garcilasso, Com,
Real., Parte 1, lib. 4, cap. 1.) The identity of this term with that
used by Europeans is a curious coincidence. It is scarcely more so,
however, than that of the corresponding word papa, which with the
ancient Mexicans denoted a priest of high rank ; reminding us of the
fapa, ' pope,”’ of the Ttalians. With both, the term seems to embrace
in its most comprehensive sense the paternal relation, in which it is
more familiarly employed by most of the nations of Europe. Nor was
the use of it limited to modern times, being applied in the same way
both by Greeks and Romans; * Ildnwa ¢ide,”” says Nausikaa, address-
ing her father, in the simple language which the modern versifiers have
thought too simple to render literally.

9 Inca signified Zing or Jord. Capac meant great or powerful. 1t
was applied to several of the successors of Manco, in the same man-
ner as the epithet Yupangui, signifying »ick in all virtues, was added
to the names of several Incas, (Cieza de Leon, Cronica, cap. 41.—
Garcilasso, Com. Real,, Parte 1, lib. 2, cap. 17.) 'The good qualities
commemorated by the cognomens of most of the Peruvian princes
afford an honorable, though not altogether unsuspicious, tribute to
the excellence of their characters.

A%
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lived among their ancestors; it is described by the carly European dise

Iy bearded “white” men among the aborigines, jokingly referred to a5 ey
‘a countryman®’; and it is occasionally embodied in the fait #ru-keby Strajy
ted islands.

prehistoric voyagers actually set out from the coast of Tiahuanacoid Per,
rably have been seen and memorized by the local aborigines in the mids;
lwelt. On these premises, the contents of the eatliest Inca memories yy,

\ new inspection, even though, on account of their scemingly fantagy,
e been neglected in most serious studies of Peru.

red years ago, the Colla Indians of the Titicaca plateau had preseryeq
ated with the erection of the colossal stone constructions on the plajng
iticaca. In 1863, Bollaert wrote in his paper on “The pre-Incarial Ruins of
p. 235): “There are vague traditions that Tia Huanaco was built by white
.n.” Describing the same ancient ruins, Inwards (1884, p. 32) states with

«_ .. at the arrival of the Spaniatds the natives attributed the construction

ce of white and beatded men who inhabited the ridge of the Cordilleras
foundation of the empire of the Incas.”
\e International Congress of Americanists, Gonzles de la Rosa brought
stion (p. 411): “Another problem which presents itself is that of the race
t Tiahuanaco. Were its inhabitants Quechuas, Aymaras, or something else?
note than on any other, the greatest obscurity remains. ... the tradition,
discrimination, says that there lived on the islands [of Lake Titicaca] a race
ite and with beard—which is the same as in Tiahuanaco—but which cannot
hough it seems to differ from the present race, and of which one can hardly
as literally white.”
ginal Quechua and Colla traditions gradually petered out about the turn
ary, Buropean visitors to the ruins obtained local information only fmfn
the surrounding natives had nothing else to add. European interest 10
been reduced to former native beliefs decreased accordingly. One may ‘f’eﬂ
he disappearance of the last native accounts orally inherited from the time
nesses, Tiahuanaco’s last meagre thread of spitital survival terminatet
1e archacology. To us in our day Tiahuanaco is reduced to 2 convenient
- a wellknown art-style— truly impressive and famous monuments ovet 8o
t. ) {
irst generations after the Conquest, however, the myths and traditions ©
re-Incas were still alive in Peru, 2nd when the famous historian Prescott
the early Spanish documents and manuscripts in the archives of the Ro
story at Madrid, he came to the following conclusion concerning the eatf
47, Vol. I, p. 9):
f the bearded white men finds its place in most of their legends.” .
Another legend speaks of certain white and bearded men, who, advad de
. of Lake Titicaca, established an ascendancy over the natives, and imp

)Heﬁlso
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the great plateau from the east on a like benevolent mission to the natives. The analogy
- pore remarkable, as there is no trace of any communication with, or even knowledge
s . .
[  each other to be found in the two nations.”
ob

Cieza’s account of “white and bearded men’ ct Titicaca

written by a local eye-witness in the years immediately following the Conquest, the
| early records of the noted Spanish chronicler Cieza de Leon (1553-—60) are naturally more
jmportant than most subsequent narratives. Cieza was one of the earliest Europeans to
«isit the ruins of Tiahuanaco on the Titicaca plateau and to collect prehistoric traditions
;mong local natives, who had only known Europeans for a few short years. In his chro-
| gicle of Peru (First Part, p. 327) Cicza includes a chapter “On the Tiahuanaco Village and
Great and Ancient Buildings Seen there”, which represents the first recorded description
of this site. He says:

«I asked the natives, in the presence of Juan Vargas who is the one holding authority
over them, if these buildings had been constructed in the time of the Incas. They laughed
| at this question, affirming what has been already stated, that they had been made long

before they ruled, but that they could not state or affirm who made them, but that they had
| heard from their forbears that what is scen now was made in one night. For this reason,
and also because they say they have seen bearded men on the island of Titicaca and that the
building of Vinaque had been constructed by similar men, I say that perhaps it may be that
before the Incas reigned there may have been some people of intelligence in these realms,
come from some parts not known, who had done these things, and they being few in nura-
berand the natives many they might have been killed in wars.”

Cieza’s allusion to the “bearded men” of pre-Incaic Titicaca and Vinaque is a direct
teference to his own narrative in a previous chapter. (/bid., p. 314.) There he stated that
several Colla Indians had informed him how, at the remote time of the great chiefs Zapana
and Cari, who ruled before the establishment of the eatly Inca dynasty, “white and bearded
men” had been massacred on the largest island in Lake Titicaca. Cieza returns to the same
Pre-Inca people in his Second Part (Chap. IV), saying: “They also tell what I have written
I the First Part, that, on the island of Titicaca, in the past centuries, there was a bearded
,ID)ZOPIC whi'tc like us, and that a chief by the name of Cari came from the valley of Coquim-
Set=t1;nustcrmg whete Chucuito is .at prese'nt, fFom where, after having made some new
oy hrincnfs, he passed over to the island with his men, and waged such war on the people

¢h I speak that he killed them all.”,
[ :’\b.out three hundred and fifty years after Cieza received this traditional information,
rr'yl(s) to say ab‘our fourteen natin: gene‘rations l.a‘ter, Pandeli?r (1910, p. 294) .went to
. Fraut excavations among tl.le ancient ruins on Titicaca Isl?md in the lake near Tiahuana-
iy, gments of the prehistoric tradition were apparently still alive among the aborigines,
| “"\-\S Was enlighted by an ‘old native wizard’” concerning the earliest days on the island:
o *‘:‘fS?fy ancient times,” said he ‘the Island was inhabited by gentlemen (caballeros) similar
ca € ¥xacochas’ (name given to whites by the Indians to-day). Whence these ‘gentlemen’

\Ca

ssings of civilization. It may remind us of the tradition existing among | by ¢ knew not.” Bandelier’s native informant knew that, according to tradition, the

ct to Quetzalcoatl, the good deity, who with a similar garb and aspect “ g

Caballeros had intercourse with the local native women, and their children “became
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the Inga-Ré (Incas), and they drove out the gentlemen and held the Island thereafter”
Whither the expelled caballeros or viracochas retreated, the local islanders could not tell |

Bandelier adds that: “The ‘Viracochas® here mentioned recall the ‘white and bearded men’
of Cieza.”t N

Garcilasso and other early historians will later show us how the distant family of the Ina,
dwelling three hundred miles to the north, pointed out that their progenitors, the first
Incas, emerged from this very island in Titicaca to make their way northwards to Cuzco
and establish their sovereignity over the Peruvian peoples. Vatious other eatly chroniclers
will tell us how the natives in wide parts of Peru had the inherited belief that this san
island had been the chosen home of a group of fair-skinned people with beards, who had
been very active spreaders of culture before the Incas came to power. Generally we leam
that some such “white”” men left Titicaca Island for the neighbouring Tiahuanaco, movisg
down subscquently from the highlands to the Pacific coast; but we sometimes learn of the
defeat or murder of similar men who still remained on Titicaca Island. Bandclier (bid,
p. 327) cites Ramos, who also spoke of “a mysterious white man called Tunupa and Tadpac”
whom the eatly Indians remembeted having killed on Titicaca Island. In other local di-
lects this legendary “white man” is referred to as Tonapa and Tarapaca, and also as Tupaca

The “white and bearded men” near Ayacucho

During my visit to Peru in 1947, I was informed by Dr. Luis Valcircel of the Museo :
Nacional in Lima, that the tribes near Ayacucho, in the cordilleras between Lima and
Cuzco, had until recent years upheld the same tradition from the time of Ciezz: that thelo-
cal and pre-Incaic Vinaque ruins had once been built by a race of men “white like Euro-
peans”, who had lived among their ancestors in the dim past of Inca history. Cieza (1553~ 4
6o, Chap. LXXXVI) gave the same account of these particular ruins some four hundrd
years ago, when he arrived in Peru in the decades of the Conquest. Speaking of these “great '
and very ancient buildings” on the tiver Vinaque, he says: “When I questioned the neigh )
bouring Indians as to who had made that monument of antiquity, they answered thatt
was another people who had been bearded and white like ourselves, who they say, camet
these parts a long time before the Incas reigned, and made their residence there.” '

The Viracocha-people

Karsten (1938, p. 194) cites the ancient writings of Huaman Poma Ayala concerning the
traditions of the former inhabitants of Peru. Huaman Poma was a native Peruvian wh
was himself instructed by the trained Inca historians, the socalled quipucamayocs, concei -
ing the earliest Inca knowledge. From him we learn that “the first race of man that dwel
in Peru” was called uari viracocharuna. The suffix runa is merely the Quechua (Inca) wotd
for “people”, and we recognize thus in this name the word viracocha, which s, as cited *

b

from Bandelier, the Quechua term for all past and present peoples with “white” or ve

1 Bandelier (Jbid., p. 66) shows that the Indians of Titicaca Island possibly were forced, by the pressure of officd !/
Spanish measures, to move over to the mainland for a few years at the close of the sixtcenth century, but they soo1

moved back again. He adds: ““...but there seem not to have been any white settlers on it until the eightecnth

century, or perhaps later.”

v
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izibal histories. We need n
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evidence than tradition.
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cocha, under any and all his
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Tt is noteworthy that according tothe legend, Viracocha created man in his cult sit
Tiahuanaco at a time when a more piinitive local population already existed in Peru ; but,
according to the same legend, this former people were said to have lived in darkness y
ignotance. It is apparent that the account of Con Tici Viracocha and his disciples maki
man by carving and moving statuesis either a version evolved by the subsequent
to account for the images in the cultentre at Tiahuanaco—where they are still to be sﬁ
(see Frontispiece, Plates XLI, XLV, IL, LII)—or, what is even more probable, tlﬂt
the Tiahuanaco statues were actually built by a priest-king or hierarchy for a magjey
putpose, to imptess the contemporanous aborigines with their own supernatural poweg
and activities. The latter explanationstems the nearest to hand and most logical. A

When Con Tici Viracocha’s sculptuing at Tiahuanaco was finished, he is said, Betanzo
tells us, to have ordered his own original followers (the viracochas who had originally a.
companied him to Tiahuanaco and vhose number was not remembeted) all to go away |
except two, who were to remain withhim. He first told his departing viracochas that they !
were to observe the Tiahuanaco stonestatues and the names he gave to each kind. Pointing ,
to the statues he said: “These shouldbe called so and so and should appeat from such-angd-
such spring in this or that district and should inhabit it and multiply there; and these
others should appear in such-and-such cave and should be termed so-and-so and settle
there and there; and such as I havepictured them and made them in stone they should
appear alive from the springs and tirers, caves and mountains in the provinces whichI
have told you; and afterwards you should all go in that direction—whereby he pointed
to the direction where the sun risss—and spread them out separately, showing them the
road each of them is to take.”

In his next chapter, Betanzos natmtes: “As stated the huiracochas set out and walked
through the districts which Viracocha had pointed out, and wherever they went they
called, in the district where they vere, for the people whom Viracocha in Tiahuanac
had pointed out on the stone statues that were to appeat in that place. This was done by
each and one of the viracochas by stnding in the neighbouthood of the place where be
was told that the people should apper, and there the viracocha called out: —So aﬂd'sof
come forth and people this earth which is waste, because that is the order of Con Tic?
Viracocha, he who created the carth!—And as they called on the people in this mannet
these appeared in the districts and places told by Viracocha. And it is said that icy
proceeded in this manner, calling and bringing forth people from caves, rivers, spt
and the high mountains, as said in theprevious chapter, and that they peopled the CO‘}nﬂy
in the direction where the sun rises. And when Con Ticci Viracocha had accomp id
this and in the manner already stated, even the two who remained in Tiahuanaco are
to have been sent out by him to call and bring forth people in the said manner; where?: ]
he separated them as follows: He sentthe one to the province Condesuyu [:Cunﬂs“’f“’
that is to the left when one is standingin Tiahuanaco with the back towards the sud™
that he in the same manner as the others should call forth the native Indians in the PIX’”
ince of Condesuyu; correspondingly he sent the other to the province Andesuyu E:&
tisuyu], which lies to the right if one as said above, turns the back towards the s¥
And after these two had been sent out, it is said that he himself also started out alooé
road leading to Cuzco, which lies between the two provinces, and he proceeded alo
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ain road, which leads over the mounins to Caxamalca [=Cajamarca]; along this road
he walked and ca'lled and brought forthjeople in the said manner. He arrived at a provina1
ailed Cacha which belongs to the Cans-Indians and lies 18 leguas from Cuzco, and n
his arca he called ‘forth the Canas-Indins. When these appeared, they were arxr;ed arig
when they saw Viracocha and did not recognize him, it is said that they came 2 ’ain
pim in 4 crowd to kill him, and when hesaw them coming and realized why, he causegd ﬁ:t
1o fall from t}}e skies and begin burninga hill near the place where the Indians were An§
«hen the Indians saw the fire and werraid to be burnt up, they dropped their We;;. on
und ran forth to Viracocha, throwingthemselves on the ground before him, Whefr)l hS
saw this, he _took a staff in his hands ad went forth to the fire and gave it some blo .
with the staff until the fire was put out. When this was all over he spoke to the Indians ar:;
told them he was their creator. On thesiot where he had placed himself to let the fire fall
from the skies and from where it would have spread to destroy the Canas-Indians, these
bt_lilt later a m.arvellous baaca, in wichtley and their descendants offered great qua’ntities
of gold and silver and where was raised a statue carved from a great stone almost five
varas (about 12 ft) tall and 1 14 varas bioad or a little less. This t?ley did in memory of
Yiracocha and _What had happened a this place; they say that they have carried it on
from that past time until this day.” ’
tirr\l)xefeosfht;ﬁlC létg; (s;lee Sttha; I;cgni hs::t;;osfp\iﬁioz?: in the huaca at Cacha was still intact at the
) coverers found that the large stone image

( “represented a man of good stature, wiha long beard measuring more than a palmo...”

> . . hC tem lea (l atue w [ t
(}al Ia 0] @] Q ] as later dellbetatel dCStIO ed b tlle

The Viracocha-people unite in thenorth to start “walking” into the Pacific

B . . .
nortehfme Betanzos f.oHows Viracocha anhis final march along the ancient mountain road
umt\gf’:lﬁds from Tiahuanaco, he says it he had himself visited the said temple and the
i bvlt hock, where the account of Vinncha’s journey through this district had been told
“eighk;ou e eldgsfl and most important of the Indians whom he had summoned from the
X ting village. g inci “vi ’ '
ftthey eg: ge. Betanzos then folows the principal of the “viracochas” on his

To r
. R ,
tarn to our narrative, it is sil that he, having accomplished this wonder in

-ach . . .

"plaié C\S}?jtéiuizdnhls rozf ga;rymbg out his activities as befpre said, and as he arrived in

Moceede up on toowhc'ahe ambo delrcos, and which lies six leagus from Cuzco, he

Mereq g 0 to a high mountain agd at down on the summit, where he is said to have
€ native Indians who now livethere to appear from the mountain side. And be-

facocha sat there, a rich and marellous uacz was erected on this spot, in which—

Ce Vi . . .
F 0] d r:;gcia had Seateq himself in thispl.ace—those who built this Axaca placed a bench
x rese’ the statue which represented Viracocha was set on this bench; the gold statue

Nted < .
in Cuzcged sixteen or eighteen thousand pesos at the division made between the Spaniards
iy Whén they‘ had' captured thecity. And from there Viracocha went on and
g > While making his people as drady described, until he arrived in Cuzco. Upon

ary . .
Val there he is said to have madea chief whom he called Alcaviza, and he also
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ive or six folios came into the possession of Nufiez de la Ve

ga; Bl ‘

1690. Brinton says: :
rero-myths have given occasion for wilder speculation than that of v,
lefinitely remote epoch, Votan came from the far East. He Was sent N A
«d assign to the different races of men the earth on which they dwe
own language. The land whence he came was vaguely calleq Halum 4
an. His message was especially to the Tzendals. Previous to hig artivel
barbarous, and without fixed habitations. He collected them into v ¥
yw to cultivate the maize and cotton, and invented the hieroglyphi 3
tned to carve on the walls of their temples. It is even said that he 48
7 in them. He instructed civil laws for their government, and imps ¥
er ceremonials of religious worship. For this reason he was alsqf
Sacred Drum’, the instrument with which they summoned the vd
nces. They especially remembered him as the inventor of their cold
)d third in the week of twenty days, and was the first Dominjcg
hich they counted their year, corresponding to the Kan of the Ma

: was spoken of as the founder of Palenque, Nachan, Huehuetlan—
lace the origin of which had been forgotten. .. #
ight with him, according to one statement, or, according to anoth
his native land by, certain attendants or subordinates, called in ¢
ted, from the long and flowing robes they wore. These aided himj
tion. On four occasions he returned to his former home, dividing thi
as about to leave, into four districts, over which he placed these att

t the time came for his final departure, he did not pass through th
st all mortals, but he penetrated through a cave into the under-es#
to ‘the root of heaven’. With this mysterious expression, the nati¥
nt of him.”
., P. 215): “According to an unpublished work by Fuentas, Votan

pr

e it |

s, the common ancestors of the southwestern branches of the Mays
of this popular hero are too exactly similar to those of the other 4

f Vol
f n

yth, for them to leave any doubt as to what we are to make O
em, he and his long-robed attendants are personifications O
.7 (Sic!)

Condoy, culture-bringer to the Zoques

t the lofty plateaux and sierras of Chiapas, Votan went nel"il:'
ot west like the sun, but disappeared mystetiously through A
h”. Yet we do not have to climb further down than to the 10%

ng the Zoques (Zbid., p. 218) before he reappeats: ping
s, whose mythology we unfortunately know little or 10 . !
dals, and were in constant intercourse with them. We hﬂVe.bl‘:
logy of these tribes; but they preserved some legends ..« pi
f the belief, so general among their neighbors, of a ben! il




PEOPLE OF THE
SERPENT

Life and Adventure Among the Mayas

*Al5043 5242848
S N L NP N N g L W Wl Wl N

By EDWARD HERBERT THOMPSON

CAPRICORN BOOKS
New York



P——

74 PEOPLE OF THE SERPENT

Women rushed wildly about, covering the wells to
prevent pollution, and the air was filled Wlth‘an
acrid odor, while the droppings borne by the wind
fell from the sky like a thick shower of mustard seed.
The coco palms, moved softly by the afternoon
breezes and slowly waving their long green leaves,
were bent almost to breaking by the VYelght of the
locusts, while the whole air vibrated with a strange
hissing sound and pieces of cut leaves fluttered to the

ound. .

r[;15 Pedro leaned on his gun, hea.wy-hdded and
sullen, his wife Juana came up, the wild grace of her
form emphasized rather than hidden by the native
dress, and her dark hair covered under her blue
reboso. Her beautiful eyes grew troubled as she saw
the despair of Pedro, and, placing her cl'asped hands
on his shoulder, she looked up into h}s face with
loving sympathy. Before her glance his sullenness

ed away. .
mélfifter all?’ he said, “the sun still shines and things

will grow again.’

‘Y

CHAPTER IX
LANDING OF THE CHANES

In THE legends and folklore of a race the history of
the race is written if we could but read it. It is true
that the grain of fact is generally hidden beneath a
wealth of imaginative chaff, but it is there never-
theless. During my long career in Yucatan I was
fortunately able to prove the truth of certain tales
that had passed as legendary for generations and I
will touch upon these matters later. But back of
tales such as these are many ancient Maya traditions,
none the less fascinating because they are as yet
incapable of proof, and obviously containing the
elements of history. Among these ancient legends
none is more alluring to the student, nor more
baffling, than that which concerns the landing of the
Chanes.

In a previous chapter I referred to the fact that
the Mayas had their Plymouth Rock as had the
Puritans who followed them to the continent of
America many centuries later. That is, the legends
of the primitive races of Yucatan and of portions of
Mexico tell of the coming in ships of a fair-skinned
race of men who became the rulers and the leaders
of the dark-skinned aborigines. To explain this
occurrence as the arrival of some of the survivors of
the catastrophe in which the storied ‘Lost Atlantis’
disappeared is unsatisfactory to the scientific mind,
and this is putting the matter mildly. The Atlantis
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Who were these fair-skinned people, tall of
stature and strangely clad, sailing through unknown
seas to an unknown land? The answer to this ques-
tion has been lost in the passing of the ages and the
destruction of the ancient records, and now we know
only that they came and that until after the arrival
of the Spaniards, the place where they landed was
known as Tamoanchan, which means, in the native
language, the place where the People of the Serpent
landed. It is near Tuxpan in the Tampico district.

The dark-skinned race took the light-skinned
people to be their guides and teachers and all went
well with them. Under the sage counsels and wise
teachings of the Chanes, the indigenous race was
raised from an almost brutish, savage condition to
the status of thinking, reasoning people.

In the passing of time — and much time must have
passed to have brought all this about — these wise
men, the People of the Serpent, separated, probably
in the furtherance of a concerted plan. Some went
north and some went south, each with a band of
dark-skinned followers. Those who went north were
known among the Chichimecas and even more
northerly peoples, the savage tribes among whom
they worked and taught and whom they left en-
lightened, as Twltecas — “teachers’ or “builders.’

) Those who went south, the traditions tell, forded
rivers, lived under the shadows of great forests, and
In cave darknesses suffered all things that man may
suffer and live. Ever they moved onward, teaching
and uplifting into the light the savage peoples among
whom they tarried when they met them. They con-
quered, not by force and strange weapons, but by
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binding the primitive peoples to them by force of
their power and wisdom. Among these races they
were known as Ulmecas — the Rubber People. It
is known that they used rubber extensively and this
is probably the derivation of the name. The lead-
ers of the Ulmecas were ever known as Chanes, or,
among the Mayas, as Canod— Serpents’ Wise Men —
or Ak Tzai — People of the Rattlesnake.

It is impossible from any sources as yet available
to reconstruct the details of that pilgrimage of the
Ulmecas, drawn out over no man knows how long a
span of time, but at last they came to a favored site
by two great wells. There they rested finally and
there they built Chichen Itzd — the City of the
Sacred Well.

Meanwhile a roving branch of the Tultecas, lost
brothers of the Ulmecas, had turned southward and
gone first to the ancient parting-place of the two
groups of the Chanes. Through the slow-growing
centuries they had become near kin in manners,
thoughts, and language to the peoples they had
neighbored in the north. They drifted along the
ancient trail of the Ulmecas, down to the capital of
the Ulmeca Mayas, Chichen Itzd. This was the
so-called Toltec invasion, which occurred but a few
centuries before the coming of the Spaniards and
when all the races of the region were merged into one
people under the name of Maya.

Thus, in barest outline, with many breaks and
dubious places, runs the history of this ancient
race of Chanes — People of the Serpent — and the
peoples they led from darkness into light, from the
landing at Tamoancha® down to the Conquest.
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God-directed. The temples were built gleaming sun-
ward and the palaces were silver in the sunlight,
Food was plenty, fish from the sea, game from the
forest, fruits and grain from the soil, and fowl from
the air above.

Men died from many causes, stricken by fell dis-
eases, or killed in battle with the tattooed wild men
who came in canoes from the Quter Seas, but none
died of hunger. The land was thickly peopled and as
the katuns came and went, Ziyancaan grew in power
and numbers until the towns and smaller places were
like one great garden.

But then among the people, the rulers and the
chief men of the nation came a strange unrest, like
Chikin Ik, the Tempest Breeder, the dread East
Wind, mild itself, yet breeding danger. Alarmed,
they consulted Ah Kin Chan, the aged High Priest,
deeply learned in ancient lore and present wisdom.

‘In ancient times,” said Ah Kin Chan, ‘my fathers,
the Chanes of Nonoual, the People of the Serpent,
found the dark-skinned savage Mayas living in damp
caves and forests, eating roots and crawling things,
more like beasts than men. Then my fathers, the
light-skinned Wise Men, took the dark forest people
and bound them with fetters of fear and love, raised
them to the light of day. Ever the Chanes, the wise
men of Nonoual, led the Mayas in their great ad-
vances.

‘I, too, am a Chan of Nonoual, but we are now few
among the dark-skinned Mayas. I too, feel within
me rising the spirit of my ancient race. I, too, seek
to lead my people and found a mighty city. Away
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peyond the wooded hills, the roaming hunters tell,
lies a land of level forests, fruitful fields and roc.ky
plains, with few swamps to chill us till we burn with
fever or shake with pain. There the rivers flow deep-
puried and in their places are mighty wells. There I
go to build a city that shall be the Sacred City of my
people, the People of the Serpent. Let those who
will put on their sandals and go with me.’

In the years that they governed the province of Ziyan-
caan they discovered Chichen Itzd. For one hundred and
twenty years they reigned in Chichen Itzd.
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