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Abrahamic Writings & Mummies in D.H.C.

Chandler in Kirtland - Egyptian mummies

On the 3rd of July, Michael H. Chandler came to Klr%% to exh1b1t
gome Egyptian mummies. There were four human figures together with
some two or more rolls of papyrus covered w1th hieroglyphic figures and
devices. As Mr. Chandler had been told I could translate them, he — Ju{\‘J
brought me some of the characters, and I gave him the interpretation,
and like a gentlemani/he gave me the following certificate: wﬁnéy )
Kirtland, July 6, 1835.

This is to make known to all who may be desirous, concerning the
knowledge of Mr. Joseph Smith,'Jun., in deciphering the ancient
Kgyptian hieroglyphic characters in my‘possessidh, which I have, in
many eminent cities, showed to the most learned; and, from the information

that I could ever learn, or meet with, I find that of Mr. Joseph Smith,

Jun., to correspond in the most minute maﬁ}er. !
. N
Michael“Chandler,
Traveling with, and proprietor of,
E tian Mummies. {0
EyP y o qL,/ £, ( V
D.H.C. II:235 ‘ clo 7
- (ol e P ’\7‘) (

Tranulation — Abraham/Joseph U
L, i
PRI 4 4@,4;V
Soon after this, some of the Saints at Kirtland purchased the mummies

and papyrus, a description of which will appear hereafter, and with W.W.
Phelps and Olifér Cowdery as scribes, I commenced the translation of some
of the characters of hieroglyphics, and much to our joy found that one

of the rolls contained the writings of Abraham, another the writings of
Joseph of Egypt, etc.,——a more full account of which will appear in its
place, as I proceed to examine or unfold them. Trgly we can say, the
Lord is beginning to reveal the abundance of peace and truth.

(D.H.C. II:235-236)
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Alphabet
The remainder of this month, I was continually engaged in translating

an alphabet to the Book of Abraham, and arranging a grammar of the
Egyptian language as practiced by the ancients.
(D.H.C. I1:238; July 1835)

B P 597

Egyptlan Alphabet K« cioged od hepe el
/r - October 1 - Tlc 3 ~f+ labored on the Egypt:ian(_r[i]:psl'lalja‘;i;:,,vk in Ay&mi"‘ﬁ‘w“k ‘
| "';', compan w1th B-F.e-th-ers Oliver Cowdery and W. W. Phelps, a-n,d»aéiztnrg—'gre W 6e unt £of Bad
1 y A

] research, the prlne—lpies ~orf--a9 tFONOMY--a6~ mdmgggggg Abraham

‘ eae0f whiclt
will.-appear-hereafter.. ﬁ(\ . X P 10F
(D.H.C. I1:2863 October 1, 1835) ~ ;.

xhibited ancient recordsH,MJWz Qo b ywt«f ot
/ * hAS opItd
In the afternoon }Zwaited on most—ef the Twelve,\ at my house, -and-
IN i gres remee nd A -ﬂ.g,,sa,m-l,

exhibited to them the ancient recordsR and gave explanations,\ This day l\e J(f-w““"w
passed off with the blessing of the Lord.
(D.H.C. II:287; October 3, 1835)

oo g - T oc

..This afternoon¥ re-commenced translating the ancient records.

(D.H.C. II:289; Oct. 7, 1835)

56(\07—9 o
Lxhlhited records ﬁe Anthulsz" % Y

Monday, 19-—7\At homex  Exhibited the records of antiquity to a number)/ [pe S oR

;, Re-commenced Translating

who called to see them.
(D.H.C. II:290; Oct. 19, 1835)
o 7

o M AF = puo Y
(A )
showed Egyptian Records his Lad op o A’( -

Saturday, 24.--Mr. Goodrich and g called to see the ancient

v o ond prite A

et
iEgyptl&mﬁ &ecords, and also EMrederlck G. Williams to see the fummies.

allhg sl
Brothers Hawkes and Carpenter, from Michigan f,ua_-s\ieed-us-and tarried L,m—-{l,d {‘HVV‘\

A over night. ‘*{’L\L <abb ad 'N .
g (D.H.C. II:291; Oct 24 1835)

‘M%&\ (!
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.n Parrish becomes Scribe
Warren ©a Leqar $o uﬁf{ﬁ,{l( wan
Thursday, 29--Brother Warren Parrish codﬁensed~wr1£iﬁg—fer”me, at

L Rl

fifteen dollars per month. I*paid—ﬁ%ﬂ;eixteen dollars advance. out of
Ku«ws}) by fhe fw«u‘"g e Mmmetcestore A jﬁa Twox:ﬂo‘
the cemmitteels storek Father and Mother Smith v151tedﬂ?s While we

sat writing Bishop Partridge passed our window, just returned from the
Eastesso

While at the doctor's, Bishop Edward Partridge came in in company
with President Phelps. I was much rejoiced to see him. We—examined-the

mummies, returned home, and ~my- scribe commenced writing in A;ﬁaournal

/a/h{story of «g?life, ﬁé%

- \ ‘ (D.H.C. II:Oct. 29, 1835)

%L Pl('(/ (

Saturday, l4--Thus came the word of the Lord unto me, saying:

"Ancient Records'" A revelation to Warren Parrish

ReyeLation to-NorramParrTeh-

Verily thus saith the Lord unto my servant Joseph, concerning my
servant Warren Parrish. Behold his sins are forgiven him, because of
his desires to do the works of righteousness. Therefore, inasmuch as
he will continue to hearken unto my voice, he shall be blessed with
wisdom, and with a sound mind, even above his fellows. Behold, it shall
come to pass in his day, that he shall see;great things show forth them-

selves upto my people; he shall see much of m oy ancient records, and

R g T

shall know of hidden things, and shall be endowed with a knowledge of

hidden languages; and if he desire and shall seek it at my handg, he

shall be privileged with writing much of f my word, as a_ scrlbe unto me

for the benefit of my people, therefore this shall be his calllng untll
P e o

I shall order it otherwise in my wisdom, and it shall be said of hlm in
time to come, Behold Warren, the Lord's scribe for the Lord's §eer,
whom He hath appointed in Isrgel. Therefore, if he will keep my com-
mandments, he shall be lifted up at the last day. Even so. Amen.
(D.H.C. II:311-312; Nov., 14, 1835)

PANINE
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Alphabet of the Ancient Records A
N !Pv‘m
Tuesday 17, 7:Exh1b1ted the alphabet of the ancien records, to Mr.

Holmes, and some others Nént with him to:freﬁzirk G Williams', to

see the mummies.

(D.H.C. ITI:316; Nov. 17, 1835)
- le

Jranslating Egyptian Records E AN

e Thursday, 19--.....I returned home and spent the day in translating
The, PO e md i @nl Lo s Ak ELF T

the Egyptian records.
g | (D.H.C. II:318; Nov. 19, 1835)

5
k2 © '°°
iihowed the records ¢¥( .
[Tag

Monday, 23.--Several brethren called to converse with ma, and see the

( f records.
(D.H.C. II:319; Nov. 23, 1835)

froBe =T
Jranslated some of the Egyptian Records
Tuesday, 24.-— In the afternoon e translated some of the Egpptian
records. Lt e Us @ kipts -
(D.H.C. I1:320; Nov. 24, 1835)

A ( pisS
Translating Hé
“b Wednesday, 25. WKSpent the day in translating.
W
R (D.H.C. II:320; Nov. 25, 1835)
D €¥\ '@>'1‘3<?

rranslating Egyptian characters from the Papyrus
- . Tonsoue .

Thursday, 26,-1§pgnt the day in translating ‘Egyptian characters from
the papyrus, though-severity—efflicted-with-a-eold.-Robert-Rathbone—and-
George Mafé?“arrivedméremmZion
oL [, oA Huo Finme @ (D.H.C. II:320-21; Nov. 26, 1835)

sﬁuo* .
Lalrourany wabh a e 0Ot ot
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. / -
(f plessing Given to Warren Parrish wdlﬁpwuﬂ ran e Q’é{?gdx’ﬂ €L %’7

F X Friday, 27.--....Brother Parrish :Lt)';oscribe being afflieted with-a
A (‘,UMM hﬁ° '~/M‘“&ér ’*0?/'&3
{ -\ ~cold, asked-me to lay my l;and n him in the name of the Lord. did
¢lden el o~ .f(cud Jareta vt i <

) so, and in return i : . WHWe—were-both
| relieved. Thin/ ¢ . frvw-«a L Kurdhiniase w oo W«tﬁaw&qmucwwﬁ]
a/w»mw\ Uppers \o@*ﬂﬂ (D.H.C. II:321; Nov. 27, 1835)

vum»« ;‘MA }w S 0 S @i,w:.bwwéw ot M A &(64(](/./7:]“ W(‘mvw W

J&M\ /H /
‘,bhowed EgyptianURecords BRI e fewn, tatfo rowo ca,u.u,Q o sec 3¢

t lﬁ - Monday, 30.--...4,Henry Capron, Ban old acquaintance from Manchester
TN \ = ’ ’L A resenk A - 7}
L New York, called—ea-me. showed him the -E«gyman recordsj amd gy PW
o) (D.H.C. II:322; Nov. 30, 1835) O Ain
Y g
'\' A( F 13 N
N Records - EXhibit?d and explalnedc o4 Pren. Sepurdle s
{ -."‘Lf"’ Man:é%—— T eve 1ng aer of brethren calledAto see the acewsh—
,: rocords, vhi e PUETET, D e quatin pisssel Lol
—Hapin (D.H.C. I1:326; Dec.®#, 1835)

R —— pec TR
Records™ (Egyptlan) g,m o s ”Mmm»{ M

VT e e

S—Thisg-meratng a number of brethren calledhsee the/trecords,
he amdl £ ¥ p i A
N (Egyptian) which ¥ exhlblted'\to “their satisfaction.
T — (D.H.C. 1II:327-28; Dec. ;. 1835)
Lgyptian Records ALUO‘W"( Ha frof il wAs] te ﬂ"L

Saturday, 12.--Spent—-the-feremeen—+m reading. About ﬂgelve o ilock
a number of younaugersons called to see Egyptian records ‘A & scribe u‘ \""’“’V“f’!’\'
—4o exhlblted them., o One of the young dies who had been examining them,

e Mo attee , | fo Menwseouwple Lo el o Rep (ieed
wag asked, i+f—they had the appearance of antiquity. Shbebsewed with an
’\ e AL A

e
air of contempt, tha‘t"ttrey-gad_nnt On hearing this, § was surprised
Mam: (e stead sty Reptan

at the ignorance she da:e-p—Lagteé,A‘an N ebserwed to her, that she was

an anomaly in creation, for all the Wise and learngd that had examined

them,without hesitation pronounced them ancient. F further m

that it was downright wickedness, ignorance, bigotry and superstltlon] gl Wizlead e sz

I H WA otdhy
caused her to make the remark; and that record.

) CeniaeAtras o tory/
et (&36‘ W because it is a falr—g%?le of the prevalllng spirit
- (4S-/ \Hy
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! f lent wA Ofee  (~
pk/ ﬂr%ﬂ(’&uﬁt Lﬂ/) (-l'.ﬁ ‘ aﬁr./ W +
of the times, show1ng that the victims i t and—supexstition
K 8
iwt"" would not believe though one should rise from the dead.
(D.H.C. I1T:329-330; Dec. 4835)
Egyptian Records - A ot WA : \\lr"
Monday, 14. —T\A number of brethren from New York called t[? visit eme and wu(lﬂ,(
see the—Egy-puan records. Alse—Elder Harrisnreturned fromAPalmyra, Ne ] e
- "¢

York, -en-é Brother Fremeis Eaton of the same place,..ad_ Sister Harriet

PMWM addes puedeet s to
Howg%\& called—-to—visdit-us.

(D.H.C. II:331; Dec. 14, 1835)
oo 19T
Exhibited and explained the Egyptian Records

Wednesday, 16.-- Elders Wididwm=¥. M'Lellin, Brigham Young, and Jew cdra
Y »thi ‘/\-\N\ o n\m—f g, M@NW

whi-ch # was much x A

Carter, called
mant

exhibited and explained the Egyptian records to them,A

"5 < best 94 Hlstrom
ihi.n.gs_ concerning the dealing of God with the ancientsz,'s wﬂb] At Sy 5 wj
~t by i A

HWM\L&M W el G Qowwmﬁ& Koo 0 d-lrexe
Manuwscupts  Thiy wrorn W e, T e
Cp I1:834; Dec. 16, 1835)

Al = 149
Sacred Records 40"/0"1 ,\'VVV Fo wohomhe €y hi‘acm
+-strowed=—tirem

Sunday, 20.--..Brothers Palmer and Taylor calledhto see mex
the sacred records to their joy and satisfaction. O! may God have mercy

upon t:h(—:&1 e men, and keep them in the way of everlasting life, in the name
[N
of Jesus,\' Amen.

(D.H.C. II:344; Dec. 20, 1835)
,7M l':-l(lb
(s
Continued Studles_\comww LMSW Mww e anke «QGAA—LJ AR pioy Todte Cod
Tuesday, 22. —lAt home. Gemtimued-my-studies. Gmmagassd givgéme learning £spuaaltly

ewan langua and endue me with qualifications to magni His, asme—wirtie
4 guages q BOEER, \—-?U-a,\ 3 & valfed R

LH.C. II: 3 . s 1
(D.H.C 3445 Dec. 22 8’3?0)$4

w3
Exhibited the papyrus Hﬁﬁw Q\ v

Wednesday, ‘23.—4a'-§the forenoon, aé: homfb, stud‘ylng the Greek language.
And atso wa:[t:;lj upon the brethren who eame'\aan, aad—-ead&i—b—i—%ed—to—-them__the

AR (D.H.C. II:344, Dec. 23, 1835) -
p\ € \ Gy
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Account of the discovery. Report on the Ancient Records. (MZ :
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{
Thursday, 3l.-- In the afternoon I attended at the chapel to give

directions concerning the upper rooms, and more expecially the west

4 room, which I intend occupying for a translating room, which will be

prepared this week.

The public mind has been excited of late, by reports which have
been circulated concerning certajn Egyﬁﬁ%an‘gggmies and ancient records,
which were purchased by certain gentlemen/of Kirtland, last July. It
has been said that the purchasers of these antiquites pretend they have
the bodies of Abraham, Abimelech, ffhe king of the Philistines;§ Joseph,
who was sold into Egypt, &c., &c., for the purpose of attracting the
éttention of the multitude, and gulling the unwary; which is'utterly false.
Who these ancient inhabftants of Egypt wereL,I do not at present say.
Abraham was buried on his own possession "in’the cave of Machpelah, in
the field of Ephron, the son of iohah, the Hittite, which is before
Mamre," which he purchased of the sons of Heth. Abimelech lived in the
same country, and for aught we know, died there; and the children of
Israel carried Joseph's bones from Egypt, when they went out under Moses;
consequently, these could not have been found in Egypt, in the nineteenth
century. 2QE\;ggg£g_2£~é22323§v22g~£9§222) found with the mummies, is
beautifully written on papyrus, with black, and a small part red, ink or
paint, in perfect preservation. The characters are such askyou find upon
the coffins of mumﬁies——hieroglyphics, etc.; with many characters of
letters like the present (though probably not quite so square) form of the
Hebrew without points. The records were obtained from one of the éatacombs
in Egypt, near the place where once stood the renowned city of Thebes,
by the celebrated French traveler, Antonio Sebolo, in the year 1831. He
He procured license from Mehemet Ali, then Viceroy of Egypt, under the
protection of Chevalier Drovetti, the French Consul, in the year 1828, and
employed four hundred and thirty-three men, four months qnd two days
(if I understand correctly)--Egyptian or Turkish soldiegfcgt from four to
six cents per diem, each man. He entered the catacomb June 7, 1831, and
obtained eleven mummies. There were several hundred mummies in the same
catacomb; about one hundred embalmed after the first order, and placed in

niches, and two or three hundred after the second and third orders, and
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laid upon the floor or bottom of the grand cavity. The two last orders
embalmed were so decayed, that they could not be removed, and only eleven
of the first, found in the niches. On his way from Alexandria to Paris,
he put in at Trieste, and after ten days' illness, expired. This was in
the year 1832. Previous to his decease, he made a will of the whole, to
Mr. Michael H. Chandler, (then in Philadelphia, Pa.,) his nephew, whom
he supposed téwtg%gn Ireland. Accordingly, the whole were sent to Dublin,
and Mr. Chandler's friends ordered them to New York, where they were
received at the Custom House, in the winter or spring of 1833. IE,éEEE}’
of the same year Mr. Chandler paid the duties and took possession of‘Lis
mummies. Up to this time, they had not been taken out of the coffins,
nor the coffins opened. On opening the coffins, he discovered that in
connection with two of the bodies, was somefhing rolled up with the same
kind of linen, saturated with the same bitumen, which, when examined,
proved to be two rolls of papy%&é, éigziously mentioned.  Two or three
other small pieces of papyrus, with astronomical calculations, epitaphs,
&c., were found with others of the mummies. When Mr. Chandler discovered
that there was something with the mummies, he supposed or hoped it might
be some diamonds or valuable metal, and was no little chagrined when he
saw his disappointment. ''He was immediately told, while yet in the custom
house, that there was no man in that city who could translate his roll:
but was referred, by the same gentleman, (a stranger,) to Mr. Joseph Smith,
Jun., who, continued he, possesses some kind of power or gifts, by which
he had previously translated similar characters." I was then unknown to
Mr. Chandler, neither did he know that such a book or work as the record
of the Nephites, had been brought before the public. From New York, he
took his collection on to Philadelphia, where he obtained the certificate
of the learnedf and from thence came on to Kirtland, as before related,
In July. Thus I have given a brief history of the manner in WhiCh«EEE
_yEigiggg\9£§£§g‘£35§g£§}_égzghgg‘ggg/{gigRE} have been preserved, and how
I came in possession of the same--a correct translation of which I shall
give in its proper place.

To show the spirit of the public journals, such as the Philadelphia
Saturday Courier, New York Daily Advertiser, Sunday Morning News, and

the press generally, the past year, towards me and the cause of God, which

L . . N
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I have fearlessly espoused, I quote the following, as a specimen of the

whole, from M. M. Noah's New York Evening Star: .
*The account here given of how the Prophet came into possession of

the writings of Abraham, and of Joseph, the son of Jacob, was adapted

from an article in the Messenger and Advocate (Volume II, Number 3, page

233, 236, bearing date of December, 1835) signed by Oliver Cowdery. The

article is addressed to William Frye, Esq., of Gilead, Calhoun County, )

I11. The certificate of the "learned" referred to, is in the body of the ‘%9(

article. It seems that Michael H. Chandler, the ownar: of the Egyptian QD

mummies and the papyrus, exhibited his treasures in Philadelphia, and, Q{*

while there, obtained the following opinion of several prominent doctors: ?
"Having examined with considerable attention and deep interest, a

number of mummies from the Catacombs, near Thebes, in Egypt, and now

exhibiting in the Arcade, we beg leave to recommend them to the observa-

tion of the curious inquirer on subjects of a period so long elapsed;

probably not less than three thousand years ago. The features of

some of these mummies are in perfect expression. The papyrus covered

with black or red ink, or paint, in excellent preservation, are very

interesting. The undersigned, unsolicited by any person connected by

interest with this exhibition, have voluntarily set their names hereunto,

for the simple purpose of calling the attention of the public to an

interesting collection, not sufficiently know in this city."

John Redman Coxe, M.D.,
Richard Harlan, M.D.,

J. Pancoast, M.D.,

William P. C. Barton, M.D.,
E. F. Rivinus, M.D.,

Samuel G. Morgan, M.D.

"I concur in the above sentiments, concerning the collection of
mummies in the Philadelphia Arcade, and consider them highly deserving
the attention of the curious.

"W. E. Horner, M.D."

Another paragraph in the article explains how it came about that Mr,.
Chandler gave the Prophet a certificate, concerning his belief in the
Prophet's ability to decipher the Egyptian hieroglyphics of the papyrus——
which certificate will be found at page 235, of this volume, under the
date of the purchase of the mummies and papyrus by certain persons in
Kirtland. From the paragraph referred to, it appears that on the morning
that Mr. Chandler first presented his papyrus to the Prophet Joseph
Smith, he was shown by the latter, a number of characters which had been
copied from the Nephite plates, and found that there were some points of (\
resemblance between some of the Nephite characters and some of the (
characters on the Egyptian papyrus. Mr. Chandler then asked the Prophet's
opinion concerning the antiquity of the Egyptian papyrus, and also requested
him to give a translation of the characters. The Prophet gave Mr.

Chandler a translation of some few of the Egyptian characters, which agreed
with the interpretation given by learned men in other cities, where the
mummies and papyrus had been exhibited, whereupon Mr. Chandler gave the

Prophet a certificate, stating the fact. (p,H.c. II:347-351; Dec. 31, 1835)
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ﬁgypfian manuscripts exhibited

Tuesday, 12.-—-...This afternoon, a young man called to see the Egyptian

manuscripts, whieh—T-wxhibited, and o>t ° “L°°°°‘ﬁ Franm R%QéﬁL' é%;

. Py [ eed O KNATw (]
%JXM:& zﬁabziﬁ—ﬁ“m«‘ Freek >T % C~ &1364 Jat:x: 12, 1836) hews
(LY. R &4 LA e

: A4 12
Showed the record of Abraham
Saturday, 30.-—-Attended school, as usual, and waited upon several
visitors, and shogﬁgﬂfhem the record of Ab?aham. Mr. Seixas, our Hebrew
teacher, examined-#t~with deep interest, and pronounced it to be original
beyond all doubt. He is a man of excellent understanding, and has a
knowledge of many languages which were spoken by the ancients, and. he is
an honorable man, so far as I can judge yet.
(D.H.C. II:388; Jan 30, 1836)
' ) 1%( ?();>
Showed the record of Abraham
Wednesday, 3.--...Received many visitors, and showed them the Records

A T of Abraham. ey
(D.H.C. II:390-391; Feb. 3, 1836) %0 ¥’-7C>

Request to the Lord to obtain the language

Thursday, 4.--...We have a great want of books, but are determined to
r (/ do the best we can. May the Lord help us to obtain this language, that
‘ we may read the Scriptures in the language in which they were given.

(D.H.C. II:391; Feb. 4, 1836)
e ® i%é

Reading-exhibiting the Egyptian recordS/LH(uA’« S 4‘Xﬁo»{ H’hmxo MA‘Lﬂtmﬂfb@;{

Thursday, 1l1-- Spent the afternoon in reading, and in exhibiting the

. 1qph@"records to those who called to see me, and heaven's blessings have

attended me.

(D.H.C. II:394; Feb. 11, 1836)

B 743

Tuesday, 16.--Attended school at the usual hour. Resumed our trans-

Egyptian manuscript

lating, and made . rapid progress. Many called to see the House of the

Lord, and &he Egyptian manuscript§ and to visit me.
(D.H.C. II:396; Feb. 16, 1836) 4G~

/%; \
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prkhibit of Egyptian mummies and records
Wednesday, 17.--...My soul delights in reading the word of the Lord
in the original, and I am determined to pursue the study of the languages,
until T shall become master of them, if I am permitted to live long enough.
At any rate, éo long as I do live, I am deteimined to make this my object;
and with the blessing of God, I shall succeed to my satisfaction.
Elder Coe called to make soﬁe arréngements about :the Egyptian mummies.
\ and records. He proposes to hire a room at John Johnson's Inn, and
exhibit them there from day to day, at certain hours, that some benefit
may be derived from them. I complied with his request, and only observed
that they must be managed with prudence and care, especially the manuscripts.
(D.H.C. II:396; Feb. 17, 1836) ~

Bl 107

Monday, 22.-- Spent the afternoon translating with my scribe, Elder
W/, Waxren Parrish, at his house.

Translating with my scribe

700
(D.H.C. II:398; Feb. 22, 1836) ‘%\

rMonies needed to translate and print records (Egypt)
November £.-- The Church in Kirtland voted to sanction the appoint-
' ment of Brother Phinehas Richards and Reuben Hedlock, by the Presidency,
o to transact business for the Church in procuring means to translate and

print the records taken from the Catacombs of Egypt, then in the Temple.
\ (D.H.C. 11:520-521; Nov.%‘,s_1837

Instructions - Abraham's writings upon planetary systems
Sunday, May 6.-- ...I also gave some instructions in the mysteries of
of the kingdom of God; such as the history of the plane s%&Abraham's

writings upon the planetary system$, etc.

(b.H.C. III:27; May 6, 1838)
1 a
(Q) -\
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Payment - translating the ancient records, etc.

Saturday, 12. -- The Council investigated the matter, and instructed
the Bishop to make over to President Joseph Smith, Jun., and Sidney Rigdon,
each an eighty-acre lot of land from the property of the Church, situated
adjacent to the city corporation; also appointed three of their number,
viz., George W. Harris, Elias Higbee and Simeon Carter, a committee to
confer with said Presidency, and satisfy them for their services the present
year; not for preaching, or for receiving the word of God by revelation,
neither for instructing the Saints in righteousness,; but for services
rendered in the printing establishment, in translating the ancient records,
etc., e 'ﬁﬂqgéid committee agreed that Presidents Smith and Rigdon should
receive\§4y100:hach as a just renumeration for their services this year.

e (D.H.C. III:32; May 12, 1838)

Bl 19
. « .That your Memoriélist (Joseph Smith) feels it a duty which he owes to
God, as well as to the Church, to give his attention more particularly to
those things connected with the spiritual welfare of the Saints, (which have
now become a great people,) so that they may be built up in their most
holy faith, and go on to perfection:--That the Church have erected an
office where he can attend to the affairs of the Church without distraction,
he thinks, and verily believes, that the time has now come, when -

‘he should devote himself exclusiv tho hi whi late to the

_§215132311Eies of the Church, and commence the work of translatingrthe o

Egzggiig_records, the Bible, and wait_ggggﬁthe Lord for such revelations -’
———— —-'“\_,\ —— R

as may be suited to the conditions and circumstances of the Church. And ! '
e e e T e T T e T

in order that he may be enabled to attend to those things, he prays your

honorable body will relieve him from the anxiety and trouble necessarily
attendant on business transactions, by appointing some one to take charge

of the city plot, and attend to the business transactions which have hereto-
fore rested upon your Memoria}ist: That should your Honors deem it proper
to do so, your Memorialist would respectfully suggest that he would have no
means of support whatever, and therefore would request that some one might
be appointed to see that all his necessary wants may be provided for, as
well as sufficient means or appropriations for a clerk or clerks, which he

-
may require to aid him in his important work. . loh;;,mkﬁ
(D.H.C. IV:137; June 18, 1840) .

fraces cosean -4 L&Li\ﬂ “ bgd‘\my&k\f‘&'\;ﬁ(
NICNR S L SO TN

el

R L P



Abrahamic Writings & Mummies in D.H.C.

Note on journal and history

Since I have been engaged in laying the foundation of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sé%nts, I have been prevented in various ways
from continuing my journal an3 history in a manner satisfactory to myself
or in justice to the cause. Long imprisonments, vexatious and long-
continued law-suits, the treachery of some of my clerks; the death of
others, and the poverty of myself and brethren from continued plunder and
driving, have prevented my handing down to posterity a connected memorandum
of events desiréble to all lovers of truth; yet I have continued to keep
up a journal in the best manner my circumstances would allow, and dictate
for my history from time to time, as I have had opportunity so that the
labors and suffering of the first Elders and Saints of this last kingdom
might not wholly be lost to the world.

(D.H.C. IV:470; Dec. 11, 1841) |

/

K Pt B n - s
) a-1 R A
"....keep the sacred writings..."
V‘ In front of the stairs opens the door to my private office, or where

I keep the sacred writings,... woide Moecosaonh heit. i dome

(D.H.C. IV:491; Jan. 5, 1842) .

Loas follows i b or e g e
L -

Records of Father Abraham

«+«.==let all the different branches of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in all the world, call meetings in their respective
places and tithe themselves and send up to this place to the Trustee in
Trust, so that his hands may be loosed, and the Temple go on, and other
works be done, such as the new translation of the Bible, and the record &

N e s,

of Father Abraham published to the world. &k
w i SN )

(D.H.C. IV:517; Feb. 21, 1842) -
c .,’ -P 12 3" fronoszgnnpd W e, |

Explanation and instruction of the Book of Abraham
Wednesday, 23.--Settled with and paid Brother Chase, and assisted
in the counting room in settling with Ebenezer Robinson, visiting the
printing office, and gave Reuben Hedlock instruction concerning the cut

for the altar and gods in the Records of Abraham, as designed for the

Ol 5 127
A

Times and Seasons.
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Thursday, 24.--Engaged in council with the brethren, attended business
at the general office. In the afternoon explained the records of Abraham
to the recorder. Sisters Marinda, Mary, and others present to hear the
explanations. o K

(D.H.C. IV:518; Feb. 23, 24, 1842)

g TE AT @G o

Book of Abraham...

Thursday, March 1, 1842.—-During the forenoon I was at my office and
the printing office, correcting the first plate or cut of the records of
Father Abraham, prepared b; Reuben Hedlock, for the Times and Seasons,

and in:councili in my office, in the afternoon; and in the evening with &

the Twelve and tﬁf%rﬂvigi§ %§IElder Woodruff's, at which time I explained
many important principles/in relation to progressive improvement in the
scale of intelligent existence.

I commenced publishing my translations of the Book of Abraham in the

Times and Seasons as follows--

(Fac-simile from the Book of Abraham - No. 1 with explanation following.)

(Fae=simile-from-the. Book. .of .Abraham--Nov—2-With egplanatien-£follawing.)

T

e ~\\+A Translation of some Ancient Records that have fallen into our hands

from the Catacombs of Egypt, purporting to be the writings of Abrahamy
while he was in Egypt, called the Book of Abraham, written by his own hand
upon papyrus. The rE)wm\( ok Ak cebecn

In the land of the Chaldeans, at the residence of my father, I Abraham,

saw that it was needful for me to obtain another place of residence, and

‘a\?’ finding there was greater happiness, and peace and rest for me, I sought
fr for the blessings of the fathers, and the right whereunto I should be

) i

‘ %ﬁ{B ordained to administer the same; having been myself a follower of righteous-
\h»

ness, desiring also to be one who possessed great knowledge, and to be a

.{7U greater follower of righteousness, and to possess a greater knowledge, and

to be a father of many nations, a prince of peace; and desiring to receive

/ Mamumasip+ 4 - T
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instructions and to keep the commandments of God, I became a rightful
heir, a High Priest, holding the right belonging to the fathers; it was
conferred upon me from the fathers; it came down from the fathers, from
the beginning of time, yea, even from the beginning, or before the founda-
tions of the éarth, to the present time, even the right of the first born,
or the first man, who is Adam, our first Father, through the fathers,
unto me.

2. 1T sought for mine appointment unto the Priesthood according to
the appointment of God un o the ifathers, concerning the seed. My fathers
having turned frgﬁ tﬁeir rlghteousness, and from the holy commandments “~
which the Lord their God had given unto them, unto the worshiping of the
gods of the heathen, utterly refused to hearken to my voice; for their
hearts were set to do evil, and were wholly turned to the god of Elkenah,
and the god of Libnah, and god of Mahmackrah, and the god of Korash, and
the god of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, therefore they turned their hearts
to the sacrifice of the heathen in offering up their children unto their
dumb idols, and hearkened not unto my voice, but endeavored to take
away my life by the hand of the priest of Elkenah--the priest of Elkenah
was also the priest of Pharaoh.

3. Now at this time it was the custom of the priest of Pharaoh, the
king of Egypt, to offer up upon the altar which was built in the land of
Chaldea, for the offering unto these strange gods, men, women and children.
And it came to pass that the priest made an offering unto the god of
Pharaoh, and also unto the god of Shagreel, even after the manner of the
Egyptians. Now the god of Shagreel was the Sun. Even the thank-offering
of a child did the priest of Pharaoh offer upon this altar, which stood
by the hill called Potiphar's hill, at the head of the plain of Olishem.
Now, this priest had offered upon the altar three virgins at one time,
who were the daughters of Onitah, one of the royal descent, directly
from the loins of Ham. These virgins were offered up because of their
virtue; they would not bow:down to worship gods of wood, or of stone,
therefore they were killed upon this altar, and it was done after the

manner of the Egyptians.
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4., And it came to pass that the priests laid violence upon me,
that they might slay me also, as they did those virgins, upon this altar;
and that you may have a knowledge of this altar, I will refer you to the
representation at the commencement of this record. It was made after the
form of a bedstead, such as was had among the Chaldeans, and it stood
before the gods of Elkenah, Libna, Mahmackrah, Korash, and also a god like
unto that of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. That you may have an understanding
of these gods, I have given you the fashion of them in the figures at
the beginning, which manner of the figures'is called by the Chaldeans
Rahleenos, which signifies hieroglyphics.

5. And as they lifted up théir hands upon me, that they might offer
me up and take away my life, behold I lifted up my voice unto the Lord
my God; and the Lord hearkened and heard, and he filled me with a
vision of the Almighty, and the angel of his presence stood by me, and
jmmediately unloosed my bands, and his voice was unto me.
Aﬁ;gg;ml behold my name is JEHOVAH, and I have heard thee, and have come
down to deliver thee, and to take thee away from thy: father's house,
from all thy kinsfolk, into a strange land that thou knowest not of, and
this because they have turned their hearts away from me to worship the
god of Elkenah, and the god of Libnah, and the god of Mahmackrah, and the
god of Korash, and the god of Pharaoh, king of Egypt; therefore I have
come down to vigit them, and to destroy him who hath lifted up his hand
against thee,,ZiQQﬁgh my son, to take away they life. Behold I will
P%g? (é%fe by my hand, and I will take thee to put upon thee my name, even
the/ Priesthood of thy father; and my power shall be over thee; as it was
with Noah so shall it be with thee, but through thy ministry my name shall
be known in the earth for ever, for I am thyyGod.

6. Behold Potiphar's Hill was in the land of Ur, of Chaldea; and
the Lord broke down the altar of Elkenah, and of the gods of the land,
and utterly destroyed them, and smote the priest that he died; and there
was great mourning in Chaldea, and also in the court of Pharaoh, which
Pharaoh signifies king by royal blood. Now this king of Egypt was a
descendant from the loins of Ham, and was a partaker of the blood of the
Canaanites by birth. From this descent sprang all the Egyptians, and

thus the blood of the Canaanites was preserved in the land.

Abcam Lo
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7. The land of Egypt being first discovered by a woman, who was

the daughter of Ham, and the daughter of Egyptus, which in the Chaldean,
signifies Egypt, which signifies, that which is forbidden. when this
woman discovered the land it was under water, who afterwards settled her
sons in it: and thus from Ham, sprang that race which preserved the curse
in the land. Now the first government of Egypt was established by Pharaoh,
the eldest son of Egyptus, the daughter of Ham, and it was .after the manner
of the government of Ham, which was patriarchal. Pharaoh being a righteous
man, established his kingdom and judged his people wisely and justly all
his days, seeking earnestly to imitate that order established by the
fathers in the first generations, in the days of the first partriarchal(sic)
reign, even in the reign of Adam, and also of Noah, his father, who
blessed him with the blessings of the earth, and with the blessings of
wisdom, but cursed him as pertaining to the Priesthood.

8. Now Pharaoh being of that lineage by which he could not have the
right of Priesthood, notwithstanding the Pharaohs would fain claim it
from Noah, through Ham, therefore my father was led away by their idolatry;
but I shall endeavor hereafter to delineate the chronology, running back
from myself to the beginning of the creation, for the records have come
into my hands which I hold unto this present time.

9. Now, after the priest of Elkenah was smitten, that he died,
there came a fulfillment of those things which were said unto me concerning
the land of Chaldea, that there should be a famine in the land. Accord-
ingly a famine prevailed throughout all the land of Chaldea, and my father
was sorely tormented because of the famine, and he repented of the evil
which he had determined against me to take away my life. But the records
of the fathers, even the patriarchs, concerning the right of Priesthood,
the Lord my God preserved in mine own hands, therefore a knowledge of
the beginning of the creation, and also of the planets, and of the stars,
as they were made known unto the fathers, have I kept even unto this
day, and I shall endeavor to write some of these things upon this record,

for the benefit of my posterity that shall come after me.
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10. Now, the Lord God caused the famine to wax sore in the land
of Ur, insomuch that Haran, my brother died, but Terah, my father, yeté(
lived in the land of Ur of the Chaldees. AA%$12/CE%2620 pass that I,
Abraham, took Sarai to wife, and Nehor, my brother, took Milcah to wife,
who were the déughters of Haran. Now the Lord said unto me, Abraham, get
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred and from thy father's house
unto a land that. I will show thee. Therefore I left the land of Ur, of
the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and 1 took Lot, my brother's
son, and his wife, and Sarai, my wife, and also my father followed after
me, unto the land whiéh we denominated Haran. And the famine abated; and
my father tarried in Haran and dwelt there, as there were many flocks in
Haran; and my father turned again unto his idolatry, therefore he continued
in Haran. h
11. But I, gL;Sﬁﬁgg and Lot, my brother's son, prayed unto the Lord
and the Lord appeared unto me, and said unto me, arise and take Lot with
thee, for I have purposed to take thee away out of Haran, and to make of
thee a minister, to bear my name in a strange land which I will give
unto thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession, when they hearken
to my voice, for I am the Lord thy God; I dwell in heaven, the earth
is my footstool; I stretch my hand over the sea, and it obeys my voice; I
cause the wind and the fire to be my chariot; I say to the mountains
depart hence, and behold they are taken away by a whirlwind in an instant,
suddenly. My name is Jehovah, and I know the end from the beginning,
therefore, my hand shall be over thee and I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee above measure, and make thy name great
among all nations, and thou shalt be a blessing unto thy seed after thee,
that in their hands they shall bear this ministry and Priesthood unto
all nations; and I will bless them through thy name; for as many as re-
ceive this Gospel shall be called after thy name, and shall be accounted
thy seed, and shall rise up and bless thee, as their father, and I will
bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curse thee, and in thee
(that is, in thy Priesthood), and in thy seed (that is thy Priesthood),
for I give unto thee a promise that this right shall continue in thee,
and in thy seed after thee (that is to say, the literal seed, or the seed
of the body) shall all the families of the earth be blessed, even with
the blessings of the Gospel, which are the blessings of salvations, even

of life eternal.
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12. Now, after the Lord had withdrawn from speaking to me, and
withdrawn his face from me, I said in my heart, thy servant has sought
thee earnestly, now I have found thee. Thous didst send thine angel to
deliver me from the gods of Elkenah, and I will do well to hearken unto
thy voice, therefore let they servant rise up and depart in peace. So

I, ,» departed as the Lord had said unto me, and Lot with me, and

I, Abraham, was sixty and two years old when I departed out of Haran.

And I took Sarai, whom I took to wife when I was in Ur in Chaldea, and Lot,
my brother's son, and all our substance that we had gathered, and the souls
that we had won in Haran, and came forth in the way to the land of

Canaan, and dwelt in tents, as we came on our way: therefore, eternity
was our covering, and 6ur rock, and our salvation, as we journeyed from
Haran by the way of, Jershon, to come to the land of Canaan.

13. Now I, Char built an altar in the land of Jershon, and made
an offering unto the Lord, and prayed thati the famine might be turned away
from my father's house, that they might not perish; and then we passed
from Jershon through the land, unto the place of Sechem. It was situated

Y in the plains of Moreh, and we had already come into the borders of the /

rﬁg land of the Canaanites, and I offered sacrifice there in the plains of /
"')$)h \_ Moreh, and called on the Lord devoutly, because we had already come into (j l]ng() ,
U o ¢y S~ L
ERRNS ¥ the lépd of this idolatrous nation. \(5;@& ‘% @brwg;:gwm&A —— S

14. And the Lord appeared unto me in answer to my prayers, and said o — -

unto me, unto thy seed will I give this land. And I, Abraham, arose
from the place of the altar which I had built unto the Lord, and removed
from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched my tent

- there; Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east; and there I built another
altar unto the Lord, and called again upon the name of the Lord.

15. And I, Abraham, journeyed, going on still towards the south;
and there was a continuation of a famine in the land and I, Abraham, con-
cluded to go down into Egypt, to sojourn there, for the famine became

!\very grievous. And it came to pass when I was come near to enter into
‘ Egypt, the Lord said unto me, behold Sarai, thy wife, is a very fair woman
to look upon, therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall
see her they will say, she is his wife; and they will kill you, but they

will save her alive; therefore, see that ye do on this wise, let her say

unto the Egyptians she is thy sister, and thy soul shall live. And it
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came to pass that I, Abraham, told Sarai, my wife, all that the Lord had
said unto me; therfore, say unto them, I pray thee, thou art my sister,
that it may be well with me for thy sake, and my soul shall live because
of thee.

16. And I, Abraham, had the Urim and Thummim, which the Lord my
God had given unto me, in Ur of the Chaldees; and I saw the stars, that
they were very great, and that one of them was nearest unto the throne of
God: and there were many great ones which were near unto it; and the Lord
said unto me, these are the governing ones; and the name of the great one
is Kolob, because it is near unto me; for Ibam the Lord thy God. I
have set this one to govern all those which belong to the same order as
that upon which thou standest. And the Lord said unto me, by the Urim
and Thummim, that Kolob was after the manner of the Lord, according to
its times and seasons in the revolutions thereof, that one revolution was
a day unto the Lord, after His manner of reckoning, it being one thousand
years according to the time appointed unto that whereon thou standest;
this is the reckoning of the Lord's time, according to the reckoning of
Kolob.

17. And the Lord said unto me, the planet which is the lesser light
lesser than that which is to rule the day, even the night, is above, or
greater than that upon which thou standest in point of reckoning, for it
moveth in order more slow; this is in order, because it standeth above
the earth upon which thou standest, therefore the reckoning of its time
is not so many as to its number of days, and of months and of years. And
the Lord said unto me, Now Abraham, these two facts exist, behold thine
eyes see it; it is given unto thee to know the times of reckoning, and
the set time, yea, the set time of the earth upon which thou standest, and
the set time of the greater light, which is set to rule the day, and the
set time of the lesser light, which is set to rule the night.

18. Now the set time of the lesser light, is a longer time as to
its reckoning than the reckoning of the time of the earth upon which thou
standest; and where these two facts exist, there shall be another fact

above them; that is, there shall be another planet whose reckoning of
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time shall be longer still; and thus there shall be the reckoning of the

time of one planet above another, until thou come nigh unto Kolob, which

Kolob is after ther reckoning of the Lord's time; which Kolob is set nigh unto
the throne of_God, to govern all those planets which belong to the same
order as that upon which thou standest. And it is given unto thee to
know the set time of all the stars, that are set to give light, until
thou come near unto the throne of God.

19. Thus I, Abraham, talked with the lord face to face, as one man
talketh with another; and He told me of the works which His hands had
made; and He séid unto me, My son, my son, (and His hand was stretched out,)
behold, I will show you all these. And He put His hand upon mine eyes,
and I saw those things which His hands had made, which were many; and they
multiplied before mine eyes, and I could not see the end thereof, and He
said unto me this is Shinehah which is the sun. And He said unto me,
KoKob, which is star. And He said unto me, Olea, which is the moon. And
He said unto me, Kokaubeam, which signifies stars, or all the great lights
which were in the firmament of heaven. And it was in the night time
when the Lord spake these words unto me. I will multiply thee and thy
seed after thee, like unto these; and if thou canst count the number of
sands so shall be the number of thy seeds.

20. And the Lord said unto me, Abraham, I show these things unto
thee, before ye go into Egypt, that ye may declare all these words. If
two things exist, and there be one above the other, there shall be greater
things above them; therefore Kolob is the greatest of all the Kokaubeam
that thou has seen, because it is nearest unto me; now if there be two
things one above the other, and the moon be above the earth, then it may
be that a planet, or a star may exist above it, (and there is nothing that
the Lord thy God shall take in His heart to do, but what He will do it3;)
howbeit that He made the greater star; as, also, if there be two spirits

and one shall be more intelligent than the other, yet these two spirits,
notwithstanding one is more intelligent than the other have no beginning,
they existed before; they shall have no end, |they shall exist after, for

they are gnolaum or eternal. qu@ﬁw,”
ISR AN
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21.  And the Lord said unto me, these two facts do exist, that there

are two spirits, one being more intelligent than the other, there sahll
be another more intelligent than they: I am the Lord thy God, I am more
intelligent than they all. The Lord thy God sent His angel to deliver
thee from the hands of the priest of Elkenah. I dwell in the midst of
them all; I, now, therefore, have come down unto thee, to deliver unto
thee the works which my hands have made, wherein my wisdom excelleth them
all, for I rule in the heavens above, and in the earth beneath, in
all wisdom and prudence, over all the intelligences thine eyes have seen
from the beginning; I came down in the beginning in the midst of all the
intelligences thou hast seen.
/ﬁj FI TN
22. Now the Lord had shown unto me, éh;gham, the intelligences

that were organized before the world was; and among all these there were
many of the noble and great ones, and God saw these souls that they were
good, and He stood in the midst of them, and He said, These I will make
my rulers; for He stood among these that were spirits, and he saw that
they were good; and He said unto me, Ab;ghggl_thou art one among them
that was like unto God, and he said unﬁg those who were with Him, We will
go down, for there is space there, and we will take of these materials,
and we will make an earth whereon these may dwell; and we will prove them
herewith, to see if they will do all things whatsoever the Lord their

God shall co

Caqualif =g
added u%on% and they who keep not their first estate shall not 'have glory

and them; and they who keep their first estate, shall be
in the safle kingdom with those who keep their first estate; and they who
keep their second estate, shall have glory added upon their heads for ever
and ever. '

23. And the Lord said: Whom shall I send? And one answered like
unto the Son of Man; Here am I, send me. And another answered and said:
Here am I, send me. And the Lord said: I will send the first. And the
second was angry, and kept not his first estate, and at that day many
followed after him. And then the Lord said: Let us go down; and they
went down at the beginning, and they (that is, the Gods), organized and
formed the heavens and the earth. And the earth, after it was formed,

was empty and desolate; because they had not formed anything but the earth;
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and darkness reigned upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of the Gods

was brooding upon thLe face of the waters.

24, And they (the Gods), said: Let there be light, and there was
light. And they the Gods, comprehended the light for it was bright; and
they divided the light, or caused it to be divided from the darkness, and
the Gods called the light day, and the darkness they called night. And
it came to pass that from morning until the evening they called day; and
this was the first, or the beginning of that which they called day and night.

25. And the Gods also said: Let there be an expanse in the midst
of the waters and it shall divide the waters from the waters. And the
Gods ordered the expanse, so that it divided the waters which were under
the expanse, from the waters which were above the expanse, and it was so,
even as they ordered. And the Gods called the expanse heaven. And it
came to pass that it was from evening until morning that they called night;
and it came to pass that it was from morning until evening that they
called day; and this was the second time that they called night and day.

26. And the Gods ordered, saying: Let the waters under the heaven
be gathered together unto one place, and let the earth come up dry, and
it was so, as they ordered; and the Gods pronounced the dry land earth
and the gathering together of the waters, pronounced they great waters;
and the Gods saw that they were obeyed. And the Gods said: Let us pre-
pare the earth to bring forth grass; the herb yielding seed; the fruit
tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed in itself yieldeth its own
likeness upon the earth; and it was so, even as they ordered. And the
Gods organized the earth to bring forth grass from its own seed, and the
herb to bring forth herb from its own seed, yielding seed after his kind,
and the earth to bring forth the tree from its own seed, yielding fruit
whose seed could only bring forth the same, in itself after his kind; and
the Gods saw that they were obeyed. And it came to pass that they numbered
the days: from the evening until the morning they called night. And it
came to pass from the morning until the evening they called day; and it

was the third time.
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27. And the Gods organized the lights in the expanse of the heavens
and caused them to divide the day from the night; and organized them to
be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and for years and organized
them to be for lights in the expanse of the heaven, to give light upon the
earth; and it was so. And the Gods organized the two great lights, the
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night,
with the lesser light they set the stars, also; and the Gods set them

in the expanse of the heavens, to give light upon the earth, and to rule
over the day and over the night, and to cause to divide the light from
darkness. And the Gods watched those things which they had ordered,
until they obeyed. And it came to pass that it was from evening until
morning that it was night; and it came to pass that it was from morning
until evening that it was day: and it was the fourth time.

28. And the Gods said, Let us prepare the waters to bring forth
abundantly the moving creatures that have life; and the fowl that they
may fly above the earth, in the open expanse of heaven. And the Gods
prepared the waters that they might bring forth great whales, and
every living creature that moveth, which the waters were to bring forth
abundantly after their kind; and every winged fowl after their kind; and
the Gods saw that they would be obeyed, and thattheir plan was good. And
the Gods said, We will bless them and cause them to be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, or great waters; and cause the
fowl to multiply in the earth. And it came to pass that it was from
evening until morning that they called night; and it came to pass that
it was from morning until evening that they called day; and it was the
fifth time.

29. And the Gods prepared the earth to bring forth the living creature
after his kind, cattle, and creeping things, and beasts of the earth
after their kind; and it was so as they héd said. And the Gods organized
the earth to bring forth the beasts after their kind, and cattle after
their kind, and everything that creepeth upon the earth after its kind;
and the Gods saw they would obey. And the Gods took counsel among them-
selves, and said: Let us go down and form man in our image, after our
likeness, and we will give them dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, ang

over every creeping thing, that creepeth upon the earth. So the Gods went
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down to organize man in their own image, in the image of the Gods, to
form they him male and female; to form they them; and the Gods said We
will bless them. And the Gods said, We will cause them to be fruitful,
and multiply and replenish the earth, and subdue it, and to have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every
living thing that moveth upon the earth. And the Gods said, Behold, we
will give them every herb bearing seed that shall come upon the face of
all the earth, and every tree which shall have fruit upon it, yea the fruit
of the tree, yielding seed to them we will give it, it shall be for their
meat; and to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air,
and to everything that creepeth upon the earth, behold we will give them
life, and also we will give to them every green herb for meat, and all
these things shall be thus organized. And the Gods said, We will do
everything that we have said, and organize them; and behold, they shall
be very obedient. And it came to pass that it was from evening until
morning that they called night; and it came to pass that it was from
morning until evening that they called day, and they numbered the sixth
time.

30. And thus we will finish the heavens and earth, and all the
hosts of them. And the Gods said among themselves, On the seventh
time, we will end our work, which we have counseled; and we will rest on
the seventh time from all our work which we have counseled. And the Gods
concluded upon the seventh time, because that on the seventh time they
would rest from all their works, which they, the Gods, counseled among
themselves to form, and sanctified it. And thus were their decisions, at
the time that they counseled among themselves to form the heavens and
the earth. And the Gods came down and formed these, the generations of
the heavens and of the earth and the heavens according to all that which
they had said, concerning every plant of the field, before it was in the
earth, and every herb of the field, before it grew; for the Gods had not
caused it to rain upon the earth, when they counseled to do them; and had
not formed a man to till the ground; but there went up a mist from the
earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. And the Gods formed man
from the dust of the ground, and took his spirit, that is the man's spirit,

and put it into him, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
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and man became a living soul.

31. And the Gods planted a garden, eastward in Eden, and there
they put the man, whose spirit they had put into the body, which they
had formed. And out of the ground made the Gods to grow every tree
that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also,
in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
There was a river running out of Eden, to water the garden, and from
thence it was parted and became into four heads. And the Gods‘took
the man and put him in the garden of Eden, to dress it and keep it; and
the Gods commanded the man, saying: Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eat, but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it; for in the time that thou eatest thereof, thou
shalt surely die. Now I, Abraham, saw that it was after the Lord's time,
which was after the time of Kolob; for as yet, the Gods had not appointed
unto Adam his reckoning.

32. And the Gods said, Let us make an helpmeet for the man, for
it is not good that the man should be alone, therefore we will form an
helpmeet for him. And the Gods caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam;
and he slept, and they took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in
the stead thereof, and of the rib which the Gods had taken from man,
formed they a woman, and brought her unto the man.‘ And Adam said this
was bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh, now she shall be called wo-
man, because she was taken out of man; therefore shall a man leave his
father and his mother and shall cleve unto his wife, and they shall be
one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not
ashamed. And out of the ground the Gods formed every beast of the field
and every fowl of the air, and brought them unto Adam to see what he would
call them, and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that should
be the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, to the fowl of
the air, to every beast of the field; and for Adam, there was found an

) helpmeet for him. ¢
~The Book of Abraham was first published in the Times and Seasons

in two numbers, Vol. III, Nos. 9 and 10, March 1 and March 15, 1842,
respectively. In this form it was copied into the Prophet's history with

the several historical items which occurred between the dates of the pub-
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lication of the two parts, and in this form is found in the Millennial
Star, Vol. XIX, pp. 100-103 and 164-168; but it is now thought proper to
publish the Book of Abraham entire without dividing it into two articles
as in the above name periodical.

It is important to note also that the Book of Abaham (sic) was pub-
lished in the Times and Seasons when the Prophet was responsible editor
‘of the periodical (he announces his editorial responsibility in No. 9 of
Vol. III, p. 710). Attention is called to this fact, in passing, because
it is contended on the part of some, that the doctrine of the plurality
of divine personages, as now understood by the Church, was not a doctrine
taught by Joseph Smith; whereas it is a doctrine of the book of Abraham,
as will be seen by reference to it, published by him in..a periodical of
which he was the responsible editor; and, moreover, the Book of Abraham
was often réferred to by the Prophet in approving terms.

(D.H.C. IV:519f-534; 1 March 1842)

Times and Seasons Editor

Wednesday, March 2.--I read the proof of the Timés and Seasons, as editor
for the first time, No. 8, Vol. III, in which is the commencement of the
Book of Abraham; paid taxes to Mr. Bagby, in the general business office,
for county and state purposes:\but refused to pay the taxes in the city
and town of Commerce, as the demand was illegal, there being no such
place known in law, the city and town of Commerce having been included in
the city plat of Nauvoo, but continued by our enemies on the tax list
for the purpose of getting more money from the Saints; I commenced a
settlement with Gilbert Granger on the estate (Kirtland) of his father
Oliver Granger; and continued in my office till nine in the evening,
having received a visit from General Dudley of Connecticut.

(D.H.C. IV:542; March ?, 1842)
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Exhibiting the Book of Abrgham

Friday, 4.--At my office exhibiting the Book of Abraham in the
original to Brother Reuben Hedlock, so that he might take the size of the
several plates or cuts, and prepare the blocks for the Times and Seasons;
and also gave instruction concerning the arfangement of the writing on
the large cut, illustrating the principles of astronomy, with other general

business. C)g;’

.....

(D.H.C. IV:543; March 4, 1842) { s
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Translating - Book of Abraham ’ ]

Tuesday, 8.--Recommenced translating from the Records of Abraham

for the tenth number of the Times and Seasons, and was engaged at my

. A-1 - . L~
office day and evening. o) S Mooy T Fsie < { 12 k¥ A

Wednesday, 9.--Examining copy for the Times and Seasons, presented
by Messrs. Taylor and Bennett, and a variety of other business in my office
in the morning; in the afternoon continued the translation of the Book
of Abraham, called at Bishop Knight's and Mr. Davis', with the recorder,
and continued translating and revising, and reading letters in the evening
Sister Emma being present in the office.

67(,f (D.H.C. IV:548; March 8; 9, 1842)
a_\ p l2e%1

Letter to Edward Huntg

N ...I am now very busily engaged in translating, and therefore cannot
RN 2 .
o N 4 give as much time to public matters as I could wish, but will neverthe-
v L .
\ﬁ &k a\ less do what I can to forward your affairs. I will send you a memorandum
R

\ of such goods as will suit this market.

(D.H.C. IV:549; March 9, 1842) 7

Responsibility for Times and Seasons

This paper commences my editorial career; I alone stand responsible

for it, and shall do for all papers (i.e. Nos. of the Times and Seasons,)
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having my signature henceforward. I am not responsible for the
publication or arrangement of the former paper; the matter did not come

&

under my supervision. : PR
o

A R
Joseph Smith (? Pc(ﬁgw“ e

- kS
L

(D.H.C. IV:551; March 11, 1842)

Council with the Brethren

Wednesday, 4.--I spent the day in the upper part of the store,
that is in my private office (so called because in that room I keep my
sacred writings, translateaancient records, and receive revelations) and
in my general business office, or lodge room (that is where the Masonic
fraternity meet occasionally, for want of a better place) in council with
‘General James Adams, of Springfield, Patriarch Hyrum Smith, Bishops Newel
K. Whitney and George Miller, and President... SR
(D.H.C. V:1; May 4, 1842)
L\ ¢ o

Fac-similie from Book of Abraham " %
VAL m C‘.,(t u’\v [ Tr) M J‘&A (I:“i o MQ\ M W e “‘b"“*ﬁ.. o s -be\ 6\2‘ fas] ‘/\1‘/\./\
\QOUV \( Lndo w‘j\ el Cus vw»d).q el odlara 4 -

Monday, 16 .—-...I published in thlS day's Tlmes and Seasons «#£he oo
Eotlewsinr fac—similieqfrom the Book o Abraham “4NLJ
Foe Sine H 3 CﬁwQNNhé b7 EgpLMMUQ%V:\CIE?B
The .fac-s Tmlle referred to§w1ll be fouqd on page 52? ofxapl IY
of this Hlstory where 1t is publﬁshed in connectlon ‘'with an explanation
o the varlous figures on' the’ plate and preceding ‘the Prophet s transla—

tio of the Book og/kbraham, taken from the Tlmes and -Seasons.

Grammar of the Egyptian language

P.M. At the office. Suggested the idea of preparing a grammar of

the Egyptian language.
(b.H.C. VI:7§; November 15, 1843)
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Abraham concerning God the Father

«es I learned a testimony concerning Abraham, and he reasoned concern-
ing the God of heaven. ...

I1f Abrahaﬁ reasoned thus--If Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and
John discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ had a Father, you
may suppose that He had a Father also. Where was there ever a son without
a father? And where was there ever a father without first being a son?
Whenever did a tree or anything spring into existence without a progenitor?
And everything comes in this way. Paul says that which is earthly is in
the likeness of that which is heavenly. Hence if Jesus had a Father, can
we not believe that He had a Father also? . I despise the idea of being
scared to death at such a doctrine, for the Bible is full of it.

(D.H.C. VI:476; June{1844)
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